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TELEPHONE VANDIEKE 8483 


Dr. A. F. PRADEAU 
805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


October 30th, 1933. 


lir. Howland Wood, 

c/o The American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway and 156th Street. 

New York City. 


Sir:e- 


For several months past I have been in correspondence 
with Mr. Noe regarding 2 monograph on the Coinage of the 
State of Sonora, Mexico, which includes the mints of Hermo- 
Sillo and Alamos. 


Nothing has ever been published about these mints and I 
thought that this monograph could be published in Spanish 
as well as English. 


The Spanish version is now ready, and upon the recommenda- 
tion of Mr. Arthur C. Wyman, of Los Altos, I now write to 
you in search of advise as to what would be the best cour- 
se to follow to accomplish the end desired. 


I trust that you will favor me with an answer, for I know 
that I could not call upon better informed men than you and 
Mr, Noe. 


Many thanks for your courtesy, 


sincerely, 


Aa ehy. November 6, 1933. 


Dr. Ae F. Pradeau ’ 
805 Chapman Building ‘s 
796 South Broadway , | ae 
Los Angeles, Califownig. a it Rane 


Dear Dr. Pradeaus 


Your letter just at hand and if. Noe and 
I see no objection to your printing the Spamish edition of. - 
your Mexican arcicle provided it did not come out before 
our English edition. ss our publication money is expressly 
for the purposes of original miterial, if the Spanish edi- 
tion came first it might be constructed that the English fae’, 
edition was not the original. fe would not attempt any Op gir k. 
Spanish edition as we have no facilities for distributing | : 
or marketing such an edition. a } coe 
Awhile ago. in connection with my arti¢le ‘ iy 
on Mexican Revolutionists we took up the subject with some TA) 
“Mexicans for a Spanish edition. ‘The museum there employed ae 
a min to translate my article and then decided that there 
would not be enough sale to warrant a version in Spanish. 
A little laver a man by the name of Garza together with ‘ 
Ae Frank published an inglish edition in Mexico with a : 
supplementary notes to my article. They contemplated one 
in Spanish and gave it up feeling that there would be no 
especial sale Sor the Spanish translation Unless you have 
better information than we have we think you would entail 
a loss if you should do the same. 


Very truly yours, _ 


Dr. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 


Mr. Howland Wood, 
New York City. 


I have read 


6th, 


thoroughly, and 


instant, and I have studied the 


for the 


756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


November 14th, 1933. 


letter of the 


time being the Spanish edition 


of the manuscript shall remain in my files. 


Mary thanks 


and sensible advise. 


My best regards to you: and to 


to both of you for your kind 


Mrs Noe. 


Cordially yours, 


ieee Tih 


~~ a 


TELEPHONE VANDIKE 8483 


December 12, 1934. 


Dr. A. FP. Puadeau 
805 Chapman Building 
Los Angeles, California. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 


As promised you sometime ago I 
am enclosing photographs of the early 3 real piece. 
The one with the hole is in the Society’*s collection 
and the other one belongs to Mr. Julius Guttag. Tf 
expect to get within a few days the 2 Maravedi piece 
and will photograph this later. | 


Very truly yours, 


AY: JG . Curator 


December 27, 1934. 


Dr. A. F. FPradeau 
808 Chapman Building 
Los Angebes, California. 


Dear Dr. Cradean; 


We have just gotten around to 
photographing that 2 Marévidi piece owed by 
Guttag. I am herewith enclosing, phote of same. 
I have examined it very carefully and I think 
it was struck on this side of the world rathem 
than Svein but this is only personal opinion. 
You will note that instead of two pillars of 
Hercules there is only one. The ihscription 
on each side stands for Plus Ultra. Unfortunately 
the letter or symbol on the other sidé of the 
column from the M cannot be made out. At the 
bottom appears to be the pomegranate. 


Very truly yours, 


Hw: JG Curator 


VANDIKE 8483 


DRY AGE. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


January 4th, 1935. 


iy dear Mr. Wood:= 


Your letters of the 12th and 27th of December 
last were received and with them the photographs of the 
three reales and two maravedies pieces. 


I wish to express my gratitude for your kindness 
and to congratulate you on the bedtiful reproductions 
that you department is able to make. 


very unfortunately only one photograph arrived 
of the two maravedies piece. it shows the castle with 
the three towers and the word HISPAN... on the upper right 
hand segment of the border. The other side, the one with 
the pillar is the one that most likely was left on the 
desk inadvertently. Would you be so kind as to look for it? 


On December 12th last it was my pleasure to 
send to our Society my manuscript on the "Numismatic History 
of Mexico" = most of it unrevised - but I thought that a few 
remarks from you, would help and guide me. I trust that 
you will not hesitate in expressing your opinion as freely 
as you wish. - Coming from you I would appreciate them 
inmensely,. 


My best wishes for a successful and prosperous 
year ’ 


Cordially yours; 


January ll, 1935. 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau 

805 Chapman Building 
756 South Broadway 

Los Ange&ses, California. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 


I am herewith sending you 
duplicate photographs of the 2 maravedies 
pieces. JI cannot understand how you did 
not get both of these before. 


Since you wrote, I think Mr. 
Noe has explained very fully our views on 
your manuscript. I have not had a chance 
to read his letter to you but I think he 
embodied all the ideas that I outlined to 
him. I will write you again if I think of 
anything else. 


Very truly yours, 


HW:JG Curator 


January 16, 1935. Me Mot. 


‘Dr. A. F. Pradeau 
805 Chapman Buklding ; 
Los Angeles, California. J 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 


In looking over Mr. Noe's letter to you of Jaiigeniaeeae ne 
I noted that he did not include one or two of the details I outlined to mer. 
him, namely I think more should be mde of the coins of Charles and ~ M 
Johanna, either listing or trying to explain the various letters at side. eiNh, 
of shield, in addition to the mint mark. Also, the cob pieces up to the ie. 
time of the round coins are for the most part undated and it is extremely 
hard to differeniate one ruler from another, especially as the name of ’ 
the King around the edge is ‘often obliterated or fragmentary. There is 
enough difference in the die work to probably assign these chronologically, 
especially if the additional mint letters are taken up. I suppose these — 
stand for either one or two of those in charge of the mint. be ee. 


Also, the'various counterstamps of the first revolutionary 
period should be taken up a little further. You have done extremely well 
and I have already gotten a good deal of information. I think a little 
more concentration on these with collectors of Mexico would bring out ea 
more light. These nieces especially are most interesting and collectors — 


are after these more than many of the other pieces. 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JG Cur: tor 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


January 26th, 1935. 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


This letter addressed to you is also in answer to Mr. 
Noe’s of the third instant. First of all I wish to convey to you 
that I thoroughly appreciate the suggestions offered by Mr. Noe 
in his letter of the third and yours of the sixteenth. You 
demanded, so to speak, something that I had been searching for 
without being able to find a suitable answer for six months or 
more. I shall now enter into more minute details in the hope 
that your knowledge and experience will again come to my rescue. 


1 - Charles and Johanna - Listing and trying to explain the various 
- _ letters at the side of the shield.-I have searched in all 
_o, “Ye contemporary books that might throw some light on who the 
LW gg mint masters, assayers or engravers were, and besides what 
Tara a | Medina and Herrera found I have heen able to add one or two 
mi more but that is all. This phase of the work, I fear, will 
3 have to stand until such a time when the archives of the 
Indies in Seville or Madrid are thoroughly catalogued or 
when it becomes my privilege to expend unlimited time at the 
above mentioned places, and if there, I am sure I would 
find the information. To catalogue them would be to repeat 
Mr. Guttag's work. 


2 - The cob pieces - For more than four and a half months I have 
been studying Spanish heraldry without any noticeable numis- 
matic gain. I wish to call your attention to Herrera’ 

"Hl Duro” pages 14 - 15 - 17 = 215 - 216 - 217, etc. in 
which he definitly states that the coat of arms as shown 

in the coins of Philip II, the Third, the Fourth, Charles 
the Second, and Philip the Fifth, was the same, not in all 
specimens coined but in the great majority. I have had all 
the coat of arms photographed and intend to use them in some 
manner, but I am at a loss, and once more I fear that very 
little more information will come from me for these reigns. 


3 - Coins and CS. of the Revolutionary war 1810-1821 - Under this 
Same cover 1 am including the revised sheets for this period 
(also sheets covering the Iturbide's short lived empire) . 
As you can see, it has improved the original draft a little 
but not much. This is,however, original research and abso- 
\\- lutely nothing has ever been published etthen in the official 
records of Mexico, either revolutionary or royalist, or in 
any other place. Therefowe, I cannot add a single thing to 
what I am know sending you. I could improve the draft by 
adding more historical facts or at least in more detail but 
I feel that the average collector would want their information 
well condensed, and I have tried to be brief. The ilustrations, 
of course, will add greatly to the reading matter. 


Mr. Wood, N.Y = No. = 


4 - Mint masters Initials - For two years or more I have worked 
incesantly on Ft and I have a nearly complete list of 
mint masters Initials. I lack very few for the republican 
period of 1821 to date and as soon 4s possible I shall 
send you a list of the unknown ones and from your extensive 
collection, you no doubt, will be able to help me out. 
Very conscientiously I have tried to obtain the names the 
initials represent but only on isolated instances have I suc- 


ceeded. (YXcef enctres- flescar fell w ae mrany ae poorest. ) 


5 - Illustrations - In my letter of the fourth instant I mentioned 
that my collection was quite complete and that I had had 
~~. photographs made for practically everyone of the pieces 
S mentioned in the manuscript. To this I must add that those 
ris; | concerning the, to me, doubtful period of Phillip II to 
, oars the first reign of Philip the V, I have only used perfect 
specimens as found in the different works consulted to which 
due credit will be given. Of this period I have no gold coins 
and I would like to call upon you for assistance. As for , 
the rest my collection is very complete in all metals. (7356 42) | 


6 - Assistance as could be obtained from collectors in Mexico. 
The very few collectors in Mexico know little or nothing 
about Mexican numismatics. I have been in touch with them 
for the past six or seven years and I have their statements 
in black and white that they do not own a single book. 

ee At this point it is well that I mention that for twenty-eight 

( years I have been a student of Mexican history. I have nearly 
two thousand volumes in my library relating to Mexican 
history and from (heme I have obtained the information that 
has been written in my manuscript. Day after day I make new 
purchases and from here and there I am able to obtain one or 
two bits of information. 


7 - Engravers or Officials connected with the mint in early sayS.s 
As mentioned before, this list will be giwen as complete 


as it can be obtained, but it skips so that easily two 
hundred years are not accounted for. (Approx: 


8 - Insufficiency of prominence given to coins - As each specimen 
considered will be illustrated, either from an actual coin 


or from a pen an ink drawing, I thought unnecessary to des- 
cribe it minutely except in the rare issues. As I consider 

my work a historical one and not a catalogue I have given 
greater importance to the historical side, so that the book 
or books could be used as reference works. Due to my knowledge 
and interest of Mexican history I may have been too extensive 
on the economical and historical phases of it, but in each 
instance I have tried to make the reading of the material 
attractive, inserting bits of laughable incidents here and 
there, to make the subject matter less dry. This, can be re- 
duced to a minimum and I await your suggestions. 


9 - The point of dividing the work into three parts is perfectly 
agreeable with me. 


I have attempted to cover all the points mentioned in your | 
respective letters and I only wish to add that on the reigns of the 
colonial period there will be a revised set of sheets sent to you as | 
soon as possible. The ones you have, I believe, were marked incomplete 


SS ae 


Mr. Wood. N.Y. - No. 3 


The different types known for each reign will be taken up and as 
much data incorporated under each one as it is possible to obatin 
in the books written in French, English, Spanish, Portuguese, 
Italian or Latin, that I own or I am able to borrow. The photo- 
graphs are in(complete) sets beginning with the eight reales 

to the smallest.- The same applies to the gold or copper when 
copper was issued. 


As to my trip to New york, it is at present quite out 
of the question, for, frankly speaking I haven't a sou, as I have 
spent all my money buying books and coins, having photographs made, 
etc. 


This letter has become much longer than it was expected 
but I felt it necessary to explain every point in detsil - to 
let you know of the many difficulties that I have to surmount - 
and to show you, that I consider your suggestions very valuable 
and worthy of all my consideration and gratitude. 


Please favor me with a detailed answer of more suggestions 
which my arguments, as presented in this letter, might suggest to 
you. 


Cordially yours, 
ep Kes ache. Ct = 


Regarding the Alamos and Hermosillo monographs 

P.S. - From correspondence received I have found that one and two 
and a half pesos in gold were minted in Alamos. This as well 
as the amount of copper coined could be corrected in a fly 
leaf that could be sent out with the next publication. 
If you approve of the idea, please let me kmow and I shall 
get ready the corrections giving the page and source. 


February 27, 1935. 


805 Chapman Building — 
Los Angeles, CGalifornaia. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 


Please patdon the delay in answering your last letter. 
The fact of the matter is I have been jumping from one thing to another 
that required immediate attention. I am returning to you your yellow 
sheet and have been able to add only two or three miht initials. I 
have studied over your new manuscripts und want to compliment you on the 
new finds and additions you have wade, especially of the revolutionary Trt 
period. I was hoping, and that only, that you might be able to dig up — 
something concerning the initials on the Charles and Johanna pieces. Hh 
It might be just as well if you simply eave all of the different letters 
that have been found on these pieces. [I do rot think you will get very 
much from the heraldry end in determining the pieces of the different ian 
Philips. I have becn veuning to send you impressions about pieces with 
the rulérs I have put sgainst them to see how much you agree with me. a 


I think it would be well before we go much further to 
see what photograths you intend to use as illustrations. I am really _ ot 
quite a little surprised at what you say concerning Mexican numisrm tists. i 
I thought at least that they would have dug into these earlier pieces and 
found out about them much more than they have. This is all I can wrdéte 
at present as I have been away for several days and have hetnas yet caught — 
up with my “ail. I am going through your manuscripts agin very shortly. 


- Very truly yours, 


i3JG Curator 


~—_ 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


March 16th, 1935. 
My dear Mr. Wood:- 


First of all I wish to thank you for your kindness in 
looking over the list of mint masters initials and adding a few. 
In it I find that you have given me M.J. and F.S. for the Guadalajara 
(Ga.) mint, and I find that I have M.J. for the Guanajuato mint (Go.) 
Would you be so amiable as to verify this information? There is 
a possibility that M.J. was at both places during the same year. (1832) 


Pertaining to the photographic material that I have 
as I mentioned in my previous letteryis not prolific in the cob type 
as I do not care to expend the fabulous sums dealers ask for such 
pieces, labeling them at their pleasure eas belonging to such and such 
a period. It has been my rule not to purchase any coin of the cob 
type unless the name ofthe king and the mint mark was perfectly 
visible or legible. Therefore my collection is very defficient for 
the period previous to 1732. The following is a list of photographs 
that I have:- 


Charles and Johana - Two varieties of eight real pieces. While I have 
a large number of 4, 2, 1 and one half real pieces, these are 


so dealt with in Guttags work that I did not think it necessary 


to duplicate it. 


Philip If - At least one specimen, four reales variety, with name 
legible. 


Philip III - Eight real pieces dated 1607 and 1618. 
Philip IV - Eight real pieces of 1636 and 1642. 
Charles II - Eight real pieces of 1674 and 1696. 


Philip V - First reign - Eight reales dated 1723. 
Second reign - " 5 MO LTR ec 1750. 


Lonis I - One half real dated 1725 - Hight reales of 1724. 


From 1732 to 1821 of the Colonial period I have everything in superb 
condition in all metals, excepting the two and one escudos of Philip 
¥ifth snd Ferdinand VI which unfortunately are holed. 


Judging from the letter written by Mr. Noe in January, you intend to 
include in the first publication everything up to 1821. This means 
that the revolutionary issues, both royalist and insurgent, shall be 
included. I have all the illustrations or rather the photographs for 
such period. 


Relating to mint masters initials I am enclosing the first page of my 
latest research which besides being self explanatory it appears to me 
to be rather interesting. It will be followed by the initials as found 


Z y 


Mr. Howland Wood. New York - 
met te 


in the coins, and will be listed, as nearly as possible 

in chronological order. This is in accordance with your 
suggestion for which 1 am quite grateful. Had it not been 

for you, I would have permitted this portion of the manus- 
cript to go untouched. Now that I have entered into this 
vhase of the work I consider it very important. Allow me 

to ask you where would you place this additional material 

in the Colonial period? I have left the paging blank until 

I consulted with you. It could easily follow the paragraph 

on the Mint Mark, page 22, and if agreeable, the enclosed page 
would then become page 23. The following pages are not quite 


ready. 


Once more I consider it a privilege 
to thank you for your valuable suggestions. Both you and 
Mr. Noe have been very kind and I gratefully acknowledge it. 
Future corrections, suggestions or inquirvies will be accepted 
in the same spirit, therefore, let them come. Right here, it 
is well that I mention that I have worked so long and so 
conscientiously on the subject of Mexican coinage that I do 
not doubt that in many instances I have not made the subject 
clear and it is not only possible but .probable that in the 
compilation of this work, coming as it does from innumerable 
sources, that gross errors have escaped my attention, as it 
frequently happens regardless of how carefully one works. 
And now that you knew how I feel I hope that you will be able 
to find time to write me and let me know of anything that 
you find questionable. 


Tete As a foot note t-teé in the last letter 
I sent youja suggestion as to correcting by means of a leaf 
that could be mailed along with one of your future monographs 
the two or three errors found in the monograph of the Alamos 
and Hermosillo mints. As the printed material would not be 
more than 15 lines I think that the cost would not be over 
three or four dollars for two or three hundred of them. 
Kindly let me Imow your reaction. 


Fraternally yours, 


BIA eee 


ee eae ae a DT Pe Le iv ee 4 oe ee 
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March 22, 1935. 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau 
805 Chapmin Building ~~ 
Los Angeles, Californiad 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 


This letter my be @ litvle rambling but I will try to 
ae most things up to dute. A most peculiar thing about the Ga. 
piece of 1832! We have a piece with F.S. and another with M.J. Since 
my last letter to you my assistart has cleaned all of our Mexican silver 
and after cleaning the Ga. 18328 4.2. piece he showed it to me and said 
it was a counterfeit mude of co;per silver-plated from dies as good as 
the regular pieces. I au enclosing a rubbing of it. You probably hve 
noticed the Ga. pieces «1e a trifle larger than the Go. pieces. our 
counterfiet Ga. is the same size as the Go. pieces. It naturally is 
lighter, being 4.8 grams less in weight. Now you have got to draw your 
own conclusions. Hither M.J. was at the Ga. mint or either the counter- 
feitor probably changed things about. On tine same sneet I am sh owing 
you a U. S. half dollar counterstamped with a peculiar form of M. The 
other day we received from the Yemen in southern Arabia 27 very crudely 
cut and stamped pesos of the time of OGnarles II and two or three of 
Philip V. Only three showed dates or any ruler. These ve are keeping. 
I am enclosing 4 slip showing the outline of several of these pieces. 

If you want any you can have them for 50g each. All I have now left 
are those of the Charles II type. 


I think we should illustrate as mony of the types of 
cob pieces as possible so as to help collectors distinguish one rulér 
from another and also I think we should, where we can, explain the 
differences. On the enclosed sheet I am stating what ones we have that 
would bdé@ good for illustrations. I will shortly photograph these and | 
send than to you so that if you have other or better specimens we shoyld 
take care of them too. 


I am surprised to know you have two 8 real pieces of 
Charles and Johanna. All I have everyseen is a tough looking cast piece 
that once belonged to Hill and which Guttag now owns. 


I am rereading your menuscript but I do not remember 
you mentioned the 8 real niece. Mr. Noe andT thought it would be best 


ie 
= * * 


March Ms r » 1935. 


Dr. Prudeau - 2 
a) by 
to break up your mnuscript into two or three sections on account of the ; 
small size of our publication. I would r ally like to see it in three 
parts, that is the Revolutionary period in one, but it is so tied up with 
the end of the Colonial period I don't see how e can well divide it, 
whilé there is a ;ocd division where the coinage of Augustin begins. 


That was a very good note you sent on concerning the so-called 
mint master’s mark. I think you have hit the logical place to put it, that 
is following mint mrks on page 22. 


Mr. Noe is not in today but I will refer that paragragh concern- 
ing errogs and additions on the Alamos and Hermosillo mints to him. 


I think in illustrating the pieces after 1732 there is not 
quite the need of showing very many, say showing all the sizes of Philip V 
and then showing one of each type after that, unless for some special reason 
you want to show some specific differcices. 2 =m now rereading your manu— 
script or rather trying to between various interruptions and will enclose 
what notes I have made in this letter am will send you on others later. 


Very truly yours, 


HW; JG } 5 Curator ~ 
au 


ig 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


March 28th, 1935. 


Dear Mre Wood:- 


Nt Your letter of the 22nd has just arrived bearing timely 
notes of which reference in detail follows. 


Wie eo 14 - Tepuzque coinage was originated in Mexico as 1 explain in pararcraph 


2 of page 14 - but if you feel that the statement is not clear enough 


& oe {oP we could easily add "This type of coinage was obsidional specie of 
WN’ ,” New Spain." 


5 Ease 17 - As you suggested I have added "from Spain" at the end of the second line, 


Page 21 - Have corrected the name Alba de Aliste on line 9 to coincide with line 2, 


Page 22 - I have Herrera's El Duro but the specimens mentioned by you did not 
carry the date except one, and reference to same has been added at the 
end of paragraph two. uhe dates listed on paces 215-216-217 and 218 
have also been mentioned. 


Page 23 - About the appearance of the first copper _ coins. = Not having found a single 


reference in all the works consulted and not having seen a specimen attri- 
butable to the first copper coinage it would be dangerous to go beyond 

the assumption that is expressed in the fourth paragraph of the pare in 
question. Have you any sugecestions? 


Pace 24 - The amounts of copper ordered coined, = whe amount anthorized is corrects 
as to my assumptions we can change the figures but 1 believe that some 
sort of a statement should be made as to the possible way of subdividing 

the amount authorized and providing we make it plain that it is an 
assumption or a guess we could change the figures so that the fioures 
would mest with your approval. What I had in mind was to show how many 
pieces of each denomination could be obtained from each mark. 


In connection with the two maravedies pieces 1 had an artist draw for me 
& composite picture of what thev would look like, using for this purpose 
the photographs you sent me and the description available. Ihe drawing was 
photographed and 1 am including a copy here. | hope it meets with your 
approval, 


In reference to the Guadslajara niece. At about 1832, as shown én pace 1 of the 

Gae mint unrevised notes, there were some irreeularities but these were on 20ld coins. 
As can be seen in my notes for the Guanajuato mint, unrevised, vou will see that 

about this time there also was some chicanery. I am inclined to believe that your 
counterfeit piece was made in the mint of Guanajuato, and as the date, assavers ini- 
tials and mint mark were removable, it was an easy thine to insert the Ga. initials 

to impede or deviate investication. 


Rerarding illustrations - I am glad you have the Charles and Johanna pieces in fine 
condition. I am enclosing photographs of the supposedly authentic "pieces of eicht" 
for this reign, but as mentioned in my manuscript, pares 27 and 28 they are not in 
my possesion. a es iene 

+ ee 
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‘Mr. Howland Wood - New York. pare two. 


With the specimens that vou have and with the photographs that I shall send you 
as soon 2s I set them in order, I believe that the coinage of New Spain will be 
well represented. I arree with vou that we oureht to include as many cobs as 
possible to aid collectors in their classification of these pieces, but unless 
the name is lerible I do not think I can properly assign them. As stated under 
mambers 2 and 5 of my letter of January 26 and arain in the second pararraph of 
mv letter of March 16th, I am not able to classifv them with certainty. As you 
know, and as Herrera very clearly shows, the coat of arms varies in the coinage 
struck for anyone ruler, chiefly the reigns of the Philips, and several kings 
used similar coat of arms in the coinage emitted. Therefore the only means 

of identification would be the assavers initials and in these there can be du- 
plications as the son usually took the place of the father when due to ape or 
death the elder was compelled to retire. Having had a number of letters from 
numismatists calling attention to the two or three errors found in the Alamos” 
Hermosillo monograph I am retiscent to assign doubtful vieces unless we specify 
that the classification is based on personal belief of the author, whose opinion 
is corroborated by yours. This would seem that I am trying to shirk the responsi- 
bility, and while it may actually mean that, I feel that your knowledge is far 
superior to mine, therefore, the credit of such classification should go to yon. 


From your letter I understand that from the 27 cobs you 
received from Yemen you are keéping three thus leaving a balance of 24 - If this 
is correct I am enclosing check to pay for them and you can forward the pieces 
to me at your convenience. 


In closing permit me to thank you most sincerely for your 
additions, suggestions and corrections. 


Very truly yours, 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 
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April 3, 1935. 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau 
805 Chapman Bukiding ae 
756 South Broadway , 

Hew Angeles, California. | te 


ear Dr. Pradeau: ? 

| mel 
Your letter came yesterday and I have since then been studying 
it. I will answer some of the previous questions first. ‘hat I rea@lly meant 
on page 14 was to see if paragraph four coult not be clarified a little. Io 
realize the Tepuzque was Mexican and the last one Peso de Peso de Oro Castellano — 
was probably Spanish. From whence the other three came was really what I meant, 
None of these pieces seem to tie up with the two and four tomines you mention a 


in the third paragraph. 


Concerning the two Marevedi piece, if you consider the Guttag © 
specinen this piece, I think it would be better to illustrate it rather than 
the drawing that you have had made. The photographs of the eight real piece 
you send on our what I thought they might be. I have always considered the y 
ones sometimes illustrated and which you have photographed from the woodcut RS 
from Scott's Numismatic Journal of years back as belonging to San Domingo. 
Unless you are pretty well convinced that it is not for this,igland I would 
exclude this illustration. Asa matter of fact Guttag has a four, two and 
one real of this series with SP on them, which would lead one to think 
fairly correctly that this was a coinage of some other location such as San 
Domingo. 


The other piece you send a photograph of I certainly would 
not illustrate. This is the Hill specimen now owned by Guttag, and by the 
way he did not pay very much for it. It is a rank fake. It isa casting in 
silver - quite decidedly cleaned up with a graver. The whole appearance of 
the piece certainly shows it was not east directly from a real coin but was 3 
taken from some specémen that had been earved out by hand, either in metal, = 
wood or plaster of Paris. Rie 

) 

I am herewith enclosing photographs we have just made of 
some of our better silver coins including a one escudo piece of Philip V 
that you say you lack. You will note that in our Charles and Johanna pieces 
we Jack those where the motto is on a ribbon. TI trust you have some f these, 
These with the three real piece I sent on a while ago keep carefully as 


. 


—_ 
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Dr. Pradeau - 2 


we have no duplicate photographs as good as these. I trust these will help 
you in illustrating. 


Here are a fev notes I have made in reading through your manuscript. 
I note you use the word Maravedies, which is probably correct English, and 
in the next line you use the word reales, which is Spanish. I think our 
English equivalent is simply r-als. The ‘ienominations should be, I think, 
either in Spanish or English, with preference for the Spanish. On page 28 
paragraph 8, are there amy of those silver cuartos known today? I think 
you should state either yes or no. 


On page 29, you speak of the changing of the design in 1732 but as not 
enough dies were sent over they used the old dies for two or three more years, 
I have seen a large number of cast pieces of the new design dated 1732. In _ 
fact, I am enclosing a photograph. Do you consider these cast pieces gen- 
uine? My theory would be that on account of lack of dies they used specimens 
of the old dies as models for casting pieces so as to produce the sufficient 
coinage for that year. It has always struck me strange that one sees so 
many cast pieces of this year. . 


I think that you should say something about those octagonal cast pieces 
dated 1611 with a cross and mint mark Mo and the word Rei. We have a whole 
and a half. I never have wanted to condemn them and yet I cannot really think 
they are real and of the perfod. Also, those triangular pieces dated 1708 
which one sees in silver and in lead. Would not a word also be fitting about 
the so-called Aztec pieces with all sorts of funny designs thet have been 
floating around in recent years. I think when we make an exhaustive study of 
a subject we ought to say a few words of condemnation sxbout fake and fanciful 
pieces. Otherwise they will hover around like shosts and bother people. 


Page 31 - Have you a photograph of the gold of Charles II. I think we 
could illustrate the one of Philin V that was in the Newcomer sale, Lot 368, 


Page 33 - © sikppose these columns are in pesos and not dollars. We 
should state this. ‘ 


In your note on insurgent provisionals you speak of the first one with 
PY on it. I am hoping against hope you have a photograph of this. 


I sent you yesterday eighteen of those cobs from Yemen. As we had sold 
several of them I am holding your check until I hear from you, because you are 
at perfect liberty to send all or any of them back. In other words they are 
sent on approval and you need show no hesitancy in returning any you wish. 


Very truly yours, 


HY :JG Curator 
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VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


April 9th, 1935. 
My dear lire Wood:- 


In answer to the first paracranh of your letter of the 
third instant, permit me to say that the terminology referred to on p. 14 
peso comun (scrap gold); peso de oro de minas (miner's fold); and veso 
ensayado (assayed gold) were imaginary weights or specie used in the mint 
in transactions involving the respective types of gold. 


Concerning the Guttag piece, 1 am ouite positive it is 
the two maravedi sought, and I agree with you that it should be included 
in the illustrations, but not being very well defined I thought we could 
include the composite picture that I sent you. However, if you don't think 
so it is perfectly alright with me. 


In reference to the eight reales pieces I think as you 
do, and as I say at the end of the first paragraph of page 28 they are 
crudely made counterfeits. 


As to the Uharles and Johanna pieces, where the motto is Ae 
to be found on a ribbon, 1 have none. Could we use the illustrations in al 
Guttag's bowk? 


I agree with you in that we ought to give the preference 
to the spanish denomination of coins, and the words maravedies (plural of 


maravedi) and reales (plural of real) are correct Spanish words, and if at 


any time I have used reals (fhe ahglisized form for reales) I have done so 
unconsciously, and should be changed. 


Keferring to the second paragraph of page two of your 
letter, I wish to cail your attention to page 41, second paragraph, of the 
enclosed additions, which varies a little from the information given in the 
penult/paragraph of page 29 (old or original numbering) Colonial Period 16, 
Silver coinage 3, of the paces in your possession . At the bottom of page 41 
there is enough space to make some reference as to the cast pieces of 1732 and 1733. 
I do not consider such pieces genuine. there was absolutely no reason for 
casting them, and besides it is much more difficult to make a cast piece than it 
it is to strike one. ‘the dies were there, either of the new or the old desien, 
the machinery was also there, as you can see by the list previously sent, that 
the coinage for these years did not vary mch, so why cast them? I have'nt seen 
any cast pieces for 1729, and surely then, when the coinage was so increased 
and they only had one set of dies, that if casting would have helped, they 


A) certainly would have recurred to this method. The reason for the cast pieces 


} 
i 


| is the fabulous and fancy prices that pieces for the above mentioned years 


bring, and of course, this has made it profitable for wnserupulous persons 
to reproduce such pieces by the casting method. However, before writing anything 


at bottom of page 41 I would like to have your opinion. 


{ 
f 


I am sending herewith paces 38 - 39 = 40 - 41 and 43, 
You will note that pare 42 is not there. Page 42 of the manuscript copy that 
I have here has been made of the photostatic copy of the coinage of Philip V 
removing the few introductory words that are at the top. I hope this is clear. 
The new numbers include the paces that I sent last week. 
a ie Tete 


Mr. Howland Wood. N.Y. Paar 


About the octagonal and triangular pieces. I1'11]1 begin 
writing something about them. The so-called Aztec pieces, popularized by 
our friend Hill of San Francisco at a dollar per, is another means of 
pamboozljnge the unsuspecting and ignorant collectors, and 1 will be more 
than glad to make some reference about their precedence, @ <= 


sf 
7 


Y 
I am sorry to state that I have no photographs of the 


gold of Charles II. rour suggestion of illustrating lot 368 of the 
Newcomer sale is a magnificent one. 


Page 33. - very figure quoted by me in the manuscript 
stands for Mexican pesos, and it would be wise to make some reference to 
this so as to have it clear in the minds of readers. In monograph 63 
page 18, mention was made that Mexico was on a gold basis and this state 
of affairs persisted until the depreciation of silver when liexico 
definitly and permanently assumed the silver standard. As late as the 
nineties a Mexican peso was worth as high as $ 1.08 U.5.Cy. 


The supposedly obsidional coin of Hidalgo marked P.V. 
will be photographed and as soon as I get it, I shall send you a print. 


vhe eighteen cobs of Yemen arrived, and I have decided 
to take them all. Many thanks for the courtesy. 


"he photographs you were kind enough to send me are excel- 
lent. Will you please let me know if you wish them back’? 


I hope that you have had time to look over the pages 
24 to 28 inclusive that 1 mailed last week. ‘this time I am enclosing five 
new pages (six with the photostatic copy that you have in the unrevised notes) 
on the amounts coined in New Spain. 1 have endeavored to give afhort bpiogra- 
phical sketch of each monarch to help collectors with the historical back- 
ground which is often difficult to obtain unless one has access to a library; 
and also to better understand why the coatsof arms are so similar. Quite 2a 
number of interesting points surge forth in one's mind when one reads the 
family trees of the Spanish monarchs. 1 hope this phase of the work meets 
with your approval. 


“rusting I have answered all the points clearly, and waiting 
to hear from you soon, i remain, 


yours sincerely, 


aes 


April 10, 1936. 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau 
805 Chapman Eutlding 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Pradeau: 


i have been going over the sheets on 
your last letter and I am returning them with 
various comments. I am enclosing rubbings of some 
pieces to elucidate some of these remsrks. I 
thought first I would transcribe these notes in 
letter form but thought possibly they micht be 
cle:rer if I left them on the sheets. I trust you 
will understand all of them. You will note I have 
mde quite a number of additions. I am going over 
a second time the sheets you sent a while ago on 
the War of Independence. I have gotten only a few 
pages but think I will send you what notes T have 
nowe I have so many intermuptions that I cannot 
stick very long on the same thing. 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JG Curator 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


April 15th, 1935, 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


Your letter and timely notes of the 10th, have received 
my utmost consideration. I am really amazed at the amount of food information 
you are able to send me, and when you get through with the manuscript it is 
going to be as nearly perfect as it is possible for anyone to have. I am delicht- 
ed, only, I would suggest that we have a preface attached to it, in which I 


could let the world know of how much help you have been in the preparation of 
this monograph, 


With reference to the sheets 24 to 28 inclusive sent back 
with corrections and additions. I am having those rewritten and shall send them 
to you as soon as ready. 


In one of your notes I find the following questions:- 


Silver cuartillas similar to those minted in Mexico, one with date, and the 
other without date, tt no mint mark. My personal opinion, is that they are ~ 
not for Mexico, as the ones I have carry the date and the mint marl. I+ may 

be possible that the pieces you sent me rubbings of were the very first that 
were minted in New Spain, sort of trial pieces, which however were minted in 
large quantities, as practically every collector has them. No one could, with 
any degree of certainty, deny that such pieces were not for Mexico, but it wonld 
be equally difficult to prove that they were minted for Mexico. In as much as 


we have a number of specimens bearing the mint mark, don't you think one should 
not speculate? 


The one and two reales pieces,,usually plain or smooth, bearing an eacle, holding 
a serpent with its beak, and by some attribtited to Guerrero, an insurgent leader 
of the Mexican War of Independence. I am thoroughly conversant with the history 
of Mexico and having made a conscientious study of it for nearly 32 vears I 

can say, this much about such pieces that in not a single treatise, numismatic or 
histofic have I found mention mg that Genersl Guerrero made or counterstamped 
coins. On the other hand, I think that you will find that Herrera, in his work 
"H1 Duro” has a whole chapter on counterstamps and their origin. I am at the 
office now, and I am sorry I can not look7¢his point wy, but I believe that he 
attributes this counterstamp to some other source. The eagle is not typically 
Mexican as it is not standing upop a nopal (cactus). I shall let you know more 
definétly later about this. 


The war of Independence period. pace 5 - line 11 - cast pieces of Vargas - 
this is a gross error. What I meant was’plain planchets with several counterstamps 
and silver disks crudely and poorly struck.” 


The same period, pase 3 - The durango coppers are the very ones of which you 
sent me rubbings of: a crowned monogram (sort of a W with the fieure 7 at each 
end with an "o" snper impossed - Octavo de real —- Durango. - 


The Fonrobert pieces 6470— to 6473 are in my opinion not Mexican pieces. Thev may 
have been tokens in cirevlation in Mexico, but they certainly were not official 
copper coOinse 
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April 18, 1930. 


Dr. A. F. Pradaau 
805 Cha pun Bui’ ding 
Los Angeles, California. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: . 

Your two letters arrived 
but I have been called out of town, and 
Will Gnseer them as soon as can after I 
return. — 


Very truly yours, 


} 


HW :JG Curator 


ae 
: 


. May 1, 1935. 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau 
805 Chapman Bldg. 
Los Angeles, Gal. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 


I wish to apologize for not answering your two letters. 
I was called away suddenly between the patie of reeeiving your first and 
second letters and have been away more or less since. When I got back 
there was eo much work I could not find time to study your notes. However, 
I have just put in a good day and will answer most of the questions. In 

on letter of March 16th you mke the suggestion of a leaflet to go in 

some future monograph, correcting certain errors and mking additions to 
your notes on the Alamos and Mermosillo mints. This is agreeable to us 

but it would be of much moment to put it in most monographs we cet out 
because different people get different monographs. We might, however put 
it in your forthcoming Mexican one loose, so that vanes could put ib in 

the previous monograph if they wish. 


Now for your letter of April 9th. I Saye (php ene retn one 
of Guttag's early pieces of Charles and Johanna howing the motto on ribbon. 
I really agree with you ccreerning those cast pieces of 1733. Having seen 
a number of these so well done and in general appearance different from 
most fakes I thought there might be a possible chance they were genuine 
but I think you have stablished sufficient good reasons to show that they 
are not. If you can bring up good enough proof and evidence that those 
triangular and 1611 pieces as well as those horrible so-called Aztec pieces 
are fakes you will be doing a good thing. I am herewith enclosing a check 
for $3.00 to pay back the difference in those coins from the Yenjen that I 
sent you and the check for $12.00 that you sent me. Please pardon the déaay 
in doing this. Keep all the photos and rubbings I have sent you because after 
we return the manuscripts we have here and you send us back the manuscripts 
revised, just the Colonial and Revolutionary parts, all photographs should 
be included. Any pieces then that are lacking and should be illustrated 
you should indicate and if possible give any sources where illustrations 
can be obtained from tooks or otherwise, or from collections you might know 
of where pieces sould be borpowed. On nage 46(Colonial 27) the second 
paragraph is not as clear as it might be. I »ote you say Charles IV two ; at 
or three years after his accession ordered coins of 1788 and 1789 to be Rig 
struck bearing his portrait rather than thet of Charles III. I did not ! 
know of those and have never seen a specien. I trust you have them. We 


us in case you have not the date, I have seen an 

8 rent piece dated 1653 and 1654. I have just borrowed from a collector a 
number of coins which I will photograph shortly and send on to you. Do 

you want the 2, 4 and 8 escudo gold pieces of Philip V photographed? 
Probably you Hard these already. I am glad you put in the short biographical 
sketches of the different monarchs. We probably will have to add in sane 
cases a little fuller description of the ashes nee 


Now for your letter of April loth. It would be perfectly all right 
to put in a preface or introduction ani make any remarks you want and include 
all acknowledgments of those lending coins or material. I really thing those 
little pieces with a crude ea::le stamped in are Mexican but where they are from | 
I don't know. We might photograph one and make the note that the attribution 
of these based on any facts ob :xinable is unknown. I agree with you concern- — 
ing your other notes and suggestions. JI am still going through with a fine 
tooth comb your part on the tala Sr coins. I have made a few notes but will 
add these in another letter. : 


Very truly yours, 


RWeIe Curator 


May 7; 1935. 


Dr. A. F.’ Pradeau 
805 Chapman Buktlding 
Los Angéles, California. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: B 

t have just finished going through the extra 
pages you sent on relative to the insurrection pieces and I am 
herewith sending on virious notes I mde. J] am also sending on 
some sheets of rubbings and & photograph. The rubbings on the 
China laid paper were from a collection I saw a number of years 
ago. It has more recently been offered for sale and I am try-: . 
ing to locate the present owner of it, but so fer without success. \ 
There may be some informtion to be gleaned fro’ these rubbings. 


acer = 
ae 


' I have turned your imnuscript back to Mr. Noe 
to put before the Publiestion Committee. ’ 


Are you faniliar with an article by Samuel 
Smith, Jr. that appeared in the American Journal of Numisrm ties 
in 1895, Vol. 29, page 101, "The Silver Coins snd Mints of 
Spanish America from 1772-1825"? I very much doubt if it will 
give you much of anything,you do not know. He seems to quote 
largely from Alvaro Campaner. Shortly I will seni you a few 
photographs I took from the coins from 4 collection of a friend 
of mine, Mr. Liveright. | 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JG Curator 


' 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


May 8th, 1935, 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


Your letter of May Ist. received 
and I appreciate how difficult it mst be for a man in your 
position to take care of every one right on time. I am only sorry 
that my work has been of so mech bother to you. 


I am now working on a new chapter 
"Miscellaneous pieces of doubtful origin" and under this heading 
I shall consider:- 


- Octagonal pieces of 1611. 

- Triangular pieces of 1708. 

vast pieces of 1733, 

- Coins bearing the crude eagle counterstamp. 
- The so-called Aztec coins. 


oa LP wth H 
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The Charles IV page - (Colonial 27) 
has been re-written and along with the Colonial period pages 11 - 12 
13 - 14 - 15, which have been corrected according to the memorandums 
sent by you, will be found attached hereto. 


If you can obtain or have photographed 
the two escudo and four escndos pieces of Philip V, I would appreciate 
it. 


Waiting to hear from you and anxious 
to see your further notations on the work sent, I bee to remain, 


' Yours truly, 


ys wate 


May 11, 1935. 


pr s tLe a Pre A160u 


80.0 Ghepiaan Bublding Bk 
Los Angeles, California. | 
‘ 


Dear Dr. rradeau: 


A ma herewith sending 
you sone photogrephs, \some ‘of which may 
eons in handy hoth fer study and i lustra- 
tions, of pone Mexican coilngs I have juet 
photographed from the collection of Pronk 
i. Liveright. Any of ‘these jou wish you 


can use for illustrative purposes. 


Very trulyyours, 


Hs JG a Curator 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


June Srd. 1935, 


iy dear fir. Wood:- 


Your last two letters have brought me pleasant surprises 
in material that I did'nt -know-exitsted. whe Schulman specimens 
were an eye Opener. I wonder how much is he askine for each. 


The photos you sent me of fir. Liveright pieces were of 
great service. 1 thank you for them. in a separate sheet, enclosed 
herewith, you will find my deductions and a few questions. i beg of 
you to return same with your comments. 


Regarding the rubbings from the Hill collection. Are they 
old or recent acquisitions? I would like to have photos of all the 
pieces as I fear you will not be able to make ents from the rubbings. 
Can you? 


Are you in possession of some information econcernine the supposedly 
Calleja counterstamp found in the rubbings of a collection you saw 
sometime ago? I am inclined to think that this attribution is not 
correct as the monoeram seems to be formed of 2 7 $ aW, and an HM. 


As per your notes the pieces of the Suprema Junta of 1811-1812-1813 
and 1614 will be included. (Guttag's No. 2830 and Bl Duro nos. 786 to 790.) 


P. 14 = Insurgent provisionals - Do you happen to have the counter- 
stamped half real and the copper one real of Osorno that von allude to? 


p- 18 = You say you have a Linares. That's fine. 1 only have a 
photograph of a pen and ink sketch, 


The paragraph on the Coneress of Chilpanzingo will be enlarced 
and a new heading will be made for the Suprema Junta Nacional Gubernativa. 


Once more I thank you for the cooperation you have given me 
in the preparation of this manuscript. 


Sincerely yours, 


Lea bG a cbean 
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VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 
805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 
LOS ANGELES 
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June 11, 1955. 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau 
805 Chapman Building 
756 South Broadway 
Los Angeles, Cal. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 


Your letter of June Srd just at hand. As regards the 
ls inn from the Hill collection I could not tell you whether he has 
those coins now or not. IZ have had these rubbings several years. You 
might write him and if you do not know him mention me. His name and 
address is H. L. Hill, 862 Guerrero St., San Francisco. Cuts from the 
rubbings are better than nothing but they would be rather poor. 


{ have no information concerning that TMV or TMW 
counterstamp. That collection had several pieces with it on and the 
labels were mrked "Calleja". I am enclosing a few more rubbings. We 
own the copper pieces and the one-half real of Osorno. I am also 
sending rubbings of Guttag's coins as well as a rubbing of our Linares 
piece. This we can photograph later. The two pieces from the Liveright 
collection are silver - the one with the CMS is of a two reals of Charles 
IV and presumably the other one is slso. I am inclined to think that 
those pieces we have talked over before with the crude eagle connter- 
stamped on them are genuine pieces and not fakes. I think they should be 
included even if we ecamot determine the name of issuer. My reason for 
thinking they are genuine is because I have seen them in miscellaneous 
lots of coins, junk boxes, as well as collections,and in every instance 
the counterstamp looks old worn and dirty, which would seldom happen if 
they were fakes. Also, I think I have,seen at least three diferent 
punches used for these pieces. The two real piece of the Suprema Junta 
Nacional has NG in the center not NE. It is of silver. The eight real 
piece of Philip IV is dated 1621 which would mike the ‘ate all right. 
The piece looks perfectly genuine to me, ulthough the inscription cer- 
tainly is weird. Mr. Schulman when here called my attention that he 
remembered certain pieces counterstam»ed with YRI. He said he would try 
to look one up shen he got home. Mr. Noe will write you in «a few days, 
I think, concerning publication of your article. The Public: tion 
Committee met the other day and have made several suggestions, most of 
them sbout reducing the length of the book, but ‘hut phase will hive to 
come from him. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


June 12, 1955. 


Dr. A. FF. Pradeau 
805 Chapman Building 
Los Angeles, California. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 


A while ago a card collection 
of coins came into us. I have dug out the 
following Mexican which may be a help to you. 

In a few instances we ight use the cuts for 
illustrations. Those you. have no use for and 
when you are through with them return to us so 
I ean put them back in the ecard file. 
I am also enclosing an extract 
rom the Mexican Monetary Laws which you wrote 
me about. 


Very truly yours, 


a) Ce i re ae Curator 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


June 24, 1935. 
My dear Mr. Wood:- 


I refer to your letter of the llth. instant, which I 
could not answer before, as I was gathering information per- 
taining to the material sent by you. 


Mr. Hill will be here in a few days and I shall ask him 
about the material from which the rubbings were made. 


Concerning the TMV or TMW counterstamp, I am afraid I can- 
not attribute this to Calleja. Medina in his Monedas Obsidionales 
p- 225, specimen number 310 is something similar. Besides, who- 
ever labeled these pieces Calleja in the sheet of rubbings you sent 
me made a number of other misstatements. Calleja was commander 
in chief of the royalist forces and later viceroy of New Spain. 
He had absolutely no reason for counterstamping coins, with 
initials as attributed to him. 


The two real piece from Mr. Liveright collection of the 
Suprema Junta has in my opinion N.E. and not N.G. + It may 
seem ridiculous to you that I persist in making such statement; 
you have seen the coin and I havent. For days I tried to find 
some historieal fact, place or name that would begin with N.G. 
failing in this I studied the photograph very carefully and I 
find the second letter to be of this form: 


vs cae 
In Mexico, it was customary, and to some extent it is true to-day, 
to make the capital " E's" in the manner represented above. I wonder 
if I could borrow the piece from Mr. Liveright. It is so difficult 
to study the photograph. Please understand Mr. Wood that I do not 
doubt your word, I am only arguing the point because the letters 


NG are an enigma to me, and I am very much interested in presenting 
this coin as clearly as possible. 


That Mr. Schulman has a few coins counterstamped YRI I do not doubt, 
for Medina in the book mentioned above has a few specimens on page 
227, No. 315. - It is impossible for me to classify L 


Now that the date has been clarified on the Philip IV ee) as 
being of 1621 I believe it to be genuine. The weird inscription 

is probably due to ignorance on the part of the student engraver 
or engravers employed in the mint at the time, and this piece must 
be the result of a "masterpiece" demanded of each student engraver 
before they were permited to qualify. Such examinations were held 
frequently. 


The two Osorno rubbings that you sent me are fine specimens that 
should be included with the set I once published. The xother two 
rubbins with a circular and a rectangular CS besring the letters 


"AR" gre certainly not counterstamped by Osorno A smeeree 


SOE ky aa Br eng ome. o 


Mr. Howland Wood, New York. No. 2 


The two small pieces from the @guttag collection having a sort 

of a bird within a circular stamp,also what appears to be an 

"0 " grossed by a long "S&S " I can not place. Medina in his ¢ 
Monedas Obsidionales, page 226, number 313 attributes them to 
Guerrero, which I think is wrong. 


The two reales pieces with the small bust of Ferdiaand VII 
are mentioned in page number 5 of War of Independence period, 
Royalist provisionals number 4, third paragraph under Zacatecas. 


I take note of your Linares piece, and If you don't mind we could 
use that for illustration in the monograph. 


You have been informed no doubt about the decisgion of the 
Publication Committee to shorten the Pre-Colonial portion of 

my monograph, and by this time you have been made aware of 

my opinion as expressed in my letter of June 18th in which I 
said that I could not find%single superfluous paragraph. 

Your opinions and suggestions so far have been excellent and 

I do not doubt that your observations about this part of the 
manuscript will carry a great deal of weight, and I am anxiously 
waiting for your decision, 


Thanks a lot for the copy of the law of November 27th, 1867. 
Now,on paragraph 12, reference is made to selection of dies from 
patterns submitted by engravers, native as well as foreigners 
that were to be employed for the pugpose. From these, no doubt, 
that the balances type of design was obtained. Do you happen 

to have the result of such a selection and a copy of the law 
making such a selection legal? I have written the Department 

of Colonization and Industry of Mexico requesting this information 
but as usual I don't expect a satisfactory answer from them. 

I am very much interested in the legal description of the coins 
that were emmitted, and I do not widh to take it for granted 
that it was the balances design, I wish to have the certainty. 

I hope you will be able to find it for me. 


Once more, many thanks for your valuable suggestions 
and cooperationy. 


Yours faithfully, 


June 26, 1935. 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau 
805 Chapman Building 
Los Angeles, California. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 


I am still pouring over your manuseript 
though find hard work to concentrate on account of 
frequent internuptions. «A while ago I wrote to Cederlund 
and asked him if he had any unusual pieces of the revol- 
utionary period. He is a grent collector of counter- 
stampei coins. I am enclosing his letter, list of pieces 
and a few rubbings. I trust you will find something of 
value in these. I am also enclosing the photograph of 
the reverses of the photograph of Zougolica pieces sent 
on to you a while ago. This I just discovered. 


. Very truly yours, 


HW:JG Curator 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A, F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


July 3rd. 1935. 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


I am enclosing twenty-two pages, some to replace others that 
you now have, and a few new ones and I trust that this new material 
will meet with your approval. 


From the cards you sent me I only found the Hidalgo counterstamp 
and have written "Miscellaneous pieces of doubtful origin" No. 6 te 
For fear that you might not place this C.S. I am including the clippings 
taken from the cards and which I had re-photographed. 


Remembering that you once complained about the shortness of the 
chapter on gold coinage I decided to add what Williams had to say. This 
you will find on pages 19 and 20 of the Colonial period here included. 
In a foot note you will find a suggestion as to corrections. 


The copy that I sent you of the PREFACE was received mt not a 
word regarding it. Did it meet with your approval? 


Months ago I got in touch with Mr. Cederlund and he was kind 
enough in having his counterstamped coins photographed for me and I 
have taken them in consideration when writing the text. Your thought 
was a happy one and I appreciate your doing it. 


jes, ope . 
As 1 “tated in my letter to you of June 24th the official sources 
of Mexico have notified me that they cannot find record of the Contest 
for new dies that was authorized by the law of Nov. 27th, 1867, I have 
written them again asking for a copy of the law authorizing the new dies 
of the balances design that appeared during 1869. Can you help me out 
with a copy of this law? I also find that that the centavo pieces aubho- 
rized by the above law were substituted about 1900 with a new design 
and were of the same size as those anthorized by the law of 1905. I am 
enclosing photographs to refreshen your memory and I trust that you will 
be able to send me copy of the order authorizing such change. 


Sincerely vours, 


— 


July 8, 19355. 


Dr. A. F. Praddau 
805 Chapman Building 


| Los Angeles, California. 


Bear Dr. Pradeau: 


“ ‘Your letter of June 24th and your more recent one of July 
S$rd at hand. I have been ‘caning to write to. you for several days but as 
I have been completing additions to my house in the country I have been 
away more or less during the vast ten days. As I think J have already 
written you, I have carefully gone over 2gain your first book of manuscript. 
I have mde a nunber of suggestions and have indiented parts of the pre- 


Colonial section that might be cut cut or reduced. This was following the | 


suggestion cf the committee. Also, I have out in sug estions and queries 

in other parts. You will ncte I have got s long note about leaving out the 
yearly tables of the value of the pieces struck. The committee seemed to 
think these were not necessary as long as you gave a surmary of each reign - 


- the reason being as I have explained in my note that no details are given 


as to the number of pieces struck for each denomin: tion. We have got to 
cater to collectors to some extent and they ure only interested in how many 
pieces were struck of each denomirm tion each year. I have added your new 
notes and I am returning now all of the Part I. \ 

Mr. Nee may have given you a wrong impression. The 
comittee tentatively passed on your monograph saying they wished I would 
go over it again and then have you reassemble in final form just what was 
to go in with the illustrations so that they could see the thing just as 
it is to be printed. 


I like the way you hove rewritten the recapitulation and 
your remarks on the. gold coins. I would carry on similar descriptions of 
the silver pieces. In assmabling these sheets again I would bear in mind 
putting them in an order so they en be easily referred to. We have the 
Colonial coins divided into copper, silver and gold, rather than all of the 
coinage under each ruler. TI would hve preferred to treat it under each 
ruler but as you have done it the other way I would leave it as you have it. 
I do not know *hich wy is really the best. It is not necess:ry to rewrite 
whole pages, as long as the manuscript is sufficiently clear and the printer 
ean handle it. You could cut sections and remount on regular size pages. 


‘we (Oe dt A on 
‘ ' ry 1aty 5 a 
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of course the parts after 1821 need not be sent back at the rresent vines In 
a short while I will return to you the second part on the Revolutionary coinage. 
Now for your, letters more in detail. 


I myself never was satisfied with the attributions on those 
rubbings I sent you. I simply copied what I found against each piece in this 
Mexican collection. I have been doing my best Bo get hold of this cohlection 
again but I ean find no tracé today of the owner. He wanted what I thought 


Was a preposterous sum. 


I am enclosing in this letter the 2 real piece from the Liveright 
collection so you can see for yourself. My opinion is it may not be Mexican 
but Guatemala. The thing may be a fake but I do not think so. 


I have not as yet heard from Schulman but if and when I do I will 
let you know. hen returning the manuscript any piece you have no illustration 
of but would like to illustrate please indicate and I will see if I enn dig 
one up somewhere. I have found the laws for the change in the 1900 coppers ~- or 
rather bronze coinage. These were tiniDecember. 1699. As there may be other laws) 
or information in this book I aim, aving the library send it on to you. So this 
matter is attended to as “ar as we are able. 


Those Hidalgo counterstamps I have always considered as dubious. 


They were originally in the Bergsoe sale and two of them later were in the } 
Salbach sale, and the third‘one in the Loebbecke, all sold by Schulman. Bergsoe 
was badly imposed upon and had sony fakes und counterfeits in his collection, 
especially in the West Indian series. ee 


The Preface I thought I said ws all right - if I didn't, I say so 
now. 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JG ' Gurator 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


July 14th, 1935. 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


Your letter along with the first part of the manuscript 
has been received, also the book of Monetary Laws Of Mexico 
which you were so kind in ordering sent to me. 


Close perusal of the manuscript disclosed the numerous 
notations made by you and which show that you have given the 
work considerable thought. I can't tell you how much I appre- 
ciate your many helpful and timely interventions. : 


There are only two points with which I am not in accord. 
I note that in several places you suggest that paragraphs be 
omitted or condensed, indicating that reference be made as to 
the source, where anyone, if interested, can find the subject 
matter in greater detail. In this I beg to disagree, mainly 
because the sources are not easily obtainable. I dare say that 
excepting a few large centers in this country the information 
is not available, even in Mexico. The idea of constantly refer- 
ring the reader to some other work presents the alternative 
of his purchasing more books or leaving the subject alone. 
I am quite possitive that anyone would find it annoying and most 
likely,the reader, unless he happens to be a student, and resid- 
ing in a center like New York, would give up in disgust. Besides 
many of the sources are in Spanish. 


The next suggestion, made by the Publication Committee, of 
omitting all the tabulated coinage tables is a point which in 
my opinion is of great importance to the student as well as to 
the buyer of coins. You well know that the price of a given coin 
is estimated in nearly all instances by the number issued. It is 
true that we cannot obtain the figures for each denomination, but 
the percentage coined can be arrived at with some degree of 
accuracy by the laws issued and to which I frequently refer. 
Many a time I have been able to convince a dealer, by the use of 
my tables,that the value placed on a coin was preposterous, as it, 
by the amount coined that year, could not be considered rare or 
scarce. It is my intention to prevent abuses of this sort by 
throwing some light upon the amounts coined. The information given 
is not enough, I readily agree with you, but if it is all we are 
able to obtain, this bit is much better than none. Once more I 
wish to assure you that any-one trying to obtain the figures that 
I endeavor to give, from the source that we might mention, would 
find it a tedious and expensive, if not a fruitless undertaking. 
I have spent several hundred's of dollars in books and a few hund- 
red more paying some one in the Mexico City libraries and archives 
to copy portions of this manuscript from sources too precious to 
be loaned, and yet, by the many queries made by me to you and to 
other substantial connections in official circles in Mexico, not 
mentioning the time involved, is conclusive proof of the diffic- 
ulty that obtaining any kind of Mexican numismatic material entails. 


ee 
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It is my firm belief that conscientious collectors will 
more than appreciate a text which embodies within its covers 
all available information, thus avoiding the necessity of 
procuring ten or more other books in order to obtain what 
rightfully should have been included in a work which is 
supposed to be complete and authoritative. 


Please be good enough, Mr. Wood, of conveying to the 
members of the Publication Committee the above given reasons 
and perhaps they will agree to have the work published as 
comprehensive as it is humanly possible to write it. 

Trusting I will soon hear from you favorably, I remain, 


Yours faithfully, 


P.S. In a few days I shall return Mr. Liveright's coin and 
the book. 


July 18, 1935. 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau 

805 Chapman Building 

756 South Broadway - 
Los Angeles, California. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 


Your letter of the 14th just at hand. As you undoubtedly 
could seé, many of my notations on your manuscript were my own ideas and 
suggestions. Others, especially in the pruning down part, were following 
sugzestions made by the Committee, who told me they would like to see certain 
parts pruned down. I will admit that some of this eliminating I am somewhat 
indifferent about, though I do think that the value is not quite as much as 
you think it will be. However, this is up to you, and I will resubmit your 
manuscript when you return it to the Comittee again in the fall. They 
were fairly insistent that the Pre-Colonial part be boiled down, therefore 
I would do as much of this as I could. In one or two instances you are not 
really supply ng new inform tion and in thé place where I cut out quite a 
lot I could not see where it would have much of any especial béaring on the 
subject. I do feel that the averages that you have drawn out are a little 
misleading, especially in one or two instances and concerning the amount of 
the coinage I think the last column could be 1°-ft out, as we my have diffi- 
culty getting this colum pronverly on our small page. 


~ 


b . I do not wholly agree with you that the buyer of coins chn 
SOne his opinion wholly om even largely on the amount of silver or gold 
coined in a given year, because as you wéll know, sometimes they struck very 
few pieces of one or more ienominations and many of snother in some years 
and not in others. Really the chief thing I am anxious about is more in- 
formation about indifidual coins and descriptions of the different varieties. \' © 
Nw hip te +2 OC. & 

Another point which I mentione: before to bear in mind is 
to have the different kinds of information concentrated so that the col- 
lector can find what he is looking for as easily as possible. We do want, 
biiecwarke, as comprehensive as possible. 


I will try to get at very shortly the second book that takes 
up the Revolutionary coins. As you will note, I have given little attention 
to the coins coming after 1821, as this can be taken up separately later. 


* 


Dr. Ae Fa Pradeau rs 2 


I am very glad to see the photograph of the first provisional 
insurgent coin. I have put this, for the time being, in the place in the 
book where it belongs. I am enclosing another rubbing from Eklund but 
do not think this will have much value to us. ta 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JG Curator 


July 19, 1935. 


Dr. A. F. pradeau 

805 Chapman Bldg. 

755 South Broadway ’ 
Los Angeles, Ualifornia. 


Dear Dr. pradsau: 


/ I happened to be reading over last 
night Viliiams' account of the different types of 
Spanish gold coins. I note he was in error. In 
describing the cobs he jescribed one issue as having 
the phllars of Hercules and the Gross on the back 
and the next issue with shield and cross in #ressure. 
Those pieces with the pillars of Hercules were not 
made in Mexico but at Lima. ounly the cobs with shield 
and cross are Mexican or Bogota. I did not check up 
on iis portrait coins. iI remembered that you copied 
pretty nearly verbatim his account but do not r member 
whether you verified what he had to sayé¢ 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JG Curator 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


August lsts 1935. 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


Please pardon my delay in answering your 
letter referring to the transcribed Williams’ 
material. Years ago I wrote you a letter in 
which I stated that I didn't think much of his 
writings, and after reading your criticisms, I 
felt ashamed for having attempted to incorporate 
his article in the monograph. 


To atone for my oversight, 1 have worked 
incessantly on the subject, and as the result 
of my labors I am sending you a new Gold chapter. 
Kindly look it over and write me your reactions. 


about the re~arrangement of the monograph 
to read Gold first and Copper last, it is my belief 
that if we are to follow the historical facts 
chronologically, it would be better to present the 
chapter on Copper first, as Gold did not come into 
the picture until 1679. 


Sincerely; 


> ae 


4 . fr 
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VANDIKE 8483 


TE pitas of Dr. Rafael J. Fosalba's letter of August 3, 1935. 


* 


I have just returned from Seville, Spain, where I did some research on the .: 
early coinage of Latin America and brought with me photostatic copies of 
the original documents pertaining to such coinace,. 


My main object was to obtain data on the 4, 3, 2, and 1 maravedis pieces, 
the coinage of which was authorized the year of 1505 and were coined from 
1516 throughout almost all of the reign of Charles and Johanna. 


I have 517 such pieces which are the oldest of the American Continent. They 
were first coined in Seville, later coined at Conception de la Vega y Real, 
also in Mexico City and lastly in Santo Domingo. 


I have been able to collect some 500 specimens and photographs, all different 
varieties of this interesting series which I consider extremely rare. At 
present I am making a minute study of all of them. 


The object of this letter is to request of you photographic copies of such 
pieces that are in your museum which might dall under the following clas- 
sifications:- 


1 - Those of Charles and Johanna. 

£ —- Those similar to No. 115 of your book "Coinage of the West Indies" 

5 - Those of the silver series illustrated on pages 488 to 491 of 
Guttags book. 

4 - And any of the series.similar to 4642 also of Guttag's book. 


I must have two of each of these photographs and request that they be sent . 
on reciprocity basis and I shall gladly mention that the specimens illustrated 
belong to your museum. 


In addition to the coin illustrations the book will have photographs of the 
existent ruins of the mint edifices from which this coinage emanated, also 
portraits of the monarchs and other personages of the epoch. 


When the book is published it will be my pleasure to present to your Society 
as many copies as needed to be distributed among your fle phe interested in 
Latin-American wn EeS 


I also have in preparation another book on the Revolutionary Coinage of Mexico 
for the years 1913-17, chiefly that which was issued by the States of Durango 
Guerrero and Oaxaca, to suplenent the monographs published by you and others. 
The material was gathered by me personally while I was there, and as a courtesy 
to you I intend to follow the same numerical order as established by you in 
your second edition. 


By the enclosed pamphlet you will see that I have in preparation a three volume 
treatise on the obsidional coinage of the American continent and it will deal 
with more than 4000 pieces. Besides, we intend to reprint a series of at least 
15 articles taken from European and American Numismatic Journalss which as soon 
as reprinted I shall send to you. 


On July 18th, last we installed in Montevideo a numisnatic society and I was 


selected its first president. We shall be pleased to obtain from you the 
addresses of Latin American collectors residing in United States. 


Pd 4 
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August 8, 1935, 


Dre Ae F. Pradeau 

805 Chapman Building 
756 Scuth Broadiray 

Los Angeles, California. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 


Your letter of August lst was on my desk as I 
came up yesterGay from the country for a few days. I am glad 
you havé rewritten the account of the gold coins and I want to 
compliment you on the Work you have done snd on the very good 
description you lave given of each type. It was only a sug- 
gestion that I made concerning the order of placing gold, silver 
and copper, that order being the way it is generally done, but 
it really makes no difference. 


I am returning your menuscript and you will by 
note I have made a few corrections and I am offering a few sug- 
gestions. In the 1732 period I think both the M as well «=s the F 
should be considered as assayer's nurks because the mint mark MO 
is always given in addition. In reference to the small cebs with 
cross and three towered cestle with letters LM, In or LH, I really 
consider these as Lima. I have, es you will see, on page 20 given 
references to some of these pieces. Therefore, I would not describe 
this under Vexice. in tow or three instances you quote dates from 
Medina. I do not think this is necessary because virtually coins were 
struck each year and the dates have been recorded recently by 
Raymond in the Coin Collector's Journal. I think all my other no-_ 
tations are clear, 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JG Curator 


Ww 
Ft . 


September 6, 1935. 


Dr. Ae Fe. Pradeau 
756 South Bbroudway 
805 Chapman Blidge . 
Los Angeles, Cal. 


Dear Dre Pradeaur 


I am enclosing a letter reeentiy re- 
ceived from Dr. Fusalba. ‘There are a nuusber of things 
in it thet I thought might interest you. When you are 


through with it I wish you would return it and if you 


do not mind could you give me a rough translation of it. 
I have done the best I could in reading it but here 
may be a few minor points I did not grasp. 


Lf will get at the balance of your 
manuscript in a few days. I have really just gotten 


. through my vacation. fhe few days I have been in have 


or 


been taken up attending to pressing correspondence 
and routine matters, 


Very truly yours, 


Hy JG | Curator 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU ... 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


September l3th, 1935. 
My dear Mr. Wood:- 


Many thanks for sending me the letter of Dr. Fosalba of Montevideo, 
which I found most interesting. On the very same day of its receipt I sent 
him an air mail letter asking him to send me his sources of information 
as General Vargas did not exist during 1810-13; also the interpretation 
given by him to the numerous counterstamps which he asserts were found én 
the coinage of Zacatecas only, and which you and I know are to be found 
in all types of coinage of the epoch. My letter was courteous but I emphasized 
the need of our getting together, for if the collectors obtain different 
sources of information and these are antagonical to each other they will end 
by not believing any one. I din't fail to give him in sufficient detail 
my sources and my interpretations of the initials on the counterstamps. 

As soon as I hear from him I shall send you a free translation of his letter. 
The enclosed translation of his letter to you is sreatly condensed. As a 

true Hispano~American citizen he writes the most flowery letters, and I 

din't bother to maxe a literal translation as I din't think that was what 

you wanted. 


If we are to take this man or what he says seriously we have in him 
another Medina and I sincerely hope that it is so, as I consider the 
Hispano-American field of numismatics greatly neglected. 


Mr, Hill of san Francisco, whom I know quite well,came in to see me 
yesterday. He is on his way to Bl Paso, Tex. While here I showed him the 
wheet of rubbings that you had sent me, and to my delight he told me he 
had the specimen bearing the double counterstamp S.J.P.G. (Suprema Junta 
Nacional Gubernativa) and he has promised that on his return home he will 
forward same to me to have it photographed. 


While trying to re-arrange the photographic material in my possession 
I find that I lack copies of several gold pieces of Charles III, IIII and 
of Ferdinand vII. Will you please tell me if you can photograph them 
there? I have all the specimens but the artists of this city take very poor 
pictures of gold. I am not at all sure that some of the silver photographs 
will suit you, but as I have all the pieces, and if your laboratory can 
do it, I shall cease to worry. The photographs that I lack are for the smaller 
denominations only, so they are not manye Excepting these my photographic 
gallery of Mexican coins is quite complete. 


I hope you enjoyed your vacation , 


Sincerely yours, 


Septauber 18, 1935. 


Drs As F. Pradesau 
805 Chepran Building 
Los Angeles, California. 


Dear Br. Pradeaut 


. Your letter with the Fosalba 
matter just at hanmi. I wish to thank you for 
the translation. This was just thst I wanted. 
There were two or three little points in the 
letter that I did not eatch. I am glad that 
you have written him and although his in= 
tentions may be good, being so far away from 
Mexico he naturally might mke certain errors. 
As 4 matter of fact one cannot know everything. 


We ean photograph here «ny of 
your coins that you may wish, so do not hesitate. 
to send them on. The essential pieces that vou 
lack make a list of and I will see if I ean 
locate them elsewhere. If you are not satisfied 
with any of the photographs youthave already 
‘send on the pieces and I will see if I camnot 
improve on theme . 


Very truly yours, 


HW :JG Curator 


October 8, 1935. 


Dre A. Fe. Pradeau 
805 Chapman Puklding 
Los Angeles, California. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 


‘The other day I returned your 
manuscript with my notations on the Revolutionary 
coinage. When I sent this to you my stenogrepher 
was aay and just now have a chance to write to you. 
As a matter of fact I haven't much more to say than 
what I gotted down on the mmuseript. I found the 
enclosed note tucked away concerning the 3 Real 
piece of the first issue of Mexico. I am enclosing 
it in case I did not call this to your attention 
before. 


Vory : truly yours, 


H:JG Curator 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES October 20tie 1935. 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


Under this same cover I am sending you the revised manuscript with the 
illustrations attached close to the page in which they belons. As I mentioned 
before, some of the photographs may not suit you as they are extremely faint, 
in a few instances I misplaced either the obverse or the reverse copy of one 
or two coins, and in the $.J.N.G. counterstamped coin as well as in the s0- 
called Aztec coins of grotesque design I am waiting for Mr. Hill of san rran- 
cisco to send them to me. There are a few gold specimens that I do not have 
had good luck in the photographing of them, but i have the coins and as soon 
as you advice me 1 shall send them to you. 


In reference to the cutting down of the pre-colonial material which 
embraces only thirteen paces, I was not very successful, A few lines were 
blue penciled but most of it seems to me at least to be of extreme importance 
and I hope you will see your way clear and have the committee accept it as 
it is, with the necessary corrections, of course. 


Fath fry J arr bey thon + w 


In a foot note you ask for a full description of the two types of 
‘’ Charles and Johanna coins, also of the half real. As I only kmow of one type 
and this is going to be well illustrated, I left that portion unattended. 


eo, 
a 


Your notes about the crudity of the coins of Philip II, III, and Iv, 
also those of Charles II was also left without alteration, as we mention on 
pages 22, 21, that they were crude and illegible. However if additional 
emphasis is believed necessary, you may add what you wish. Would you mind? 
As quite a number of illustrations will accompany the reign of each monarch 
do you still think it neccessary to describe the coins? 


A 
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About the assayer's list I thought it might be a good plan to publish 
it. I kmow it is incomplete, and by adding that it is the best we can do, 
collectors reading the book will realize that we tried to cover the subject. 


a 


1 
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In a foot note, page 19, you ask me to describe the first and second 
types of Peruvian coinage. Don't you think that a photograph of each type 
would do? I noted there that I don't know a thing about Peruvian coinage, 
sO, if you wish to add the description, I would appreciate it. 


pees 
bv bk 
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At your request I have cut out the peragraph on the Charles and Johanna 
% / Sight reales pieces, page 35, but I do so reluctantly as someone is apt to 
a discover the references quoted, and I think that we should prevent them from 
coming back at us by the statement supressed, It is my belief that the average 
collector would wonder at what I, supposedly an authority on Mexican numis- 


matics, think of such pieces. 


You advice me to cut out paragraph " e " on page 78. If we do so, what 
shall we say about the findings of Medina? (Fourth paragraph of page 77). My 
statement is given as an assumption and not as a fact. Don't you think we 
better let it stand? 


Please let me hear from you at your earliest convenience, 


eae Praute Aer Siar 6 aise cic HK Sfprece. Za, , 
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October 17, 1935. 


Dre Ae Fe Pradeau 
805 Chapman Building 
756 South Broadway 
Los Angelés, Caie 


Dear Pradeau: 


Your mayuseript has just arrived and I have only of 
course @l need through it, There are two or three things I notice 
about the illustrations. Some you seem to have rephotographed from 
those we sent. They ave a litile too black and white, or contrasty, 
and would not look well on the same page with some of the others, 

If you could locate these photographs I wish you would send them to 
me. You have certainly a gool supply of photographs but it will 
be impossible to use all of thom as we Acve uot the room and the 
expense would be too great. I notice for many illustrations you have 
no credit line ~ presumably in those instances they are your coins. 


The two types I m ant of the Charles and Johanna céins © 
are those with the plus om a panel like on the three reales, They 
come in two and one .2a]1 pieces and were presumably the first issue. 
I can photograph these. Goncerning the eight real pieee i will work 
up something to fit in showing we know a out it but do not think it — 
sO hote 


Very truly yours, 


Hs JG : Cummtor 


VANDIKE 8483 _ 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


October 22nd, 1935. 
My dear Mr. Wood:- 


In answer to your letter of the seventeen; permit me to say 
that I sent you as many photographs as I had available, for you to choose 
from, and I din't think that you would use them all, as some of them are 
not clear enough, but as I mentioned in my previous letters I had enough 
material so that we would not have to worry about illustrations. As a rule 
I tried to use the material that some other collectors had, even if I had 
a Similar specimen, because they were good enough to cooperate and I thought 
that was the only decent thing to do. I took special pains to return in 
the copy of the manuscript that I sent you, the actual photographs that you 
were good enough to send me, and I took the precaution to have them re- 
photographed here in case that copy was lost in transit, and besides I wanted 
them for my files. However, within~ a day or tfiwo I shall have rounded up 
all of the photographs that you sent me, and I shall send them to you 
immediately after. 


Thanks very much for acceding to my wishes about the eight 
reales pieces of Charles and Johanna. 


I have heard from Mr. Hill of San Francisco, and by Thursday 
I expect to have the photographs of the specimens lacking in the manuscrip 
and a few notes, 


The only one that I am sending to-day, under this same cover 
is the one with the four counterstamps, which I think needs a special intro- 
duction as there are points found in the coin that appeared when I studied 
it under the microscope. You will find all the new points in a separate 
shéet. 


Waiting to hear from you, I remain, 


Respectfully yours, 


4 
E 
4 
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Dr. Ae F, Pradeag 

805 Chapmen Buiicing 

756 South Browdway : ° 
Los Angeles, Cal. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 

Zam slo ly going through your manuscript and in the 
pre-Colonial section I am putting back many of the things I first ovestton= 
ed although I do think it is a little too long. In fact, you my more 
about the cocoa beans than you say about eny individual coins. Hovever, 
on page 7 I do think all of those peragraphs where you quote Herrera and 
describe illustrations of five engrevings should be cut out as it isa 
little involved and & cannot sce that it btelps the story in any way. We 
might as well tell how the mint might have wrapped up the coins in bags 
or put them in kegs. If you wan} you ean simply say that Herrera il- 
lustrated be inguatihes how the cocoa bean was packed -_ let it go at that. 


On page 10 running over onto page 11 I really think we can 
safely omit the two paragraphs boginning "Sehagun says ete.” At the foot 


of page 11 where you compared pieces with the Chinese razor money and which — 


I gut out you ean say a few words, somthin ii this ~ "The Indians along 
the Pacific coast up into Alaska had copper gkxkeg ete.” FYhat really re- 
presented wealth rather than nioney. See Numismatist April 1033, p. 234 by 
Gibbs who uotes from a report of the National Museum for 1695 by Frank 
Bozs. I think this would give a sufficient reraliel of wealth rather 

than money for your purpose. On page 12 where you quote yourself in an 
article in the Mumismtist I think you have left out one line of thought. 
Don't you really think that these pieces although originally used as 
pottery instruments everything being recognized as a unit of value were 
ultimately made in quantities as a medium of exchange. In other words with 
the thousands that are in existence they could not have all been used for 
fabricating pottery. It is a perfectly logical development, 


I will write you further coments from time to time 
rather then swamp you with a lot of cuestions 211 at one time. I appreciate 


you want to have as much as possible in your article but we have got to think 


of space and expense. The article is really going to mke more of a volume 


that we first thoucht and I do no# want the committee to get cold feet over it. 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JG | Curator 


= f .¥ = 
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VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


October 29th, 1935, 


~ 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


It is a splendid idea of writing me from time to time about 
the manuscript. This proceedure will Simplify matters a lot for both of 
us. Now in regards to your sugsestions of October 22nd, permit me to say: 


"I say more about cocoa beans than about any individual coins" = It is true 
because that really was the Only mediae of exchange accepted throushout the 
great Mexican or Aztec empire, which extended nearly to the borders of the 
Inca civilization. The others mentioned were found in localized communities 
and cannot and should not be given greater importance. In this I may be in 
discord with Mr. Gibbs of Pitsburgh, but I am sure, he is not able to subs- 
tantiate his assertions. The paragraphs quoting Herrera are of the utmost 
importance because it is the most concise description of all the writings 

of the time and the very fact that he devoted so much time to his investiga- 
tions shows or proves the assertion made in the upper portion of this paracraph 
that cocoa beans were the only means of exchange used by the average native 
and acceptable all over the vast empire. Besides, the writines of Herrera 
can with difficulty be found,in large libraries only, it is in Spanish, and 
to my knowledge this description has only been published once, in 1895. This 
description is only four paracraphs, less fan @ page, and I would be glad to 
pay for the added cost. So please let it be ine 


"On page 10 running over into page 11, etc." you think that we can safely 

@nit two whole paragraphs beginning with"Sahagun says, etc.# - The first 
paragraph should not be omitted, but T am willing to have you cut out the second 
up to where it reads:- "The author has on two different occasions, ete." and 

the enclosed newspaper article, while it has very little bearing on the subgect 
of numismatics, it shows two figures of gold that could be reproduced and 

added to the text of the monograph, as these pieces are the ones referred to 

by Sahagun, who I quote, 


ta 


, At the foot of page 11 where hoe money SB. compared with Chinese razor money 


Permit me to call your attention that I am quoting Mr. Place. This,however, 

does not prevent us to add the statement that you suggest, and to quote and + 
refer the reader to the Numismatist of April 1933, p. 234. of which I am,frankly, 
in accord. 


P. 12 - You call my attention to having left out the thought that hoe money was 
ultimately made in quantities as medium of exchange. I thought I made that quite 
explicit in paragraph seven, of the same page. If it isn't clear, please add 
your suggestion which is exactly what I intendea to convey. 


I trust I have made everything clear and I Sincerely hope you agree 
with my viewpoint. At this time | am enclosing the pictures and description 
of the pieces sent by Hill of San Francisco. One of them is of great interest 
although I am not able to give you any information I feel certain that you 
or lirs. McCormick, who is now in Chicago, would known something about it. 


Respectfully yours, 


aHtenn.- 
# Ae “ 


November 12, 1935. 


Dr. Ae F. Pradeau 

805 Chapman Bldg. ) 

756 South Broadway 

Los Angeles, Cal. 3 


Dear Pradeau: 


A% last I have been able to study your letters and write to you. 
I have been much tied np with another manuseript, cuite a little of writing, | Ag 
preparing for a lecture and with « wonderful lot of Greek and Roman coins amoutning 
to 1500 pieces thet I had to go through and report to the Council on last Friday. 


Your letter of October 22nd has nothing more to say exeept I am 
herewith returning some of the photographs that you sent on. In many instanees I he: 
have substituted the new photographs for some that you had pasted in the book « i 
the reason being thet in the book were rephotographs and being one further removed —__ 
from the original ars not as good for reproduction because they are a little too ee 
contrasty - that is the lishts are lighter and the ‘arks are darter and the middle — 2) 
tones sre not there. Some of these questions i ask you end some of the sug estions F 
for omitting I might my are sent to you to try you out. I wuld like to omit them 
but if you can give me a good enough reason for leaving them in I ean give a better 

tory to the Publication Co mittee 1f they suggest leaving them out - thus it was sug 
with the long cugotation from Horrera, i will leave this in unless the Committee 
should insist. On page 10 I am cutting out the middle paragrarh beginning again — 
where you suggest. 


yh 
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On page 11 ~ T have ended Mr. Place's quotation at the sentence "buried a 
with their dead". I happen to know a good déal about the ancient Chinese money and ‘a a 
I could not stand for his statement. The mere fact he called it razor money showed 
he was not a Chinese scholar. Also they were actual coins and not wealth. I have 


hovever substituted the sentence about those British Columbian conper ts which to 
my mind fits the case, f 


About the .uestion on page 12 I hardly know how to mke it seem stronger 
but if you can think of a good sentence to put in saying they were made leter in __ 
gnittities do so. ; ae 

Pa 

In your lust letter, that is of November 4th, I am very glad to hear 
what you hve to say. Conedrning the illustration of Tlacog and S@nales I hardly 
know hat to say as I have not vet digested that part of your menuseript. We have 
two or three of those SC pieces of 1768. If you do not have one and want one I 
would be glad to give you one. To me they have a rather modern look. / 

Concerning that crude silver cuartilla which you think might 
first is ue of 1552 would you take a chanee and illustrate 4t? i 


I think tha 
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Nov. 12, 1935 


were right in putting it down as early. Mave you any data as to its type - 
_ because it does seem rather strange that we get nothing like it for 230 years? 
The nice piece without mint mark I thought possibly might be for the Philippines 
though made in Mexico because Perez tells me that those undated pieces were for the 
_ Philippines. As yet I heve received no answer from our South American friend. I 
sent him a lot of photographs ond should har from him any time now. 


bate: I have gone through some more pages of your manuscript and here are my. 
queries = on page 14 ~- I think I have asked this before but in case I haven't I 
think it would be well to siy that no Tepuzcues are known today and none of the 
slugs have been recognized as suche 


On page 15 - first paragraph, is there any sort of a deserpiton of these 
extant and should you judge that they might be tinnk picees of metal stamped either 
intaglio or in incuse depressions from punches and not form what we might call dies? 


Page 17\= the paragraph beginning "The work of improving" - can there not aha 
be some confusion in this account with that on p.ge 14 on account of the similarity 
of years 1526 and 1536 ~ becavse I should judge th re were no Teppzque gold discs 
left in 1536 and ?f there wore any thoy were outlawed and melted gown into bullion. 
Just study these two paregraphs over. 7 | | 


Fage 19 ~ | have writ en a dese iption of the eerly Peruvian types. 


Page 20 = I wuld Like to cut out the last paragre oh “Beneroft goes on to 
relate" Although interesting it is not really germain to the subject. 


; Page 22 « first parag aph ~ I heave taken the Liberty of rewriting it as 
follows? "The money minted in New Spain did not bear the date of coinage before the 
death of Philip III. After this time one finds some picces in which the date is 
visible but on account of the crudeness of the pieces the irregularity of the 
plancets and at times to the clipping of them the cates oftentimes do not show as 
they were usually around the edge". be 

| RCE S© Cow 

Page 26 = last line letter D = as the dates 1728 and 1750 ure of Philip fits 
reign I have transferred this to the next page by adding in the line where you give 
only the date 1727, these other two do tes. 


) Also I wish you would rewrite your note because the change of the mint master’s 
' 4nitials in 1742 from obverse to reverse mecessitated the use of only one intiial. 
This continued asbng as the two worlds type vas made.(I forget the nume you gave 
this type). This type went through 1771. From 1742 through 1769 an M only appeared. 
{In 1770 and 1771 the mint initel was an F. There is no need of quoting Guttag or 
Fonrobert because afjthe coins .cre thus. 


‘Under Ferdinand VI you sta’e MF appeared on coins dated 1746 to 1752. This | 
should read, I think, 1747 to 1752 because Philip V coined into 1747. <A change of 4 
type on reverse was mide on the gold coins in 17535 and without checking a goin of 
1753 becav ce I have not got one I feel confident the MM came in that year. On your 
note at bottom of page 27 you speak of two imown spetimens dated 1870 and 1872. 


> oN a 


Nove 12, 1935. 


Dr. Pradeau = 2 


, a 
Can these be genuine coins? Are they not fancy pieces or Inglish counterfeits, nt 
as I have seen beautiful counterfeits of Charles Iv mode of Shefficld plate I think 
for the China trade. Unless you are sure of these pieces I doubt if I would mention 
them. : . 2 


Pages 29 = 30 . This may disppoint you but as we are going to illustrate. | 
rather fully, I think we can save expense bet cutting out the cuts of arms a= he 
especially as these arms are not a sure index of the coins from the American mints 
and do show the srms on the coinse This is eli for the present, Sia ee ee oie 

Kecuritol, " nS ; 
4 Very truly yours, 


HW:JG asia Curator 


November 18, 1935. 


Dre Ae Fe. Paadcau 
805 Chapmn Building 
Los Angeles, California, 


Dear Pradeau: 


I have gone through with a fine tooth comb the manuscript up to 
page 39 and herewith are my find ings. 


Page 31 - I wonder if it would be possible to distinguish those 
first copper coins that I understand were »ade in Spain, San Domingo and Mexico, 
Fosalba is apparently working on these. I suppose some of these were made in 
rr Mexico but which ones? In looking through o hot of them one quickly sees that 
they fall into two or three distinct classes - judging from style. Some of 
the diesvare fairly voll ¢ut ~- othars are crude. The well cut dies seem to be 
on larger and thinker planchets,. Also, some have the ficure 4 and others have 
IIII. Wost of the smaller thicker kind have the IIII, Do you know if any of 
these have been found in Mexico or in suffici- nt numbers to put them down as 
a Mexican issue? In times past they have been extremely plentiful in San 
Nomingo and Porto Riso. I really think this is the coinage you refer to on 
page 31 and I was wondering if we should not illustrate one of these? If so, 
you might write a paragraph stating that this presumably is the type referred to. 


Page 34 = When do you think the tokens you mention in your fourth 
peragraph were first used. I do not remeber ever secing any copper pieces 
that looked much more than 150 years old. If you hove any dats or ideas I 
think some dates should be mentioned. 


: Page “5 - In the sarsgroeph about the 3 Real piece I have adied 
this note concerning our specimen to the wffect that"this piece was illustra- 
ted in Memorial Numismatico Bsranol by D. Alvaro Campaner y Fuertes Vol, 4, 
1880, Plate II, No. 8" ‘There are certain cracks and the clipped outline of 
the piece absolutely icentifying this piece. 


Page 36 = In my last letter I asked you whether we should il- 
lustrate that little crude cuartills tmt we have. Since then I have located 
in our collection another one that I think fits in better. It has got the 
monogram of Philipus on one side and the cantonned cross on the other. This 

’ weighs 9 decigrammes. The first piece submitted I really think mst be later 
because I very much doubt if 200 odd years lster they would have adopted the 
P exact same design. The weight of the Castle and Lion piece is 7} decigrammes, 
ae They are both by veight ond size qmrter reales without a doubt. I really 
i255. Shink the Philip monogram picce is of the 1552 issue. If you concur with me 
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Dr. Pradeau = 2 November 18, 1935. 
I wish you would change that paragroph and we will illustrate it. 


Page 37 - the sixth par graph bothers me; fhe one starting"Accord ing 
to a letter" - as this paragraph is not borne out by the facts I think you 
it might be well to leave it out. Also, your attempts to explain it are not 
quite right, especially ~here he says this wag remedied by the end of 1735. 
I have never seen it abbreviated PHS on any coin before 1743 when it was 
adopted on the 2 real, 1 real and 1/2 real pieces and continued on through the — : 
next reign into the end of this type of Charles III. In other words, it \ 
didn't start out so but it ended up so on the smaller pieces. In your next 
paragraph you mention it is found on the 2 real pieces only, which is not a 
fact. I also think that you have not stated quite as clearly as you might the 
two types that came in in 1732. The first type similer to the previous type 
seems to hove been struck in the years 1732, 1735, 1734 and then went out of 
existence. JI have never seen a really round specimen of this type. All of 
them seem to be cut pieces rather the crude edge pictces. In other words 
similar to the Guatemale coins. You also state that this type, as I interpret 
what you say, continued until 1745. I have never seen a specimen dated after 
1734. 


i a 
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. The two vorld type evidently began to be struck in 1732 although I 
should gudge they were very rare. Look at Guttag's book page 307 where he 
illustrates one and gives cuite a little information. He also illustrates two © 
varieties of 1733, . 


Page 38 - next to last psragraph. I <o not follow you on this. 
Where you state that the mint mark be placed somewhere away from the pillars 
of Herculesefis the Mexéco City mint had long since made this chs inge this 
order was not taken in consideration. As near as I can moke out the mint 
mrk has always been near the pillars. 
I think this is enough for the time being, 


Very truly yours, 


Hi: JG Curator 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


November 18th, 1935. 


My dear lr. Wood:- 


From your letter of November 12th, I learned that you agreed with 
me in leaving part of the paragraph that you suggested cutting out, and also 
in using the material sent in the form of a newspaper clipping. One thing 
I wish to call your attention to and that is that I thought that the British 
Columbian shields were of gold, and not of copper. Am I in error? 


About the 4th. paragraph of page one of your letter. I am 
sénding you in a separate sheet something that can be added to meet your 
requirements. 


About the 5th. paragraph. I will be pleased to have one of your 
duplicates of the SC 1768 coins. I do not own one. T shall be interested in 
knowing the final outcome on the tlacos and pilones. 


Regarding your paragraph on the silver quartillas I have no 
adiitional data to impart to you on them, but I feel that we are justified 
in illustrating it and calling it of the first issue of 1552. Whether we should 
mention that the Mexico City mint coined silver for the Philippines, I think 
it would be nice to do so, but the impression I have received is that Mr. Perez 
wishes to have it known that Mexico coined silver for the Philippines with a 
special mint mark or none at all. This is not the case. Mexico supplied the 
cOined money, but it was against the rules and regulations of the mint to strike 
any pieces without the distinguishing marks, mint assayers and city symbol, 
to whom the crown could come back to make them responsible in case of error or 
fraud. 


The doctor from South America has not seen fit to answer my air 
mail, registered, return receipt letter that I sent him. The receipt was returned 
to me about three weeks ago. 


My answer to the 2nd., Srd. and fourth paracraphs of page two of 
your letter is found in the enclosed sheet of inserts. Your remark about the 
date, on page 17, beginning with "The work of improving" is quite timely, but 
I have verified the statement and it is correct as gfiven,. 


Many thanks for writing the description of the Peruvian tyves. 
Please eliminate the last paragraph of page 20 as you suggest. Your remarks 
about page 22 are perfectly satisfactory and the change has been made in my 
copy of the manuscript. The same applies to the change from page 26 to p.27. 


I hope the insert for p. 27 will meet with your approval. My 
quotations of different collections are there principally to know the source 
of the information. Youjéliminate as Many as you wish. Continuing with p.27 
I have changed the date as you suggest. The only portion I have not verified 
is the MM of 1753, but as you are and have been right in all other changes 
I have taken for granted you know better, therefore I have made the change. 
About the 1870-1872 coins, mentioned by Medina and others, if you don't mind 
I would leave in with the addition of the enclosed insert. Your elimination 
of pases 29 and 30 is perfectly satisfactory. All the coins and descriptions 
I sent you in the last two weeks are from Mr. Hill's collection. 


Mir, Wood, 


You may place them where ever it is your pleasure as you now 
have all of the monograph and I am sure that your opinion will be much 
better than mine. 


I looked in all my records and I have not been able to confirm 
the information given by Mr. Perez. I shall continue to look for it and will 
let you know if I run across something of importance pertaining the Philip- 
pine coinage. 


The photographs arrived by regular mail, this morning. Many 
thanks for the numerous courtesies and allow me to congratulate you on the 
keenness of your mind, for you have been able to detect errors that had 
escaped me such as the "D" of Philip V dated 1728 and 1730, of his second 


reign. 
Yours respectfully, 


November 21, 1935. 


Dre Ao Fe Pradeau 
805 Chapszan Building 
Los Angeles, California. 


Dear Dr, Pradeaut 


. Lam enclosing that 1768 Tiaco. If you 
wish you might say a few words more concerning these and 
if you have an especially interesting piece we might il- 
lustrate one or two. We have ao few ourselves of these odd 
shaped pieces. in my letter of the other day I wrote you 
concerning the cuartillas so there is no need of taking 
these up farther until I hear from you. J gathered from 
Perez that the pleces Mexico struck for the Philippines 
had the Mexico mint mork on them but without daves and that 
probably other consicnments were sent over softer 1794. 
Those struck on the island he has records of but has no 
idea as to vhat they look like. I have incorporated your 
other additions that you sent on a separste sheet. The 
first chance I get I will verify the mint master's initials 
on the 1753 piece, 


I will be away all of next weck. 


Very truly yours, 


HW :JG Curator 
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VANDIKE sacs . " 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 
November 25th, 1925. 
My dear Mr. Wood:- 


I have before me your letter of November 18th. and as a result 
of your findings I am enclosing another sheet of inserts, which will take care 
of your suggestions for pages 31 and 37. 


Your addition to page 55 is a good one. Many thanks. 


Reearding the silver fourths it is my opinion that the one with 
the monogram of Philipus on one side and the cantonned cross on the other is 
a one-half real piece clipped or worn. The piece with the castle and lion 
is the one we have searched for years. I have measured the cantonned cross 
very carefully and it is of exactly the same dimention as the helf reales in 
my possesione. 


In reference to the eight paragraph, page 37, it is correct. 
My belief is that the macuquina type of coinage continued until the second half 
of the year 1754, but Herrera, in his book "Hl Duro" p. 17, asserts that they 
continued minting them until 1743. 


I am now working on the third paragraph of your letter and if I 
find any dates regarding the copper tokens mentioned on page 34 I shall let you 
know. I am also working on the next to the last paragraph of page 38. My next 
letter will probably throw some light upon both of these two points. 


While I was writing this letter yours of the 2lst. instant arrived 
bringing with it the specimen of 1768 for which I thank youe 


By this time I find myself rather mystified about Dr. Fosalba of 
South America, as he has had more than sufficient time to reply to my letter of 


Sept. 9th. that was sent by air mail and was received by him on the 16th of the 
Same month. 


Very sincerely yours, 


atin fe 
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DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


November 26th, 1935, 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


VANDIKE 8483 t 


~ see re ad 


This letter is to serve as a supplement to the one I wrote 
to you yesterday and I hope it gets to you about the same time as the 


Other, so as to not inconvenience you too much. 


In the sheet of corrections to page 57 - 4th. paragraph - 
I discovered that the complete name of the architect is D. Nicolas Peinado 


y Valenzuela; that of his assistant is Alonso Garcia Cortes. 
find it advisable, please make the change. 


On paragraph Seventh, same sheet I found that I 


— if. you 


made two 


errors. On line 10 the mint mark M * 1732 * M should be surmounted by the 


low case letter " o " on both m's. - On line 15 I Say that the piece measured 


59 mm. and should be thirty five millimeters. 


Regarding the approximate dates on which tlacos were issued 


by private firms, haciendas or mining interests, I can Only find record of 
“about the middle of the 18th. century" which is quite indefinite but that is 
the best I can do. I sat up until mid=night last night looking up all of 

my references and the best as well as the most recent article to quote 

is the one entitled "Mexican Hacienda Tokens" published in the Spink & Sons 


Circular of Mareh 1934 by Manuel Romero de Terreros, Marques 


de San Francisco, 


an ardent Mexican collector with whom T have been in constant touch. 


While I am tn the subject of copper cOinage, permit ne to 
refer you to the end of paragraph 4 of page 34 in which I give the values 
as 2/4 - 1/4 - and 1/8 of a real. This is a mistake. The word cuarto (pl. cuartos) 


is literally translated as fourth or fourths but this is not 


the actual meaning 


as the meaning is gopper fourths (cuartos de vellon) and of these, according to 
Spanish monetary laws there were sixteen cuartos de vellon to each silver real. 


This would make the 2/4 coin worth only one eight of a real; 


the 1/4 piece 


etx, Would be one~sixteenth of a real; and the 1/8 specimen is then equivalent to 


‘nals 


K" 


Pas 


Se, 


nae 


one thirty-second of a real. Approximately 13 cents for the first; 3/4 of a cent 


for the second, and 3/8 of a cent for the last. The law of Sept. 8th, 1728 
changed the value of the Silver real to 20 euartos de vellon, but this was 
invalidated in 1737, so the value of the silver real in 1814 was the one here 


mentioned, 


The next to the last paragraph on page 38, relative to the mint 


mark should read as follows: 


¢°" The real pracmatica 


inscription of the side bearing the pillars." 


(royal ordinance) of May 29th 1772 decreed that the mint 
mark be placed on the coins somewhere away from the pillars of Hercules. In the 
Mexico City mint this order was ignored as the ff symbol continued on the marginal 


This information I obtained and translated literally, but as you say 
the mint mark has always appeared near the pillars, therefore I maxe the chance. 


Yours very truly, 


= x 57 ae 


December 6, 19356 


Dr. Ae Fe Pradeau 
805 Chapman Building 
756 South Broadway 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Predeau: 


‘Your three letters wre on my desk when I returned from being 
away for a week. JI will include the silver quarter real showing the lion and 
the castle but I ao not think it would be well to say anything bout the other A 
one, as it is problematical whether it is a half or a quarter. » sonally, I ae 
think it ig a quarter. Not being worn down at all as the bulk of the halves ae 
were, it is thicker than the average specimen we sec. I think the size of it 
is as it was oricinally made. As we can't say anything about it we will leave “ge 
it oute A hs 


Concerning the eighth paragraph on pe 57, as you do not quote : 
Herrera I am inclined to think I would change the date to 1734 rather than 1743. 
Herrera or the printer could have transposed these two last figures. We all 
know that errors do creep into the works of the best writers and it is almost 
an axiom that errors once made are repeated tine and again by subsequent writers : 
who take it for granted that what the first writer says is correet and do not = 
check up. As neither you, I or Guttag have ever seen & cob dated after 17% i 
I think the facts would make it thet year. Unless you find some statement con~ 
cerning copper tokens I would say they protebly came in about the second half 
of the eighteenth century. tT have added the full name of the architect and 
his assostant on page 57 and have wade the correction by putting the small a 
4's over the m's on the 1782 pleces. ! ad 


 Iwish you would write out just the wording you wish to £0 uy 
in concerning the real wilue of the copper pieces in relution to the reals. I 
would rather not attempt to insert just what you have written in the sanuscript. 
I think it would be well to cut out that paragraph on mge 38 beginning with | 
"The real pragentica of Mey 29, 1772,"because on all of the coins before and A 
efter from Mexico Guatemala, Potosi, Lima and Chile the symb0l is near the a 
pillers. In other words, mo mint ever sade any such change. 


Now, concerning the seventh paragraph on p. 37, portly 


Dr. Pradeau = 2 December 6, 1955. 


for the Mexican authorities to fill in mint masters’ initials, ete. I am 
returning this paragraph because if I hold it here I micht lose it or get 
mixed up about it. Iam enclosing photograths cf some very nice copper 
pieces I borrowed from H. De Gibbs. ‘e probably will use one or two of 
these in place of the one we now have. You can keep these by indicating to 
me by 1, 2, 3 or 4 any you might want to use. 

0 


The other day I was reading over a manuscript for a mn on Texan 
money. This sentence I challenged but I think it is of enough interest to 
send it to yous "A great part of the currency (of Texas) consi:ted of 
‘hammered doliara* which is the old Spanish dollar from which the Roggl 
effigy had been effaced by the Mexicans as a testimony of their indignation 
tovards their former rulers." There my. be a grain of truth in this but I 
do not remember ever seeing any dollars so treated. if you have, you might make 
mention of ite At any rate they connot be called the hanmered dollars as I 
presume if that name was used it applied to the old cob. I have not had a 
chance to go through yow manuscript eny further, but will get at it soon. 


Very truly yours, 


HG | Curator 


Decenber 10, 1955, 


Dre Ac Fe Pradeau 
805 Chapman Building 
756 South Broadway 
New York City. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 


I have gone through the gold portion of your manuscript. 
which takes up to page 47 and see nothing to comment on except I have joined 
your last two sentences in the last paragraph on page 39. I am sending you ee 
herewith a description of the Charles and Johanna pieces which I mentioned ice 
to you sometime ago I would do. {I would say that this chould be inserted Mile 
following the next to the last paragraph on page 36. 1 have not mentioned 
the cuartilla as I thought possibly you might like to change the last sen- 
tence of the next to the last paragraph that you added a short while ago 
end add a descripticn of the plece we decided upon at the end of what I 
have just written, vith a statement that this possibly is the pieces in 
question. : : 


I am enclosing a rubbing of a 2 real piece that we have 

just acquired. It is smller than any of the head type but is the same size 

as the two world type. Its weight is only 4.04 grammes instead of 6.7 grammes 
and appears to be of good silver from well-cut dies. In fact, the lettoring 

seems to be mde from the same punches as used on the pieces of previous years. 
You will note that the head gods into the border so that the end of the laurel 
wreath is cut off. I have no other 2 real piece of this date to see if they " 
made any of the larger size. You may have a 1787 yourself and can compare it. 
I do not know that we need to mention this but I thought it would be inter- ia? 
esting for you to know sbout, 7 : i 


y Very truly yours, 


HW: JG Curator 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


December llth, 1935. 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


This is in answer to your letter of the sixth and I am enclosing 
an insert to ‘take care of the copper coinage as mentioned in your third 
paragraphs On the insert to page 37 you will find corrections made to 
take care of the suggestions offered by you. 


If you wish we could insert a parasraph somewhere either in the 
silver coinage or in the reign of Philip V stating that it is vossible 
that silver cuartillas were used thepes and to substantiate our statement 
we are publishing a photograph of the one in your posession. 


About the date 1743 being 1734 I am thoroughly in accord with you 
but in my copy I find that 1 quote Herrera in one or two places besides 
the one you mention, I think it would be-well to strike them all out. 


Many thanks for the photographs of the copper Charles and Johanna 
pieces of Mr. Gibbs. They are beauties. Anyone of them would make a nice 
cut and if I were to éliminate any, I would say that number four is the 
least desirable. However, in this as in many other instances I leave the 
selection to you. 


With reference to the last paragraph of your letter, allow me to 
say that during the war of independence (1810-1821) many of the insurvcent 
provisional specimens show that an attempt was made to efface the obverse 
and reverse designs of the Spanish Colonial coins by hammering them. 

This however was not in testimony of the indicnation of the Mexicans 
toward their Spanish rulers, as history quite clearly demonstmates that 

as Napoleon had deposed Ferdinand VII and placed Joseph Napoleon on the 
throne of Spain, the residents of New Spain, whether native or Spaniard 
wanted Ferdinand to come to New spain to rule over them. Some mention 

of this is made in the manuscript when dealing with insurgent provisionals, 
under Sypreme National Council. 


I hope I have covered all the points raised in your above mentioned 
letter. 


Very truly yours, 


‘ey 


a + 


J Pradeau, A .F. 
Hovland Woed - \ratonal : 
(Los Ange leg, CA | 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


January 2lst, 1956. 
My dear Mr. Wood:- 


. On January 8th. Ur. Fosalba of montevideo, wrote me a letter 
by Air Mail in answer to mine of Sept. 9th. last. ne offers his excuses 
because of the delay which was caused by his beingon an archeological mission 
in Brazil. His letter is three pages long and as flowery as the one he wrote 


you. In substance this is what he has to say about the following:- 


L.V.0. — Stand for Luziaga, verduzco (and) Odriozola. - My answer to Dr. Fosalba: 
The names stand for insurrent commanders and the coin bearing this 
inscription is a Royalist one. Besides Iuziaga and Odriozola sre 
uninown not only to me but. to all historians thet I was 2able to 
consult. br. Fosalba claims that the Latin interpretation given by 
me {Labor Vincit Omnis) is wrong because it isn't grammatically cor- 
rect and 1 agree with him that it should be "Labor .Otfmia Tincit™ . 
in my answer to him | tried to tell him that the Latin inscrip- 
tions of that date whether in medals, coins, or books were usually 
incorrect as theyewere very few competent Latin scholars. This 
same explanation applies to the coin bearing the "L.¥.S." counter= 
stamp which Dr. Fosalba claims should not be "Labor Vincit Semper"™ 
but it should be taken to mean "Luziaga, Verduzco, serrano". Of 
these three names Verduzéo is the only one known to me or anjone 


’ 


else. 
Je M. Le - Dr. Fosalba attributes this counterstamp to Jose Maria Luziaga and 1 
call his attention to the fact that no sucha man existed and no 
— ddubt he means Liceaga. 


L.C.M. - He attributes this counterstamp to "Luziaga, Cos, Morelos" . Assuming 
‘ that he means nLiceaga 1 am writing to Dr. Fosslba that these 
three insurgent commanders were at all times antagonistic to each 
other; therefore it is not likely that they would consent to have 
their names linked in a counterstamp. 


M.V.A. = vur South American friend interprets this counterstamp as follows: 
"Morelos, Verduzco, Allende". If you remember that this counterstamp 
bears the date of 1612,regardless of the fact that it appears on 
coins dated from 1805 to 1819, it certainly would not have had 
retroactive effects as the insurgent leader Allende was shot in 
July of 1811. 


As I mentioned, I have written by air mail to Dr. Fosalba telling 
him exactly what I am telling you and I leave it to you to decide whether he or 
i haves the most plausible interpretation. However, if you consider thet I am 
correct , I would suggest that you consider making a footnote giving the inter- 
pretations of Dr. Fosalba. 


to_the recant death of my mother this is the first time that I 
have interested myself in my book. I am inclosing check for my dues and will be 


eager to hear from you about the material contained in this letter. 


Respectfully, 


Jonmry 27, 1936. 


Dr. As Fe Pradeau 
805 Chapman Build ing 
756 South Broadway 
Los Anceles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 


I am sorry to hear of the loss of your mother. My om 
passed away about ten months agoe 4 
a 

I herewith acknowledge your eheek for your dues. ws cy 


Concerning your notes fren Mr. Fosalba, will start 
by saying as yet we have not heard from him. In every instance where 
Fosalba thinks differently from you I consider that you are right. He 
too far away to know all the fine points.d@ the Mexican coinage, obsc re 
history etc., Without imowing a thing about these various wen and leader 
in the revolution I would say his deductions were pretty far fetched ey 
that your interpretation of the monograms are more logical and probably 
nearer to the truth than his. He apmrently ties up each initial to. ah | 
leader's name.On the face of it I think such a thing is most ratte en 
They did either stand for one person or for a motto or for something fa rly 7 
well known locally at the time. I do not think I would bother to mke a 
footnote on Dr. Fosalba's interpretations as they se em to me so far fet 


Your manuscrirt is now in the hands of the Publ tection iF 
Committee as one of the mabers of this is going throuch it. I laid See 


befor ¢ them the other day and they seem to want every date and denomin: 
listed. I told them thas with the older ie-uee i would be almost dm 


48) ¢ Pe » Oe a 
that at any rate it waild involve a terrific amount of labor and wo re ke 
a long time and I for one would not want to undertake this. Unless 
have a pretty extensive notes on what denominations were struck oo ch 
I would like to stave this off. It would moke a nice check list f 
collectors but it would add a prea deal to the expenes. . 


Did you receive my le ter a few ve 


a, 


‘Dr. Pradeau - 8 January 27, 1956. 


r 


nearly unique? This is all I have to report for the present, 


Very truly yours, 


and also an illustration of a 20 Peso piece which I understand is pre 


ribbing of an ingot bearing the name of Charles V that a consider phikkas : 


a HNRJG ae tay Curator . . rue ae 


. : Hc : 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


February 5, 1936. 


My dear Tir. Wood:- 


Many thanks for your letter of Jan. 27th . I also wish to 
acknowledge your letter of Jan. 2nd, to which came attached a rub- 
bing of one of the coins of Cortes. Enclosed you will find what 
I have to say about them, using your rubbing as the described piece 
for I have not seen one of them. 


In your letter of the 27th you mention having sent me 
an illustration of a £0 peso piece which you consider unique. 
I presume that you sent that somewhere else as it is not even men- 
tioned in your letter of Jan. 2nd. but I would be interested in 
seeing it. 


As soon as I hear from lr. Fosalba I shall be pleasalto 
let you know of his impressions about my retuttals which were sent to 
him the same day I received his letter. 


It isn't quite clear to me what the Publication Committee 
wishes to have. By”every date and denomination’ do they mean photorraphs 
besides descriptions? In reference to the amounts struck for each 
denomination, this information does not seem to exist anywhere, and 
in the few instances where I was able to obtain it, I made sure that 
it was placed in the proper place of the manuscript. My notes as sent 
to you is all I have heen able to acquire, as I don't believe in concealing 
anything and I would gladly incorporate more information if it were 
available, You can assure the Committee that I have not Spared time 
or money in obtaining as fuch fata as it was possible to get, and it is 

Ge FY tn 


a EY aek mow /* G@ s t 
with deep regret that I, Comment supply an-ore inforzation. 


I note that you have checked the initials on the coinage of 
1752 to 1755. I shall do the same at this end and will communicate to 
~ you any findings. 


Of late there has come to my attention that the L.V.0. pieces 
of Zacatecas, chiefly those of the 8 reales denomination, appear in 
| two types: the ones struck with a die and others cast. My opinion is that 
< the cast pieces are counterfeits. What do you think? They are que aceserale , 


Yours respectfully, 


Ok aa heace— 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


April 16th, 1936. 


Mr. Howland Wood, 
New York City. 


” 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


Since January 27th last I have not had 
a word from you. 


I would appreciate your letting me know 
what the outcome was, for in your last letter you 
notified me that the Publication Gommittee had the 
monographe 


Many thanks, 


5 ' 


VANDIKE 8483 


April 18, 1936 


Dr, As Fe Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Building, 
756 South Broodway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradea us 


I do not blame you for wondering what has become of me 
end the decision of the Committee. I wrote you that they 
thought there should go in a table showing the different de- 
nominatioms dssued each year. I have been holding off writing 
to see again one of the members of the Committee to clear up a 
little more jus* how to go about this. 


The manuscript is back in my hands but since it came 
back I have been so busy with other things I have hat had a 
chance to take up other points with you. 


However, I do have scme good news to impart. We can 
now publish monograths in s larger sive than what we have done 
heretofore. This will clear up sane of the technical problems 
relating t your manuscript, as I have never felt satisfied, 
and probably you have never thought our smll form was the best. 
We Gan now lay out your manuscript mich larger, The exact size 
has not yet been detcrmined but it will be ¢endiderably larger 
then the old form. 


I will be away for abat two weeks amd when I get back I 
probably will be busy catching up with accurmlated work, but 
will d my best to begin again on yor menuscript. 


I have been hoping that J.S. Garza of Mexico City and the 
Club down there could help me on d:nomimtions and dates. Garza was 
up here a while ago end made v'rious promises but several letters 
I have written him since then have been unanswered, 


| Very truly yours, 


Curator 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


April 27, 1936. 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


After nearly three months without a word from you I was 
certainly glad to see your letter of the 18th instant. 


The book by Mr. Raymond on Spanish American Gold coins 
is already in my library, and I shall use it in compiling or trying 
to compile the list of denominations coined each year. I doubt that, 
with the scant resources available in this part of the country, I'll 
be able to add more than a half dozen. 


In dealing with Mr. Sanchez Garza it has been my experience 
that he is not eager to answer letters except when he himself is vitally 
interested. Years ago I purchased several hundred dollars worth of 
coins from him, and since then I have not been able to obtain a single 
answer to my humerous letters to him. Mr. Hill of San Francisco also 
complains along these lines. For some time I have heen planning to go 
to Mexico City but for one reason or another my plans have not mate- 
rialized. 


What do you think about the cast pieces of Zacatecas of the 
L.V.0. type? I asked you about these in my letter of February 5, last. 
I hope you have formed an opinion. 


The most important thing I have discovered in the last month 
is that there are NVA. counterstamps bearing the 1811 date. If you turn 
to page 16 of War of Independence period you will see that we only 
mention the 1612 date. It is my belief that the order was issued in 1811 
consequently the first dies carry this date; then when the new year came 
along and following the usgual custom the date was changed by making new 
dies which carried the 1812 date. As the war prolongued itself, engravers 
and assayers were in demand (the Guadalajara mint was closed for lack of 
the latter) the resurected 1811 die as well as the 1812 ones were used 
uninterfuptedly until 1819. I have a cast peso later struck by the Chihua- 
hua mint with regular dies. it carries the date 1819 and counterstamped 
MVA. - 1811. in the usual manner.. 


I presume that the twenty peso piece, mention of which was made 


by you Jan. 27th, which appeared in the April number of the Coin Col- 
iectors Journal is the same one. I am sorry to say that this piece is not 


& conmemorative one. It is a pattern. 


I have not received any letters or literature from Mr. Fosalba 
of South America, although he announced in his second letter that he was 
doing so. 


Sincerely yours, 


SC A —— 


May &, 1926 


Dr. A» F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg., 
756 South Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Deer Doctor Pradeaut 


I got back day before yesterday and since then have 
been trying to answer your letter. 


I have gone over a number of pages of the manuscript and 
am herewith submitting to you some of the changes and suggest- 
dons of the Committee; also I am enclosing a lis» of the Mexi- 
ean Colonial coins we have as possibly there might be a date 
jointed to the assayerts initials you might not have on records 
I will get after one or two collectors here to see if I can 
help round out the dates, etc. 


Just where to put in the text this catalogue card I 
have not cudte determined. We may have to combine in one place 
one or two of the items y u have in severel places because I 
have always had the feeling that some of the fitems in your text 
are rather scattered and wo ld be hard for any collector looking 
up a coin to quickly locate. 


I have locked over all of my Zacatecis pieces and find all 
of them are struck. I do not remember ever seeing any cast ones; 
therefore I can not give you any expert knowledge but I should 
say that these pieces are probably fakes, That is, made in recent 
times to supply a demand, A careful examination of these might 
show whether they are counterfeits of the time or of recent manu- 
facture. I can see no reason why they should have been officially 


made during the Revolution as dies seem to have been very 
plentiful, 


That certainly is an important find concerning the MV A 
type with date 1811. W411l you rewrite this paragraph? 


The 20 pesos piece I mentioned was the one that appeared 
in the Coin Collectors! Journal, I think Wayte Raymond will be 


w Bw 
Drs Re Fa Pradeau » 
May 2, 1936 | 


surprised to learn that it is a pattern. 
Not a word as yet from Fosalba, 


Here are some of the suggestions of the Publication Com- 
mittee: 


P,1, Imtroduction: They suggest you cut out the second 
paragraph beginning with "The author.....". 


P.d,.the heading: The word is "Media", not "Mediae™, It 
is the plural of medium, 


P.8, Pre-Colonial Period: Next to the last line both 
the Committee and I were bothered with your use of the word 
"“obsidional. This strictly means seige. I see that you mean to 
state it is of an odd type. Why not cut that clause out, be- 
ginning with "....but weré' distinctly and definitely obsidional 
in type", and say simply, "As Pre-Colonia, as can be seen by 
the following data®, | 


P.17, Colonial Period, (5) 19th liner: You have the 
word "speculations®, Do you mean "peculations"? If you mean 
"speculations", why not say instesd of using one word, "and 
possibie chance for speculation", 


P.20, bine 22; "The Theologian Counsel", If this was 
the name of the counsel, all right. Or do you mean "Theological 
Counsel"? 


P.22,. As we are to pblish denominations and dates, we 
can either leave all the dates you have given here or cut this out 
@atirely and put it in a new form elsewhere, There are two ways 
Wwe cen handle this matter. The way Raymond hes done, which will 
take up considerable room but will lesve blank spaces for any 
collector to insert other dates or we can put it in more condensed 
form, that is, beginning a line with eight reals and a cont! nuous 
string of the dates know. Then start with 4 reals, two reals, 
etc. This, of course, should be divided under the different 
rulers. 


This question, nowever, comes upk. It is almost essential 
to put in the assayerst initials against’ those dates, Of course 
on the coins of Charles and Johanna and Philip II we have no 
dates and only a very few dates on Philip III. 


» 


a 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau 
May 2, 1936 


This is far as I have gotten in your manuscript. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 
ENCL. 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 
May ll, 1936. 
My dear Mr. Woods: 


I have spent the better part of the last three days trying 
to comply with your wishes about the list of denominations issued each 
year along with the assayer's initials as shown by each coin. I Ghecked 
the list of the ones you sent me with the pages £6-27-28 of the manuscript 
and it tallies perfectly. However, it lacks the denominations, and shall 
continue to work on it. As soon as you obtain information along these 
lines please send it over. 


Thanks for your opinfon about the cast Zacatecas LeV.0. peso. 
I shall change the MVA paragraph, 


Your suggestions for additions or ommissions to pages l, 3, 8, 
17, 20, and 22 have been made in my copy of the manuscript. Many thanks. 
On Page 20, line 22 the correction reads "Theological Council", 


On page Colonial period 24, Golda coinage 7, seventh line from 
the bottom I have changed it to read "the years 1814 to 1820" as Raymond 
has all these dates on page 15 of his book "Spanish American (Gold coins", 


May I ask you if you have in your library copies of the 
Treasury reports (Memerias de Hacienda) of Mexico for the years 1857 to 
1867% Even if it is only one I wish you would lend it to me, I may be able 
to find something there about the mints of Durango and Guadalajara, 
Both of these mints were leased from December 24, 1857 to 1867 and I 
suspect that they were rented to the same firm, which by the way, it is 
Still an unknown quantity or entity with me. No one in Mexico has been 
able to help me with this point. The best they have had to offer is that 
the Guadalajara mint was never leased to any one from 1823 to 1895, and 
I have copies of the contracts with Symon & Camacho for the period 1880 
to 1895, 


During this month's meeting of the California Coin Club I had 


& nice chat with Mr. Wyman of San Francisco. Your ears were probably ringing, 


rightfully so, for we spoke about you a lot. He is an interesting fellow 
and his admiration for you borders worship. I am glad to be able to convey 
this information to you, for I have a lot of respect for your knowledge, 
keeness of mind and above allj;‘Patience. 


Sincerely yours, 


‘ £2? , es 
Gireas Coat 


May 12, 1986 


Dr. A, F, Pradeau, 

605 Chapman Bldg., 

Log Angeles, Calif. 

Dear Doctor Pradeau: 
I got hold of this catalogue of e collect~ 

ion of Mexican coins for sale and as the dates for all 

the pleces are given, thle may be of help te you. 
Pleace return i+ when through with it. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 
ENCL. 


May 15, 1986 


Dr. As F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg., 
756 &S. Broadway, 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Doctor Pradeau: 


Your letter of May llth just at hand. I have not had 
2 chance since my last letter to go over any more or your 
manuscript but will try to as soon as possible. 


We have not here any of the Treasury Reports for the 
years 1857 to 87. As a matter of fact all we have were in a book 
we once sent you. We have inquired at the Hispanica Society next 
door and they have nothing. 


By this time you would have gotten a list of the Collection 
of Mexican Coins that I sent you so I can see where you will have 
another busy evening. 

You will find Arthur Wyman a most interesting and 
attractive personality. I have known him, as you probably know, 
from boyhood. Am glad he still thinks e good dealefme. I do 
know that if ever I wanted an advertising agent I would have hin. 

With best of regards, I remain 


Sincerely yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 
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VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


May 18 r 1936 e 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


(n compliance with your wishes I am including the list of 
dated coins showing the assayers initial or initials. In some years 
there appears more than one set of initials and these are indicated 
separated by a dash. (AZ-AG-RG of Zacatecas for coins of 1821) , 

It is far from being complete and I hope that Mr. Raymond can f in 
those in the gold columns which he has seen and for which he only shows 
the date. I was fortunate in practically completing his series as you 
can see. The year 1813 he left out completely. Was this done on purpose? 


Have you a catalogue of the Antonio Vives collection of Madrid, also of 
- Rafael Cervera of the same city of Spahh. Also mint collection of Madrid. 


There is an eight reales, also a four reales piece of 1732 without any 

assayers initials. The U.S. mint collection has a 1731 eight reales for Ran 3h 3 
which no assavers initials are given in the 1912 catalogue. In the same ; 
collection p.142, specimen No. 101 there is a one real of 1786 initials 

FF - isn't possible that this is an error? Specimen No. 10, p.135 - 4 


escudos FM, and No. 49 page es | - 8 Escudos, that may also be errors. 
Also especimen No. 73, p. 140, reales of 1768 initials NM. 


Vidal Quadras y Ramon lists one-fourth real silver pieces dated 1813-1814 
1815-1821 carrying the letter "G" as Guadalajara. This is an error. It 
should be Guatemala. The 1825 eight reales is in the Vidal de Valenciano 
collection of Barcelona. Have you the catalogue? It would be nice if we 
could obtain a photograph. 


Inthe list that you were so kind in sending is a half real of 1597 and 


half reales“of 1721-1732 and 1733°for which you do not show the assayers 
initials. The same happened for’ a one real of 17243 one-half reales of 


ww th742-43—44-45-46-47, In the onefourth reales of silver of 1797-98-1800- 


1802-04 you merely say: no @ete. Do you mean no mint mark? 

N\ at pestna 
I an cluding also the lists you sent me of the "Coleccion numismatica 
Mexicana” which I found interesting but of no service in the work In#ag 
doing as it does not give the assayers initials. Can you tell me more 
about who is selling this collection and the prices they want? 


I am in 


oe is a copper piece of 1769 illustrated under Noes. 10302 and 10303 
by Vidal quadras y Ramon. I have the specimens but I don't think they are 
coins, Medina is not satisfied with the valuation given of one £ranos, 
neither am I. Can you tell me anything about them? 


Very truly yours, 


Dr. As Fs Pradeauy 
805 Chapman Building, 
758 South Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeaut 


Your letter has been en my desk for seme days bat this is the 
first chance I have had to answer it. 


There was one thing I am afraia I did not mske clear. The 
Committee wanted really a check list giving all known dates known of 
Mexican coins, this to be combined whth possible with the Mint Masters! 
initials. What you Rave done is absolute’y fine but we have to add to 
this list any specimens of which we do not know the initials. Of 
course this would apply chiefly on the very early ones. 


Where we have caught the da « on the piece but not the initial 
we can put them in to the arrangement by simply putting on x, a question 
Mark Or a star ané stating on the hea whe ¢ Mint Master's initials are 
not knowg piece indicated by a star. 


In a few instances, whe « the « is a whol: ran of da‘es with the 
game initial, 1t would be perfectly sate te put in the piece as though we 
knew the initial, In other words, if we should find a 1509 piece, 
the presumption would certeinly be thet 1t would have an F. 


I was wondering sbout the 1816 olece hat you heve marked ED in 
Monogram. Co: < this not be F D? Beblip IV you do no* incluce in 
l real pieces. Possibly jou know of some de’ °s of which you co not now 
the initial. With those 8 and 4 real cleces of 1732 you ean simply put in 
on the 6 real as you have with the 4, the word none. That would take care 
of that. 


I have written Belote of the National Museum to check up the 
question you asked concerning the Mint Collection. 


The only cstalogue we have of Antonio Vives are his Hispsno-Arabie 
eins amd his Anttent Coins going through the Poman period. I did not know 


he had any other calbelogues,. 


ee ee ee es Oe ©. tt ie ee —— ——<—— =E— 


—c« 
Dre Ae V« Pradeau 
June 2, 1986 


We have Bets and I cannet find, anything about Fafael Cervera and 
his collection. We do not have the Vidal de Valenciano so ne help comes 
from me on tha® source. 


The reason I did not include the initials on the half real of 
1597, 1721, 1732 anc 1733 end the one real of 1724 was because the 
pieces weve Peck worn or clipped and did not show. The 1/2 reals of 1742 to 47 
have an M as you show on your list. 


fe 


On those quarter reals of 1797 to 1800, I meant te say no Mint 
Masters’ initials, 


The manuscript of e collection I sent on largely for you to get 
any missing dates as I~wwtelihe wes not very csreful of initials. I 
will go through this and add any dates you do net show, and mark them 
with an x or whatever we agree upon te mark them. 411 I) know about it, 
it is a collection that Garze has for sale. He left it with Mr. Boyd. 
I have no further knowledze about it. . 


Concerning the quarter pieces of 1759, illustrated by Vidal 
wuadras, I shoulc say these were pattern pieces. You know both of his 
are in fine ape and if yours are, wouldc meke i+ pretty pesitive they 
must be petterns;ss they have the Mint Mark M0, the © O must stand for 
Grano or some cthier word that begins and ends with GO. I have no ides 
what these pieces are as I have never seen them. 


Very traly yours, 


Curater 


June 9, 1986 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Blivd., 
7565 Broadway , 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
Dear Doctor Pradeaus 


have just heard from the Mint Cabinet 
in Washington and here are their answers. 


Very truly yours, 
Curator 


HW ks 
ENCL. 


{ 
VANDIKE 8483. " 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 
805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
Fit) BROADWAY 
LOS ANGELES 
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July 2, 1936 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg., 
756 South Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Doctor Pradeaut 


Your letter of the 2ird reached here the other day. I put off 
answering until I hac some good news, which is this: I just got permission 
to go through a large collection of Mexican coins, in fact the Liveright 
Collection. In so doing I ought to be able to fill up many of the blanks 
in the Mint Masters! initials. 


I know you are anxious to get this work on the press. it should 
have been there long ago. It is my intention to get it on the gress this 
fall but I have really got to do quite a little more with the manuscript. 
Unfortunately the past two months I have been extremely busy with work 
that could not be put off; also the past month’ I have not been feeling 
very well and consequently have not had the energy I shoud have had, and 
third, my assistant has been in very poor shape for some time and is going 
to be away most of &aly recuperating so that a good deal of his work has 
fallen to me. I myself will be awey in August. 


In a few days I expect to clear up a lot of things that have been 
hanging fire and will tackle the Liveright collection. When I get through 
with this I will do my be®t to finish up what I hve to do on the 
manuscript but I think we can count on starting the thing towards the printe 
in September. 

I have not seen the new nickel pice of Mexico. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


July 11, 1936. 


Dear Mr. Wood:- 


Meany thenks for the good news of the approximate date 


in which the manuscript shall be placed in the hgnds of the 
printer. Abes fj ee acted yore wel ye bs sD SAO PI 


“he list of coins for sale by Garza which you so kindly 
sent to me sometime ago has just now reached me directly. The 
whole collection is for sale at } 4.310.00 U.S.Cy. f.0.b. 
Mexico City e 


In going over the ms. I find that we have made no mention 
of the Spanish Colonial pieces of eight bearing Chinese characters 
or sO called "chopped". Don't you think that it would be of 
interest to mention why the thrifty orientals began marking the 
Spanish milled dollars? Spink's Numismatic Circular of 1915, 
Vol. XXIII, pages 558-564 has a very interesting article 
entitled "Counterfeit Spanish Piastres issued at Birmingham" 
which we could incorporate in extract form. This article not only 
gives the reason for the practice but enumerates several differnt 
ways of counterfeiting the coins of Charles IV. Please let me 
have your opinion about this matter. 


Just recently I have discovered a copy of the viceregal 
edict issued by Calleja in Mexico City regarding the copper pieces 
issued during 1814. The original value of the "cuartos"was set 
aside, and the 2/4 coin was equivalent to 1/4 of a real or 
cuartilla; the 1/4 piece was equal to 1/8 of a real or tlaco; 
and 1/8 coin was to replace the popular pilon having a value of 
1/16th of a real. Thus 2 - 2/4 equalled cao ete real; in the 
same manner 4 - 1/4ths and 8 - 1/8ths were equivalent to one-half 
Silver real. Do you think it advisable to insert the actual value 
of the cuartos as given in the two laws mentioned and then state 
that Viceroy Calleja saw fit to place this new value? 


I received from Mexico City a legajo or expediente (a bundle 
of official documents tied together comprising petitions and re- 


solutions of the Guadalajara City Council dated from 1788 to 1793 
requesting that a mint be established in that city. If you like 
we could say that efforts had been made since 1788 to have a mint 
in Guadalajara. 


Please accept the enclosed coin. It is the new ten centavo 


nickel piece of Mexico. 
Paithfully yours, 


July 16, 1936 
Dr. A. Fr, Pradeau 
805 Chapman Bldg. 
756 South Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 


Your letter of July llth just at hand. I started work last week 
on the Liveright collection and then had to drop everything as I came 
down with a bad attack of gastritus, of which I am subject to and and 
then to top that off, I had arthritis in my left arm so I was out of 
the running for several days. 


It would be well to mention thet many of the Spanish American 
dollars, and probably chéefly the Mexican dollars, went to China and in 
the course of trade there were chobped by the Skh¥e@fs who were the testers 
of all silver for the Chinese Banking Houses. The earlier chops were 
in gmall Chinese characters, the later ones in larger characters. This 
chopping was not confied to Spanish Amé@rican coins but any coin whatso- 
ever that circulated 1.: China received these bankers' endorsements. We 
ourselves have coins of nearly every nationality showing Chinese marks. 


KE haso have several of the counterfeit pieces issued in Birmingham. 


These hada copper base and were then silver pa probably by the 


Sheffield process. The die work was most excellent and can be only easily — 
told when some of the plating wears t#fough. The other 


Rhee The other reason for the chopping of Chinese dollars was because 
the Chinese themselves reamed out all of the silver they could out of the. 

| eenter and filled the face. with base metal, then carefully plugged up the hole 
ane Sometimes they took three single dollars and filed off the 
La “obverse aridone, the reverse of the other and reamed out every bit of silver. 
within, filled it with base meatal and taking the third dollar, they split bas 


"ground down the top and the bottom and used this obverse and reverse to 


-. polder on to the other two dollars. if 1 remember rightly, about 50 yearg, 


Ne I wrote this up in the Numismatist. 


I don't think I would dwell too much on this but simply make a 


paragraph. Also, if you do this, a paragraph might be made thet in the West 


a‘. 
Dr. A. fF. Brodeau 
July 16, 1926 


Indies, parts of South, Central and North American, Spanish American 
dollars, which would include the Mexican, were cut into pieces with 
various shapes to vass as small change. Some were counter-stamped and 
some were not. Sometimes the dollars had large holes punched in them 
and were then counter-stemped. The plugs taken out we.e else counter- 
stamped for use as sub-divisions. 


The above remarks eppliy to a trifie less extent to the fractions of 
the Mexican dollars. In other words, Mexican piedes had such a wide use 
throughout the world that they were both used and abused. 

I certainly would make what use you could of your recently discovered 
edict concerning the 1814 copper coins. I have not had time to compare ‘t 
with what you have already written, but if it oresents any new facts or 
corrects any errors, certainly make use of it. If you could give a very 
short account of the actions of the city council you mentioned, do so. 

i beg to thank you for the new 10 centavo piece. 


I am just beginning to feel like getting to work again but do not 
feel very husky as yet. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


AW ks 


VANDIKE 8483 
DR. A. F. PRADEAU 
805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH DWAY 
LOS ANGELES 
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Dr. A. *, Pradeau, 
756 South Broadway, 
805 Chapman Building, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Doctor Pradeaus 


Please pardon the deley in reply to your letter of August 
Srd. I was called away for a week and when I was here everything was 
falling on my shoulders as my assistant was in the hospital. 


I have studied your manuscript addition and eam returning it as 
you will note I am making one or two new suggestions. One about the 
way dollars were shipped to China and the other changing the word pillar 
on the West Indian counterstamped coins because most o? these pieces wers 
stamped on the head types. 


Also, I am suggesting » few more additions. 


I hava alweys realized that the Brazilian 960 reis pleces struck 
between 1810 and 1826 seem to be struck over Spanish American pieces. I 
carefully examined all of ours and every one is struck over a Spanish plece. 
I do not recall ever having seen one of these struck on a new planchett. 
This is rather interesting. 


I would be glad to get one of the new 5 centavo pieces if you get 
enough to go round. 


i hae been trying for some time to get at your manuscript in real 


earnest but being here alone, it has been absolutely impossible féth so 
many interruptions. | 


I have talked wver with Mr. Noe what you wrote me about the 
Spanish edition. While of course we have no objections to this, he 
thought it would be best if you wrote a formal letter so thet we can lay it 
before the Publications Committee to the effect that you have a chance and — 


would like to availapourself of having the Mexican Government publish an 
edition in Spanish. 


e! 
¢ 


= ae 
Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
Aug. 19, 1936 


If this is done, we presume they would like the original 
photographs ep that they can have cuts made, or if we have it done in 
heliotype, the prints could be made at the same time as ours far 
cheaper than they could have it done by any process. If so, we would 
want to know the edition. 


I will later let you know the sizd that this would be published 
in. We have not gotten it down to the exact fraction of an inch and 


it will presumeably be the first of our publications in the new, larger 
size. 


Can you let me know. the name of the design on the back of the 
new 5 and 10 centavo pieces? It is not the regular calendar stone but I 
have a sneaking idea it is from a stone that has its own special name. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 


: VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


August 25, 1936. 


Dear Mr. Wood:- 


Your suggestions and additions to the 
manuscript addition were splendid and I copied your notes 
almost verbatim. “ith reference to the first paragraph 
I just simply changed the "Spanish galleons" part to read 
shipping vessels, but the whole sentence may be changed 
to suit youe Yhe last paragraph of the first page was also 
changed to agree with your comments. 


If the Society has a copy for sale of the 
Volume XVIII where your article on the debasing of silver 
currency appears, I would appreciate your having it sent to 
me. This would complete my files. 


The new five cents nickel piece that 
I promised is here enclosed, and as to the design it is the 
outer edge of the Aztec Calendar stone with very slight variations 
due perhaps to accommodate the whims of the engraver. 


The formal letter to the Society 
requesting permission to make the translation is also enclosed. 
And with reference to having the prints made at the same time 
for the English and Spanish editions, I thi is a fine idea, 
but usually the Government of Mexico pays little heed to any 
suggestions. Besides, I would not wish to be responsible for the 
debt incurred. I shall commnicate with Mexico at once and as 
soon as I receive a reply I shall relay it to you. They are very slow 
in writing and worse at deciding anything. I wrote to the director 
of the mint the early part of June and he answered July 31 in which 
letter he asks me for the date in which the mint was opened in 
Mexico City as they intend to strike a medal for the 400 anniversary. 
I answered immediately but so far I have not received reply. 


Many thanks for your continued cooperation. 


Very truly yours, 


Sept. B, 1936 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg., 
756 South Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif, 
Dear Doctor Pradeaus 
Your letter of the 25th was here when I cot 
up from the country today. As I am going back to- 
night, have nothing real to report. 


Ll am not feeling over husky as yet and will 
probably be away most of September. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 
Cc 


LOS ANGELES 


October 15, 1986 
Dr, Ae Fy Pradeau, 
605 Chapman Bldg., 
756 South Boeadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Doctor Pradeaus 


I have been meaning to write to you for some time but tntil I 
had something to say I have put if off. I am beginning to get in harness 
again but for some time did not feel like doing any more than I actually 
had to. Also, when I came back from my vacation there was so much routine 
work, as well as back work, that every time I tried to get et your Mexican 
article, something intervened. 


The problem before me now is the proper place and how to treat the new 
list of assayers' initials that we have prepared, I have added quite a 
number of pieces to this list which I am sending back to you. It is now 
almost a catalogue and I think we should so treat it. Therefore, we should 
make a little more of it, giving a line for the general type, and where a_ 
change of type occurs in the reign, we should insert a line there, especially 
around 1732 and later when the head types came in. You will note I have 
put down x's wherever I have found a date mentioned, but without the assayer's 
initials being given. However, in a large number of cases, it would be 
absolutely safe to put in the initiels. If you think of any hetter form in 
which we cao put it, let me know 


Really, this part of the book will be that referred to most and will 
be the most used. The question now comes where is the best place to put it? 
It seems to me a little out of place on page 26. The only other place I 
ean think of would be at the end of the part "Colonial Period", unless you 
think it should be divided up; that referring to the gold following the 
section you give to gold; that reSerring to the sliver with that section, 

If we put it anywheres else than at page 26 we are doing a lot of repeating. 
Therefore we should either cut out or cut down or change over pages 26, °7 
and 28. All of thisenew part has been bothering me as to just how to 

treat it, and I should like to get your ideas on the subject. 


From now on I will try to put as much time as possible on the manuscript. 
It certainly has been dragging too long, which is absolutely my fault. I was 
able a while ago to p otograph quite a number of Mexican coins that will 
supplement the illustrations very nicely. I will send you these a little later. 


Very truly yours, 
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October 21, 1936 
Dr, A. F. Pradeau, 


805 Chapman Bldg. 
756 S. Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeaus 


Since my last letter I have been sticking fairly closely to 
your manuscript. I have been thinking over the first issue of copper 
coins and have written the attached. In other wrods, I have tried to 
draw the remarks of Torquomada, the results of Fosalba and our own 
conclusions together. Slaughter the copy that I am sending as mch as you 
wish. I may be wrong in saying that these erude pieces of copper have not 
been found in Mexico or if so, seldom found. If you could extend the remarks 
of Torquemada a little more I wish you would, Also, do you know whether he 
gays the pleces were struck in Spain, Mexico and Santa Domingo or were simply 
used there. That might have a little bearing on the subject. 


I am enclosing pnotographs of the coins I recently photographed, which 
I mentioned in my last letter, These you can keep. Some I will use. 


I suppose you know of the death last Thursday of Arthur Wyman. He 
was taken to the Palo Alto Hospital last Monday and died there. 


At the conclusion of the section on copper coins I am adding a 
description of the 1814 pieces and I also should state the years the different 
pieces were struck. All three I know were struck in 1614 and 1815, but I 
camnot find the 1/8ths were struck in 1815 or 1821 nor the 1/4ths in 1821, 
Gen you fix me up on that? 


What conclusion have you come to about putting in the little 


aurter real that we have like this.... under Charles 
and Johanna or Philip II or Perdinand VII, or leave it out. Also, the 
otherpplece like this that I onee sent you. It weighs 


® quarter real and though thicker than the half reales of Philip II, I am 
firmly convinced in my mind that it is the quarter real of this ruler which 
you state on page 86 is today unknown. If we do put it in here, I will make 
the change in my manuscript where you state no specimens are known. 


On the last line of page 60, heading Amounts Coined (6), you speak 
of Tulio VI. Is this an error for Julio? If Tulio, we should put an 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


Netober 26, 19356. 
My dear Mr. Wood: 


This will answer the points raised in your letters of the 15th 
and 2lst.e of the present month. 


With the additions made by you and the assistance I received from 
Romero de Terreros of Mexico City and from Ilr. Voetter of San Diego, I was 
able to fll in quite a few blanks on the assayer's list which I am now enclos- 
ing. The only ones left are those in border line dates. If we are to put in 
an asterisk or star in these blanks we may take the room that individual 
collectors would use in filling in this information if they obtaine it. We may 
add as a foot note that we have seen or we know of the existence of the coins 
for all dates, but that we were unable to record the initials. The list as it 
goes back to you, with notations in between, will take the place of pages 26, 27 
and 28 which I have revised and the additional information inserted in the page's 
now being returned. As to the location I leave that up to you. 


Your photographs were received and I wish to thahk you for the 
courtesy. I havent had time to study them yet. 


The copy you sent me about the first copper coins was very good, 
but I took it upon myself to re-write it. I hope you don't mind. I am enclosing 
my version. I extend to you the same privilege of slaughtering it if you find 
it necessary. I could not quote Torquemada as he does not say anymore than 
what I had translated. 


We are grieved at the death of our friend Wyman. We had been so 
closely associated with him. He visited us frequently and was present at our 
last meeting. He was a splendid fellow. 


thanks for adding the description of the coppers of 1814, 
As you know they were minted in the three denominations for 1814,XYR¥ and 1815 
only. During 1816 only 2/4's and 1/#s - And in 1821, 406,400 pieces of 2/4's 
denomination were issued. The proportions of the other years I do not know. 


As to the silver cuartillas I would attribute the one with the castle 
and the lion as of the 1552-55 issue. The other is without doubt a coin of the 
Philips. As we positively know that there were no cuartillas minted we mst 
classify it as a half real. I would place the photograph of the firstysimmediately 
after the penmult paragraph of page Colonial period 15 $Silver coinage 2) and 
ommit the part of no specimens being kmown,. 


Last line - pe 60 - where Tulio VI is mentioned. Ye are justified 
in questioning this word. The book gives that name, and I would not venture to 
Say if they meant Julio or Julius VI. Please use your own judgement. 


Your idea of incorporating the different types of hoes is an 
excellent one and I am in accord with it. Regarding the hoesyI found an interesting 
book on the subject and I am Sending you a page and a half of the parts pertaining 
to our subject. Would you like to incoporate them in the part selected by me? 
Very truly yours, 


meer wil 


November 2, i936 


Doctor A. F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bidg., 
766 S$. Broadway, 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Doctor Pradeaut 


Despite many interruptions, I have been making considerable headway 
on the manuscript. I have, however, been making a number of changes, 1.¢@., 
wherever you described coins I am putting these all together and making 
a continuous section, taking up the description of the coins under each 
ruler, giving the numbers struck and the sizes struck. As you may remember, 
you have had these in various parts and I have come to the conclusion that 
anyone looking u» a coin would find it much easier to go to just one section. 


The doings of the mint and the various mint lews I have kept together. 
Algo, part of the Beading Silver Coinage and Gold Coinage. Following this 
I will have the section on the coins themselves, This will be the largest 
section, 


I note om page 22, where you give a list of early dates, you list 
the dates 1615, 1617, 1665 and 1867 which you do not list under the heading 
of assayer's initials. Cannot you dig up any more information about this, 
as to what denominations they are, and possibly the initial. 


I think you should say a little more about Rincon, especially as his 
initial appears on the very first issue and you might also state the fa t that 
he was later summoned to Potosi to start that mint. 


I note that Guttag in his book on Page 301 says something about the 
cob pieces thut you do not mention. Don't you think you should say something 
about these? 


Very truly yours, 


Surator 
HW ks 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


November 2, 1936. 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


Your photographs sent me doing additional work on the Zacatecas 
mint and as a result I am now enclosing nearly two pages of revised material 
to take the place of the half a page of the original draft. Please look it 
over as critically as you know how and let me know of your verdict. There 
are sO many varieties for this mint that it would be endless to begin, 
so I would recommend that we do not enter into them in this work. Where the 
assayer's initials are AG I find that the cross bar of the A has been left 
out in quite a number of pieces of 1820, 4nd 1821. Do you think it worth while 
mentioning it? 


The Oaxaca pieces of eight show two varieties of reverses. One with a 
large lion and the other mich smaller. Will you please insert this notation 
in the COINAGE OF OAXACA - War of Independence Period 6 - Royalist provisionals 
page 5, to follow the third line of the second paragraph immediately after 
"is the Castillian Lion" or anywhere you like better? Many thanks. 


Mr. Hill of San Francisco came in Friday and showed me a rubbing 
of an eight reales of Zacatecas counterstamped L.C.V. and 7-3/4. He has 
promised to send me the specimen as soon as he returns to San Francisco; 
at which time I shall have it photocraphed. 


Having nothing more for the present I close sending you my 
best wishes for improved health, os 


we fo Y, 
Z-7 [ A_ache« 


c— 


November 9, 1936 
Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg., 
786 South Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Doctor Pradeaut 


Your letter of November came several days ago. In the lot I saw I only 
picked out a fiew of the Zacatecas coins that I thought in good enough shape to 
photograph. No two pleces were exactly alike but I think I covered all the main 
types. If I get a chance I will try and look these over again. I do not think 
it worth mentioning about the leaving out of the cross bar in the A of AG. This 
occurs too many times in numismatics, 


I will fit your two notes in where I can. I am glad Mr. Hill communicated 
with you about that L.C.V. plece with 727 on the back. I made a note of it to w8ite 
you and then mislaid the,memorandum., I found it the other day. 


I have managed to put in some little time on the manuscript but get 
called away repeatedly. I remember I took up with you in the spring about omitting 
the number of pieces coined each year and Bn the manuscript marked against this "out" 
but do not find in my file any letter of assent from you. The committee were 
anxious to cut this out. The manuscript is now getting so large that we may have 
to prune rather than add. Personally I really think that if we simply state where 
we gan the amount of gold and silver coined for each reign, it would be enough. I 
doubt if collectors would be much interested in these figures as experience, 
especially in recent years, has proved they tell almost no story. One can seldom 
judge rarity by the amount coined unless the figures show that only a very few 
pieces were struck in a certain year. 


To ppint these tables would ba rather expensive and would be very hard 
to arrange properly on a page, especially as we now have similar tables of the 
years, pieces are known, and the assayers! initials. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 
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“an error. Do you agree with me?“ “———~ 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


November 9, 1936. 


Dear Mr. Wood: 


Your letter of the 2nd. was received last Friday. The coins to which 
you refer in your third paragraph were specimens sold in different auctions 
and as usual they do not give any information. I regret not to be able to 
supply the information you request. 


The fourth paragraph has reference to Rincon. Through Saturday and 
Sunday I tried to obtain additional information about this man, not having 
succeeded I have planed to go to the public library and consult works not 
in my possession. In the mean time why not add the information you mention 
that he was summoned to Potosi to start the mint there. If this is so, the 
long debated question as to wat Sh mint was opened first will be settled. 


The fifth and last parag eee If you look up the two pages entitled 


ener easton of the Amounts coined by the Royalist government of New Spain 


you will find that I give the information mentioned by Gutagg on Page 30l. 


I am now enclosing two more pages on the Provisional mint at Chihuahua. 
This material is in the same order as the one I sent you for the Zacatecas 
mint. Before I write anymore I would like to have your opinion. As you have 
noted, a few errors have been corrected. Have you ever seen an L.V.0. coin 
dated 1812 ? In my first draft, and also in the mint mast6rs initials list 
I have L.V.O. coins for 1810, 1811 anf 1812, Upon close study I find this to be 


em, 


oo 


In the Chihuahua mint. Have you an 1814 ate eee ?° If so, then we must 
change the paragraph to read " By 1814, this mint had been supplied..coee" 
instead of "By 1815, or perhaps the year previouS.e.e.e.." - If we can not find 
an 1814 noe peso, we must look for a cast. one of the same date. Can you help 
me out’ Many thanks. 


The other parts of your letter need no comment as I feel that you 
know what is best for the average collector. 


Respectfully yours, 


Lee ee 


November 11, 1936 
Dr, A. F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg., 
756 5S. Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Doctor Pradeauy 


Your letter of the 9th just at hand. I have not yet had time 
to digest it but will do what I can about Rincon and will look up and 
see what I can about the L.V.0. and the Chihuahua coin. 


The chief reason for this letter is to send on some photographs 
I have just taken. I am enclosing four different minor types of the s0~- 
called 8an Domingo copper pieces. As we are now dwelling at length on 
these as possibly being the first issue, we ought to illustrate one or 
more of them. I cannov illustrate too many, but I would like to show 
the one that might possibly have been made in Mexico. From fabric and 
dye work, as compared with the second issue, I would say the larger plece 
that I have marked #1 might be the niece. Or wae might show two specimens. 
Most of our pieces either came from Porto Rico or San Domingo. You need 
not send these back as I have specimens here. Only give me the numbers on 
the back of what you prefer to show, 


I am also including photographs o* Philip III, IV and V.It is most 
unusual to get one of these rough cobs of Philip III showing the thre 
i's. Finding these pieces makes me conclude that those pieces with the 
shading at the bottom of the crown should be assigned to Philip III. Tf 
have just seen a hoard of about 20 of these from different dies but all of 
them Bave same kind of shading. This piece was the only one that showed 
they were Philip III. That of Philip IV shows a different kind of crown 
and I am enclosing a nice one showing the four I's and the date, 1654, 
which we will illustrate. 


By the way, the ascutcheon on this piece is of what? It remained 
on all of the arms until the Bourbon arms took its place. Also, got a rather 
nice one of Philip V which I think worthy of being photographed. 


There is quite a series of these small round pieces and I am 
mentioning this fact. You can keep these photographs. 


a 
Dr. A. F. Pradeau 
Nov. 11, 1936 


I am also including a photograph of the 1769 plece which you 
questioned some time ago as possibly a pattern, I have not gotten 
in my present reading up to Charles III as yet, but think you mentioned 
it. 


Am also includ@ng nice pieces of the copper halves and quarters 
that we brought up before and which I think you rejected as not being 
Mexican but which may be. These last three pieces I have only the one 
Photograph so would like them returned with your comments, 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ka 
encl. 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


November 16, 1936. 
My dear Mr. Woods 


Your letter of November 9, third paragraph, again brings us to the 
subject of amounts coined each year. I thought that the last two lines of the 
first paragraph of your letter of July 18, 1935 had taken care of this point, 
and it was agreed that the lists were going to be incorporated leaving out the 
last column of totals. Once more permit me to insist that the material be 
incorporated, as I would like to have this work as comprehensive as possible. 
If you only knew the difficulties I have encountered to obtain the material 
you would agree with me that nothing should ve left out. Time and money have 
not been spared by me and I feel that the complete work would be a source of 
pride to the Society. I can appreciate your point of view, I know that it all 
costs money, but boiled down, the lists of the Colonial coinage comprise only 
142 lines, which at the rate of 66 lines to a page would make less than thnee 


pages and the cost of pages for one thousand copies of this material cannot 
be prohibitive. 


* js Keeping my promise I have finished an extensive research on the subject 
ye or Rincon, and I have incorporated the information with a new phase, that of the 
i opening date of the mint. As I told you before, liexico City wrote me asking for 
at data and although I sent my information of June 4, no reply has been received. 
Please give me your honest opinion of this new material and where would you like 


0 to incorporate it. Temporarily I have inserted it following the chapter on "The 
i 


mint" F) 


I am also sending you a revised sheet on the dated coins, mink mark, 
and Superintendents of the mint. The one sent previous to be destroyed. Please 
send youfcomments on this new sheet. 


Your letter of November 11. - Many thanks for the photographic material 
sent. 1 am returning the ones you requested be sent back. I agree with you that 
No. 1 of the Santo Domingo type of coppers might be one made in Yexico. In my next 
letter I shall try to answer your question about the escutcheon on the Philip IV 
cob. If you refer to the biographical sketch for this monarch you will find on the 
second paragraph that the arms of Portugal had been added, but I'll make sure. 


About the piece of 1769. - I have studied it carefully and my inves- 
| tigations have been fruitless. As it was customary to have a mumber of apprentices 
| i “ in all branches of mint labors, and these were compelled to show their proficiency 
Bey Me every so often, I found that the apprentice engraver submitted once a year a pat- 
| te tern, not a copy of any known coinage, but a design original with him. Don't you 
; fy thine it..is plausible to assume that these two (one large and the other smaller) 
at pieces were patterns ? There are not many, perhaps half a dozen or so, therefore 
(0? So they cannot be classified as coins All of the specimens known are uncirculated. 
PETE The copper halves and quarters may have been TLACOS or some sort of 
e3 a yprivate coinage but not Spanish-Colonial. If you examine them carefully you will 
. et note that the workmanshipp is crude and does not compare favorably with similar 
Ke coins of Mexico. The only coinage that we cannot account for is that of Charles 
i a and Johanna, would it be it? 


A oN 
of co. 
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November 19, 1956 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg., 
756 S. Broadway, 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeaus 


There were two questions in your letter of November 9th that I did 
not answer. I have just looked over about a hundred L.V.0. coins and find 
only the dates 1810 and 1611; Therefore we can safely cut out the date 
1812 and I have cut them out on the manuscript. That Iknaves the lineal 
for 1812 vacant. Would the later initial fit in there or should this 
line stay vacant? 


As regards the Chihuahua Mint, we have a peso struck over a sand- 
east one, but the last fiszure of date is nearly obliterated, but I think 
it can safely be a 4 as the few remaining marks of the numbe can be nothing 
else but a four. I have changed this paragraph. 


In your letter of November 14th you can put your mind at rest 
concerning the yearly coinage, that is the numbers struck, leaving out 
the totals. That letter of July 18th I must have mislaid. What you had 
written about Rincon and the ohber facts of the first year are fine. I am 
inserting these near the bottom of the mint chapter, page 2, after the 
two lines about copper coins and before the next paragraph, the original 
building. This is the best place that I can locate, It shouid be no 
further off than just about here. 


On page 1 in the 6th paragraph I have cut out "the operation of 
which began some time after the month of August, 1536", unless you say 


leave it in. To my mind, it is either wrong or if right, it appears 
conflicting on the surface. 


I wish yu would add a few more words about Rincon going to 
Potosi. Medina mentions this in his Colonial Coins under the chapter, 
Potosi. As you can read Spanish and I can only stumble along you can get 


more out of it than I. I can tack this paragraph on to what you have 
already written. 


ome 


ae ae 
Dr. A. F. Pradeau 
Nov % 19, 1946 


Your other sheet I am looking after and will put in their proper 
places. 


I will also put on the plates the Santo Domingo type that we both 
picked out, 


Concerning that piece of 1769 I really think like you do that it is 
a pattern but having the Mexican Mint mark on it, we should give it some 
mention, describing the dates and stating that this is probably a pattern 
and stating the probable reason why, as you have written, that is, apprentice 
work : 


Also I think we should mention the 1/2 and 2/4 pieces, stating that 
these have generally been assigned to Mexico, showing that they are 
undoubtedly not governmental pieces, but either private tokens or possible 
the lesue of one of the Central American countries. This we can put in 
at the end of the copper coinage section. The reason I think these three 
pieces should be mentioned is because someone wiil surely say we have 
been negligent ~— what about these pieces? - and it is better to forestall 
than to apologize. 


I have had very little chance the past week of doing any more on your 
article, partly on account of the local convention they are holding here 
this week, 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 
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November 20, 1936 


Dre As ¥, Pradeau 
805 Chapman Bldg. 
756 S. Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeaus 


I have just stumbled against something that rather disturbs me, 
In looking through a Glendining and Co. Catalogue of Central and South 
American gold coins held on Wed. and Thurs., Mar. 11 and 12, 1936, I note 
the following: Lots 231 and 232, 


In case you do not have this catalogue I am herewith sending you 
the two coins illustrated, 231 is a gold coin in very rough shape with 
the assayer's initial M, Although catalogued as a coin of Philip IV it 
surely mist be of Philip V on account of the Bourbon arms in the center, 
as I have never seen these arms on any previous coin. 


You do not' mention any assayer with the initial M, This coin must 
be of the early part of his reign. 


#8352 is a gold 8 escudo piece of 1733, Although it has an 8 E on 
it it is absolutely of the type of the silver issue. Looking at this piece 
closely I think it is a fake, probably changed over from a silver coin, 
cast and then chased. If you look at the 8 and E carefu.ly they don't look 
good to mes; also the lettering looks as if it had been hand tooled and 
especially the 33 and the rosette following it, while the northwest corner 
of the shield has been engraved by someone who did not know just what he was 
doings Can you give me your opinion of these two pieces when you return 
these illustrations? The first I think is all right. 


Very truly yours, 


Surator 


HW ks 
fnol ® 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


Wovember 23, 1936. 
My dear Mir. Wood:- 


Satisfying your wishes expressed in your letter of the 19th, 
I have written something on the cuartos coins and on the patterns of 1769. 
Please look it over and let me know your reaction. As you accepted what 
I wrote about the date of opening of the mint, it becomes necessary to 
change a couple of paragraphs and I am including the revised ones. Also 
three lines about the assayers initials on the Zacatecas provisional coinage 
of 181%. I am writing "No initials" in the space provided in the list of 
mint assayers. | 


For the Chihuahua provisional mint, eighth paragraph, please 
change the date to read 1814 and cross out "perhaps the year previous". 


Many thanks for agreeing to leave the amounts coined in the 
monograph. 


Regarding Rincon. Medina refers to Alonso del Rincon in the 
Potosi section, page Zll, foot note No. 1 and page 212, first line, as being 
the first engraver of the Potosi mint, with 45 years experience in Spain, 
Mexico and Peru. On page 39 of Mexico mint, he refers to Francisco del Rincon, 
i on page 50 under engravers he has Alonso del Rincon and states that he was there 
~ at the time the mint was opened, and that he had a letter of regcommendation 
ig from the king; that on April 4th, 1542 he was succeeded by his son Francisco 
: del Rincon and Alonso went to Spain sometime previous to 1546, and while 
RY Kw residing in Madrid Alonso died in 1555, yet on page 153, foot note 18, he 
‘\f ® ,:has Alonso alive and testifying during 1575. I believe that all this material 


%, is too contradictory to include. You will note that the 4th paragraph of the 
\ ro mint sheet that I am correcting he speaks of the director of the mint at Granada 
or} $ being named to install the mint of Mexico City. Now I find that it was the 
g Viceroy who did the installing and who actually was the Treasurer of the 
Granada mint. ‘Uowever you let me know, and I shall try to work out s solution 


to this puzzle. 


Please dont forget your article which you promised to look up for 
més And if it isn't too mech trouble, would you have your photographer make me 
a set of prints of the 1/4 - 2/4 - and patterns of 1769 ? I will gladly tale 
Care of the cost. : : 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


November 24, 1936. 


Dear Mr. Wood:- 


You are right in your assumption that item 231 is an eight 
escudos of Philip V. It mst be of a very early date, 1700 or thereabout 
as the design is similar to the known specimens of Charles II. The first 
three letters of the kings name can be made out, so there is no doubt 
about ite The other gold piece is a rank counterfeit. The cuts sent 
are here enclosed. 


On pages gold coinage 1, the gold coinage is given as amounting to 
~ 228,214.00 and mention is made that it varies with the official fisures 
which I quote on "Amounts coined in New Spain" p.3 - ‘ould you leave it as 
it is or have the two figures the same. I just thought it might create some 
confusion if we quote the two. If you decide to eliminate one, I would 
change the figures on page 3 of the Amounts coined in New Spain to correspond 
to those of page 1 of Gold Coinage. 


The page included on the Guadalajara provisional mint will take 
place of the old material which you have. This is mich improved. You will note 
that including the four escudos there are five types of gold coinage. Raymond 
only gives three. Vidal Quadras y Ramon gives the fourth one, dated 1813 
with the hair dressed forward and closely cut. I was fortunate in obtaining 
a detailed list of the amounts coined which I am sure you will like. 


What are we going to do about the assayer initial M ? Where 
can we incorporate it ? I had seen it but I can't yet find a place for it. 
Perhaps the best way would be to write a note which we could insert somewhere. 
Please let me know. 


Very truly yours, 


AG ea 


November 25, 1936 


Doctor A. F. Pradsau, 
805 Chapman Bldg., 
756 S. Broadway, 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Doctor Pradeau: 


Your letter of November 23rd just at hand. I have 
included in their proper place all of the additions you sent 
on and made the other changes. As for Rincon, in trying to 
read Medina I got more and more muddled and I now see why. I 
think something should be said that either Alonzo or Francisco 
went to Potosi and helped open the Mint. In other words, do 
the best you can so we can add it to what you have already 
said about Rincon at the Mexican Mint. 


Vayte Raymond brought several fine casts of early 
Mexican coins back from Europe. I have not seen them yet but 
will have them for illustration if we need them. Also, I 
Spent the other afternoon down there and verified and checked 
up a number of dates and added o few. 


There is a possibility that I may be able to lss the 
late Colonei Gresn's coins go we can clear up a lot of the 
ansayer's initials. 


I have made go many changes in the manuscript that as 
soon as I have it in shape for the printer I will send it on 
to you for final verification s0 that as many changes as 
Possible can be made in the manuscript rather than in the 
galley proof. I am now working on Ferdinand VII. 


After looking through all of my extra copies of the 
Numismatist I cannot find the article you want. I am having a 
boy look through the Society's duplicates and if we find one 
we will send it to you. Otherwise I will have our man photo- 
stat the three pages and send those to you. I will also have 
prints made of the three copper coins. 


Very truly yours, 


io tke 


December 1, 1956 


Doctor a. #. Fradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg., 
756 South Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Joctor Pradeau: 


i am herewith sending you the manuscript of the Pre- 
Colonial part for a final checkup before going to the printer. 
You will note I have queried here and there a quotation either 
for spelling, punctuation or for something slse. I wish you would 
verify these. Also, I am cutting out, where I can, italics, 
This will be chiefly on coin denominetions because it is not 
necessary and it also makes a page look spotted. TItalies for 
books end most foreign names are all right. 


The rest of the manuscript, up to the Revolutionary 
period, I am working over for the printer. I nave ecded quite 
a good deal, especially in the dsseription of the silver coins and 
have thrown over 4 lot of other sectione so that everything I Gim 
stick under the different rules I have. This is from a view point 
of where it would be easier to find. 


Your letter of November 24th at hand and I will use the print 
of the gold coin of Philip V. The other piece I felt absolutely was 
so counterfeit. As for the amounts coined that you mention, I would 
leave as is for the present. “hen we look at the proof as a whole we 
can then change it if we think it would avoid confusion. As for 
the assayer's initial, M, I simply would make a note under the 
asseyers! list which I have under Philip V that the initial M appears 
on certain of his coins but unfortunately the da'es are lacking. 


I think this will be ali for the present. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


DecembeS 3, 1936 
Dre Av Fe Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg., 
756 S. Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Doctor Pradeau: 


I am now plunging into the revolutionary coins. I have been 
studying what you have written on the Chihuahua issues. I have looked 
over about 30 of these and in no instance do I find the countermark between 
the two columns other than what is apparently a pomegranet. At any rate 
it has not an 5. 


All the struck pieces I have found datas run from 1/14 to 1620. You 
Mentioned in ons place up to 1822. Have you any confirmation or proof 
for the years 1821 and 1822? All of the cast pleces have a large © A. 
I have carefully examined all of the struck pieces and find only a large 
C with a very small A. No instance of a 0 alone or a large 6 4. As all 
of these pisces seem to be struck over cast pieces, these letters do not 
always show up well. On a struck piece, stamped over a cast plece dated 
1816 there is an incuse P before the T, the only instance I know of. It is 
a rather curious thing, but I have nevar seen a struck piece on a new 
Dlenchet. Bvery one are over gast pisces. In other words it looks as if the 
Mint was doing its very best to get rid of all of the cast pieces, Why 
they should have gone to all this bother I do not know. It occurred to me 
that possibly not having adequate machinery for rolling out strips of 
metal, they cast frompplanchets, but if they do this why should they bother 
to make cast planchets with impressions of the old 8 reales pieces when 
they anew that this would make a very poor job, when they could much more 
easisy cast blank planchets. I consequently rejected this theory and simply 
stated that ell struck sieces seem to have been struck over cast pieces, 
without offering any explanation. 


I forgot to mention in my letter of the other day we have got to 
be very careful in seeing that all spelling is wniform. Wherever possible 
I would like to use the English equivalent of place names and I just caught 
Castile spelied with both one and 2 11's. We had better adopt one 1 spelling; 
therefore keep your sye out for this. 


“a oe F 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau 
Dec. 3, 4936 


I will send the Colonial part of the manuscript on shortly, 
I am having various parts I have written typewritten. 


I have done nothing in arranging the plates as yet because the 
Committee bas not met this fali for final determination of the size of 
the printing and the extreme size we have for illustrations but hope to 
have things far enough along so that when they do determine the size we 
can get things going as soon as possibae, as I am more than anxious to 

get this out of the way and I know that you are. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


December 4, 1936. 


76. 


My dear ir. Wood:- 


Tn answer to your letter of November 25, conveying the good news 
of Mr. Raymond's fine casts and the possibility of your seeing Colonel 
Green's collection, that is excellent. 


As to Rincon, I have added as a note: 


"Nedina'ts assertion that Alonso del Rincon, who aided in the opening 
of the Potosi mint, was the first assayer of the Mexico City mint, 
is not correct’ 

Many thanks for your offer of a photostatic copy of your article. 
I have been trying to get it elsewhere but without success. 


In my last letter a failed to ask you to change page 8 of Gold 
Coinage to coin aoe Bek the four types of gold coinage of Guadalajara 
as given in the last few sheets that I sent you. 


The silver coins of Ferdinand VII that I have and the illustrations 
available to me coincide with your memorandum. Thus we have two types: 


The first, with larger tust, dressed in Roman tunic with shoulder orna- 
ments simulating epaulets. Large flowing ribbon back of the head. This 
type is found in the 8 reales pieces of 1808-09-10-11- 

in the 4 reales . W 1609" i10—i2 


in the 2 " " " 1809-10-11 

in the 1 " " " 1808 to 1813 inclusive. 

inthes " " " 1808 to 1814 inclusive. These 
last coins do not show the denomination. 


The second type, has a smaller bust, usually from 2 to 4 millimeters 
smaller than the first, is dressed in a simple or plain tunic, and the 
ribbon back ef the head is not so pronounced. This type is found in 


: e P : ae 
the coins,.from the date given until the independence of the colony 
changed the: coinage. 


In the @ reales piece . from 1812 


" ih 4 mr Wt " 18 13 
" " 2 " " t 1812 
” " 7 ” " " 18 1a 
" " 4 ” 1? tt 1815 


In the next few days I shall make a more extensive survey and if I find 
that I am wrong I shall let you know. 


Yours sincerely, 


ea 
‘ 


VANDIKE 8483. 


~ DRA. Fr. PRADEAU 
805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


December 6, 1936. 


Dear iir. Wood:- 


Your letter of the first,along with the Pre-Colonial 
portion of the manuscript was received, and I have verified 


the points in question and with the exception of the word -) 


osler which should have been osier every word was copied as 

found in the source given. If you concur with me that mis- 

spelled words should be corrected wherever found I think that 

we would be breaking a vigeious cycle. Therefore, with the 
exception of the word Columbino on page three, I have changed 

the others to the correct form. Would you like to change this yf 
word Colombino? Perhaps Columbian would be better. 


Lord Kinsgborough's quotation from his Mexican Antiquities 
nine volumes, each about three inches in thickness and each page 
22x 17 inches, was found by me during my early researches, but 
have lost the place and as a result I cannot give you the volume 
nor the page. I shall devote some time on it in the next few days. 


Your suggestion that the word counterfeit be substituted 
by adulterated is excellent and the change was made. (Page 6) 
On page 8 the sentence in which the word “characters” was used 
has been changed. On page 9-A end of second paragraph the 
word Motezuma is so spelled in the original. It is a quotation 
and if you think it is advisable to change it do so. 


The first acceptable paragraph of page 11. About a year 
ago I sent you a page frou a newspaper giving pictures of some 
fold trinkets. Do you think advisable to mention that? Mrs. 
MeCormick, has a gold eagle of the Aztec period which was found 
in dragging a lake. I did not see this until recently. She is 
now in Chicago, but if you like I can either have it photographed 
or borrow it and send it to you. In a recent trip I made to 
san Francisco I found several af similar pieces in the museun, 
so, I believe they are not rare and their authenticity certain. 


On page 14, tepuzque coinage, I have super-impossed 
two fly leafs which seem to interprete my meaning a little better. 
Would you care to select from the three? 


The last paragraph on page 16. I took the liberty of 


é 


changing it a bit. I hope you don't mind. I have tried to eliminate 


the personal pronouna from the whole manuscript. It is my belief 
that it sounds better. Don't you? 


Most grateful for your many corrections, 


: 
; 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


December 9, 1936. 


The points raised by your letter of the third are here taken up. 


As to the Chihuahua counterstamp being a pomegranate. You are absolutely 
right. The letter " § " is found in the Vargas issue. By the way, in the 
royalist issue of Oaxaca, an" 0" is found between the crowned pillars of 
Hercules and I believe you would want to include this bit of information. 
I should have known better thah to include the S$ under Ghihuahua as the 
royal officers of different parts of the country used different initials. 


Mm the 1816 coins of Chihuahua you are also right. The specimen 
that I have does not show the small capital A well but upon close inspection 
traces of it can be made out. Therefore, please omit that part. 


Regarding the amounts cast, one of my sources of information says 
that quite a number of cast pieces were rejected and apparently stored. 
Later these were sent to Durango and Ifonclova but no explanation for such 
action is given and I presume it was due to the lack of coined money. 

That these rejected pieces were later used by the Shihuahua mint to be 
struck I explain as being an emergency step taken when the revolutionary 
and nearly always victorious insurgent troops closed in on the caravans 
transporting back and forth viceregal orders and much needed materials. 


From now on I shall seofhat the English equivalent of Spanish 
names appear in the manuscript. 


Just this moment I received four books from Sanchez Garza of 
Mexico City, but apparently there is nothing new that I may add to what I 
have written. He has been appointed Director of the Numismatic Salon of 
Chapultepec Castle, is full of good ideas and expects to publish something 
important in a short while. He is asking for my cooperation and without 
doubt he means to publish the monograph in Spanish. “he Director of the 
mint has written me a letter dated November 25, but is silent about previous 
offers and arrangements. By the way, have you and lir. Noe acted upon my 
letter asking your consent to have the manuscript translated? 


The pre-colonial period was mailed a few days ago and I trust 
it was received in due time. | 


Sincerely yours, 


C4- Lee 4 ht AG, ae eee 
emma, ish eae cee ert ekee S (jet, 
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VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


December 26, 1936. 


My dear ir. Wood:- 


Along with your letter of the 16th pages 16 to 79 of the monograph 
were received and judging by the amount of work I had to put in to change 
my copy to coincide with yours I mst admit that you have done a lot, not 
only in the amount of material added but in improving the text and the re- 
arrangement which I believe is excellent. 


Enclosed is a page giving in detail the changes made. This will 
facilitate your checking the alterations made by me. There are a few 
important points which I wish you to let me know of the decission taken. 


I think that with only one exception I have followed your sugzestion 
to omit. The one or two repetitions that you did not catch were ignored 
by me because they seemed to go in quite well with the rest of the sentence. 


AO 


A new reverse of the triangular piece will be made and forwarded to 
you as soon as I get it. 


By the time your above mentioned letter had reached me I had 
digested your article on the debasing of silver which you were kind enough 
to send me. I appreciate the favor immensely and if there is any charge 
for the process, please let me know. 


You will note that on page 24 I added the names of two assayers 
of the Mexico City mint. . 


And I believe this is all for the present. 


Permit me to wish you a Happy and Prosperous New Year and may 
I add HEALTHFUL as well? 


Sincerely yours, 


=. , ew s 
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Notes on chances made on paces from 16 to 78 
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53 - 
54 - 
55-a 


57 = 
SG.= 
65 = 


64 = 
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Inserted the second paragraph. Entirely new material. 

Your complaint about underscoring. Done to emphasize. May be cut out. 

corrected date on 2nd. paragraph and gave source. 

I believe this information quite important, will serve as guide in 
assigning disputed coins. Added some words to No. 4 and changed 
the last paragraph. 

Added a few words to the fourth paragraph. 

Altered the beginning of the second paraprapk. 

The new values fixed by the Viceroy on the copper coins were added. 
Vidal Quadras y Ramon, Vol. II — p.319, No. 8112 describes a two escudos 
coin having the symbol Go. assigned to Spain. It is dated 1616. 

Would you say something about it? 

The San in the last paragraph was changed to Santo (Domingo). 

Added foot note. 

Added a line to 6th paragraph. 

Fifth paraeraph has the word senoreaje. Would you change that for the 
dinglish equivalent seigniorage? You may cross out the one you prefer. 
Added something to the penult paragraph and a foot note. 

Last line of third paragraph has been changed a bit. 

Added the words "two of" to the 9th line. 

Made a few changes on last paragraph. 

” Ww Lai ih 
cet  % " on lst. paragraph. 
"W " tt "W . 

Do you want the list of assayer's initials labeled. You may cross it out 
if you don't. Also would you like to say something about the initial 
M found in the coin of about 1702? . 

M.X. mint mark - Don't you think that would be better if incorporated 
opposite the year as with the other initials or should we use 
some other symbol than x for a foot note? | 

Added a new sentence and changed the word nearer for "after" in the 2nd. 
line of your description. “tT 

Added to third line. F 

Would you look at thés page? I have re-written it. 

~ Has also been re-written. Please compare with your own which is also 
included and you may tell me which one you decide to keep. 

Two more lines have been added, 

Added a few words to description of silver coinage. 

Charged a bit. . 

Has a narrow strip tacked on over the paragraph which it intends to replace. 
I believe it sounds better, Do you agree? , 

On the list of assayer's initials for Ferd. VII, year 1822, the statement 


wa. appears that no gold or silver coins were struck by the Vexico City 


y 
. : > fod - = 
Ee towed ents minte Yet on pace 66, 3rd, paragraph the statement is contradieted. 


eas om PME Would you please advise me as to what change you wish to make? 
66 and 67 = Have re-written description of Silver and Copper coinage. Would you 
Aeerk, compare it with the one sent and select the one you prefer? 


68 - 
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recapitulation as to types has been added. Do you approve? 


The 5rd and 4th Paragraphs were substituted by what you suggested. 

Changed the first line a BLT 

Last paragraph. 2nd of ord. line. Would you insert that "this practice 
was not followed in Spain, except in the one instance of the quartered 


Provicional de Zacatecas coin counterstamped J.M.L. which see"? 
Please advise me on this. 


Pages 74 and 76 were not among those sent. 


5 Cee Oa fragea f Owes Frere 


December 16, 1936 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg., 
757 S. Broadway, 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeaut 


T am at last sending you the manuscript of the Colonial period, 
I have partly gone through the Revolutionary period but there is still 
more work to do on that. This I will send you as soon as possible. 


This Colonial period has taken me a long while to go overjthe 
third end fourth time. You will notice IT have made very drastic and 
substantial changss, bransierring whele parts and reconstructing other 
parts, I nope you will not take offense in this. I didn't do it for 
just sone thing to Go but because I thougal that for anyone reading it, 
it would be easier for them to find or refer to. Also vou will note I 
have added the ce tr Pasi of all the silver coins. I have left your 
descriptions of gold coins about as you have them, 


You will note I heve also gone through the manuscript preparing 
it for the printer, cutting out most of the italics and taking the “th? 
after the day of the month; also abbreviating references, all of which is 
in accord with rules laid down today for the printer, If there are points 
like this that I did not catch, I wish you would try to nail them, 
Also, I may have not caught all variations of spelling. In a few instances, 
I have substituted one wrod for another. In two or three places I have 
marked a suggestion to omit. In a few places I have cut out where things 
were repeated and I know that there were one or two repititions that I did 
not catch, 


In your letter of December 6th on the manuscript of the Pre- 
Colonial part, I have left errors as you did where the error scales in 
your quotation. I simply wanted you to check these. 


We are going to have a great many illustrations and I think that 
the gold eagle can be left out leaving simply one illustration for the 
Pre-Colonial pieces. ThbseIl will use as a frontis piece showing various 


forms of those copper implements. 


The rost of your suggestions I have attended to. I think it would 
be well as you mention in your letter of Dec. 6 to cut out some of 
the personal pronouns. 


Your letter of Dec. 9th, which takes up the Revolutionary coins, 
I will attend to. 


I am expecting the Publication Committee to meet any day within 
the next week or ten days and have your letter concerning the trans~ 
lating of the manuscript for a Mexican edition. I see no reason why 
they should not acquiesce. I have received back the Pre-Colonial period. 

I am glad to kniw that the N.G. piece is for Nueva Galicia, 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 


P.a. The manuscript is going forward to you under separate cover, 
registered, 


Fanuary 4, 1937 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
g05 Chapman Bldg., 
756 S. Broadway, 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Doctor Pradeaut 


Your letter and the return of the manuscript came Friday. 
I am really surprised that you were able to go through it the way 
you did in such a short time. I have gone over your changes and agree 
in nearly every inetance, 


You, however, made no comment on page 58 concerning whether we 
should put in a table the Pillar dollar of 1772 which is pictured in 
El Duro, page 223, #685. 


Page 38: I consider 'seigniorage! the better word. 


Concerning your query on page 32, I would say nothing about the 
V Qy R gold coin of 1616. It is too early for Mexico and there are 
several undoubtedly Spanish minted coins that do look like Mexican, Take 
for instance the piece on page 47, #16 which looks even more like a 
Mexican piece and the mint mark certainly looks like M although he calls 


ita Pa. We have enough trouble on our hands as it is without looking 
for more. 


Page 50. We might as well say what we can about the M found on the coin 
of 1702 so let me know what you want to say. 


Page 51. I will see that the printer makes the proper mark to 
show that we are putting in a footnote, 


Page 54 and 55. @re okay as you have written them. 


Page 64. I have cut out mention of the year 1822 and put in 
@ note "for coins dated 1822 and 18% see page " 


e 


Page 66 and 67, Am using your description 


-~2s5 
Dr. A. F, Pradeau 
Jan. 4, 1937 


Page 78. As far as I know, this was the only instance in 
Mexico of cutting up a dollar and as we were giving generalities, I 
may leave this out. The piece is illustrated later on and I think 
this will be enough. 


Pages 74 and 76. We did not send because they were simply pages 
of photographs, 


I have tried to keep on the Revolutionary series since I sent 
you the last manuscript but have found it slow work as I am describing 
in detail the various pieces which you only did in spots. I have been 
obliged to forsake this the past two weeks as I have been closing up im 
books for the year and preparing reports for the Annual meeting which 
takes place on the 9th, but managed to put in a little time now and then, 


I gent on that manuscript with fear and trepidation as I was 
afraid you might not like the way I-had changed it around. It was 
rather drastic for an editor. There is no charge on those photostats. 
I should have been able to send you the copy of the Numismatist. 


I managed to get through the holidays without any stomach upset 
worth mentioning and feel a little better about myself, 


Wishing you a prosperous 1937, I remain 
Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


ry dear Mr. Yood:- 9 


Your last request of a new photograph of the triangular piece 
is hereby complied with, also you will find a photograph of the 
LeC.V. - 72 eight reales piece of Hill. ‘This man has been more 
than kind in coniescending to have his pieces photographed for the 


nograph and I have assured him that we would give him adequate 
credit. Do you mind? 


£ 


With respect to the contradicting information furnished on 
page 65, I have looked up my source and it says Clearly that 
doubloons were coined in “exico City using the Ferdinand VII 
dies, but specifies that the date should be that of the year of 
mintage either 1822 or 1823. Have you seen any gold pieces 
of this mint bearing the abovefient ioned dates? Silver was not 
coined by the Mexico City nine after 1821 and that seems to be 
definite. 


Please have the enclosed check credited to my membership 
of the present year. 


a eee = _ ‘ : 
The California Coin Club sav fit to elect me president for 
this year and tomnight we have the annual banquet and installation 

of officers. I am attaching one of the programs, 


me 


y best wishes to all of you for a happy and prosperous 


year, 
gtk ee VA 
Ct_- ? v 


VANDIKE 8483 


January 8, 1936 
Dr. A» F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bide. 
756 S. Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr, Pradeaut 


In working over the Kevolutional coins there are a few questions 
that have come up. On the cans of Zapatecas, on the L V O coins you state 
there are three varisties, the third variety being like the second, but 
cast. I have nover seen 4 cast piece and I am inolincd to think that 
any so found ars fakes. Therefore with your permission I would like to 
cut out any reference to cast coins. In the illustrations I would like 
to show a really good 1811 or 1812 Provisional head type 8 real piece. Mine 
are poor, both in striking and being worn. If you have a good one and 
could send it on wa could photograph it. Also a good specimen of the regular 
type of Zapatecas of the poorly cut dies between 1813 and 1820. All of 
ours are poor. 


Under Nueva Vizcaya you speak of the little copper piece dated 
1820, All I have seen are dated 1822, The one illustrated in Medina, although 
he thinks it is 1820, is redly 18221 The photograph you sent on is also 
1822. Therefore I think this coppet piece should go into the next section 
under Augustin. I have been spending some time describing the Revolutionary 
pieces. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HY ks 


— 


VANDIKE 8483 


"3 DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


/ 805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
ae 756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


in ~ 
y 
Add Oo lig 3 . . 


Many thanks for your letter of the fourth instant. The reason 
for omitting to say something about the 1772 peso is that I wished 
to investigate whether or not it was a mistake. As you know, Herrera 
does not illustrate nor even describes such piece. He only mentions 
its existence. This appeared queer to me. I have corresponded with a 
number of collectors and carefully looked in my own, but failed to 
corroborate or deny its existence. In doing this I unearthed a royal 
edict prohibiting the coinage of money usine the old dies. As it is dated 
May 29, 1772, I have used my imagination and have’ inserted the following 
paragraph on page 357, to follow the fourth:- 


a 
As to the assayers initial M found on the eight escudos of Philip ¥ 
I have inserted the following paragraph immediately after the first paragranvh 
of page 52: 
; 
. = 


\ 


The selection of the places for the above inserts is only of 


a tentative nature. Should you prefer to place them somewhere else 
please let me know, 


My Sincere thanks for your many courtesies, 


g rai Ae re ee a es ee 


January 15, 1937 


Dr. A. F, Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg., 
756 South Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Doctor Pradeaut 


Your letter of January lith just at hand and I will fit 
the two insertions in where I can, which concern the 1772 peso 
and the M on the Philip coins. I am herewith sending you prints 
of those small copper piecas you requested sometime ago. I am 
also enclosing the piece which you can keep, one of the LVO's. 

On the reverse in the shield appears in raised letters ALD. It 
losks like a counterstamp. Possibly it is soméhing the remains of 
anprevious piece on the planchette but I really do not think this 
piece was struck over another coin. I am somewhat puzzled as to 
whether this is e« counterstamp and if it is, that it is all about. 
I will let you worry about it. 


We have been photographing the past week a lot of our coins 
for illustration, I am progressing slowly on the Provisional issues but 
have not been able to do much lately on account of our Annual meeting. 
This, however, ia now all through, 


I have forgotten whether I answered your January 5th letter 
which came to hand enclosing photographs of the trianguler piece and 
the 7~3/4 piece of Hill's. If I don't give him credit, we will 
slip it in somewheres on the proof. 

Concerning Ferdinand VII gold pieces of 1822 and 23, I know we 
mentioned them somewheres as having been struck under Augustin. Raymond 
also informs me thet he is sure Colonel Greene had pieces of this date, 


Congratulations on being elected president of the Californie 
Coin Club. 


With best wishes, I remain 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


ate 
Ci 


. 4 VANDIKE 6483 
. : 


DR. A, F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


January 19, 1937. 


Your letter of the 8th. has left me somewhat perplexed and 
try as I might I could not find first, where I said that the third variety x 
of the L.V.0. type of coins was cast; second an 1811 or 1812 of Zs. 
head type, 8 reales piece for illustration, in my or the collections 
of others available to me here; thirdly a good specimen of the reeular x 
type, 4s. mint, of the poorly cut dies between 1813 and 1820 — in fact ri ae 
I have never seen any that wef poorly cut - all of mine are as perfectly ¢t 8 
cut as those of the Mexico City mint with the exception of the planchets KX 
which for 1813, 1816 and 1817 were not of even thickness thus causing the 
imprint of the die to be deffective. Would you please enlighten me upon 
these points? On the L.V.0. type of coins I only found one thing that 
I failed to mention and that is that some coins had the date inverted 
and others had it in the accepted manner.- Not long ago I sent you two 
pages - revised ones - of the Zacatecas mint, were you referring to them? 


Your observation about the Nueva Vizcaya copper coin of 1820 is 
very accurate and I am eliminating the information given by me regarding 
such pieces. Do you think advisable to mention tha Medina is wrong about 
them’ Please let me know if you care to insert a foot note. 


In looking over the first page of the revolutionary period 

I did not quite like it and as a result I have written the enclosed two 
pages which I hope meet with your approval. The portion pertaining to 
petitions made for branch mints does not mention the petition for a mint 
at Zacatecas which is taken up in the Zacatecas chapter, and I thought 
it would not be necessary to repeat, but you may, if you like to have 

. all this information under the same heading, transfer the three lines 

a from the Zs. chapter to the preamble that I am now sending. . 


Should you care to have ane or more of my perfectly cut Zs, eight 

€s, some Of which are in mint condition, T shall be delisnted 
you for photosraphine purposes, or I may have them photo- 
eraphed here. The years available, good enough to be photographed are of 


1819, 1620 and 1821. 


-~ 
It seems that the ‘exico City mint insists on believing that the mint 
ned during 1537 and as an argument this is all they have told me: 
S Other data which can be considered reliable" but failed to mention 
have asked them for it and the source. Should they send it I shall 


i a a bes iy 
ate with you post haste. 
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Jan. 19, 1957 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg., 
756 S. Broadway, 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeaut 


I have been spending about a week looking over hundreds of 
Morelos coins and picked ot to photograph the chief varieties of the 
common types and have been listing some of the coppserstamps. In 
reading over your description I think you should say more about Morelos, 
especially from the coin end. I note that Barstow in the A.J.of N., 
Oct., 1896, has some interssting facts, namely a letter he wrote 
someone where he was striking copper coins from half reales to 8 reales, 
except tostones. That is why we see no four real pleces. 


You have furnished photogranhs of a nuaber of the scarcer pleces, 
especially several of the four real pieces. There are a lot of these odd 
pisces in silver that I consider fakes or very doubtful. Certain ones one 
never sees except in uncirculated condition. I am going to make a few 
remarks about some of these pieces as being very doubtful in their 
authenticity. Outside of the maith of Oaxaca you do not mention where 
possibly the bulk of the copper pieces were made. Possibly no one knows. 
At any rate you can speak of the T 6 pieces of which you make no mention. 


There are certain pieces in Low's 1899 sale, Calderon Collection, 
with a V before the value. Does this mean Vale? Also, the little silver 
piece of half real struck should be included. This I will do. You show 
a stmiler one real piece in an unnuubered page called Miscellaneous | 
pieces of doubtful origin. : 


I have got to go away for a few days but will be back shortly. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 
HY ks 


January 29, 1937 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
80 Chapman Bidg., 
75€ S. Broadway, 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Doetor Pradeau: 


Your latter of the 19th at hand. Since my last letter to you 
much water has gone under the bridge, as they say, but unfortunately 
in the wrong direction. 


I was called up to Boston for a few days due to the sudden 
death of my brother-in-law. On my return back I found that my 
assistant, Mr. Robertson, had dropped dead of a stroke on the day 1 
returned, Sincs then I have not been able to do anything more on 
your Mexican coins and although I have been slow on account of many 
interruptions I am afraid now that I will be even slower. No one wants 
to see this on the press any mo e than I do. I Mhink I wrote you that 
I am up to the Morelos coins. I have these all laid out, all ready 
to write them up. My greatest troubie for a while will be to get what 
I want photographed as Mr. Robertson did all of our photographing. 


Concerning my letter of the 8th that mystified you. I have 
not had a chance to look through your orbeinal notes but I do remember 
you said distinctly that the Varg»s dollars were of three kinds, 
namely those made from punches, those with the large Vargas and those 
that were cast. On your page of illustrations you marked the third 
picture cast. Howaver, I have corrected this so you do not have to 
concern yourself more. Of the Zacatecas pieces I am sending on the 
best photograph I have of the provisional type with the head. I 
simply want to get a photograph of a better looking coin. 


As regards the poorly cut dies, I am enclosing the best one I 
‘have which is dated 1816. You will notice this compares in no way 
with the better cut dies of 1820 and 1821. If you can improve this, 
showing a poor head, I wish you would. 


oe 
January 29, 1937 
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Also, comparing Medina page 214, the type—given, you will see that that 
head ig almost a caricature. I have fine specimens of the later dates, 
that is of 1820 and 2l. 


I think I have noted that on the LVO's sometimes the date runs 


one way and sometithes another. I will_tFy-to change/on the manuscript 
that Medina is wrong about dating the copper pieces 1820. 


I am glad that you have made a change for the first page of 
the Revolutionaty Period. 


I think it best to keep where it is the three lines yu question 
under Zacatecas rather than in the preamble, as it really applies more 
to Racateces.than to the preamble. If you have better specimens of the 
coins you mention I would appreciate it if you could photograph them, 


There was a meeting of the Publications Committee yesterday and 
everything has been settled concerning the Mexican article. That is, 
that it should be published in the large form, the size determined 
upon, and one of the Committee has taken to read over again that part 
that has been completed and which I sent to you. The question of 
publishing the article later in Spanish was approved by the Committee 
but they felt they did not have the authority to give final approval 
and an submitting your request to the Council which will meet in two 
weeks' time and as far as I know, they wiil give permission. 


Very truly yours, 
Curator 


HY ks 


" 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


February 7, 19357. 
My dear lir. Wood:- 


It is indeed sad and disconcerting to part with 
the loved ones and I wish you to know that I am sorry to 
hear of all your loses. 


One of your previous letters, I believe it was that 
of January 19th you asked me to write something about Morelos | 
coinage. To-day I am enclosing a few pages on the whole subject 4 
of Morelos coinage. It is really a symposium of all the material 
I was able to gather. I suspect that you will think that it is 
mostly history and very little about coins. I agree with you, 
but in order to understand just why one makes certain assertions 
it is absolutely necessary to have the historical background. 
I have incorporated a few items, such as the price paid for 
cannon balls, food, etc. to make the reading less tiresome, 
and at the same time bring out the relative value of Morelos 
currency at the time. I have worked for a long time on this 
particular phase of our subject, and even though I am not entirely 
in accord with Low, Leon, Bastow and others, I feel that my 
conclusions are well based on historical facts. I regret to have 
to burden you with additional material and will appreciate 
your candid opinion. 


It did not occur to me to think that you were probably 
speaking about the Vargas pesos instead of the L.V.0. coins of 
Z2acatecas. I am glad the matter is settled. 


The photographs that you sent me of the Zs. provisional 
type with the head is no worse than my coins of similar date and 
type. The same applie@ to the 1816 Zs. coins. I shall try, however, 
to obtain better specimens. ; 


It pleases me to know that you liked the preamble and I 
presume that no corrections were n@cessary. 


The news conveyed by your letter of the 29th of January 
as to the size of the book&Athe possibility of obtaining permission 

to publish it later in Spanish, have pleased me very mach, and I have 
you to thank, as your efforts in my favor have been many. 


Attached to the sheets on Morelos, I am sending you a 
page on the coinage that I have seen which is indicated by the : 
word yes, and those that I have not seen are indicated by the 
word none. At the bottom of the page are a few remarks, not to 
influence you, but to let you know my reaction. Please don't 
hesitate to call me down, 


Sincerely wen 


February 15, 1957 


pr. A. F. Pradeau, 
g05 Chapman Bldzg., 
756 Broadway, 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Br. Pradeaut 


Your letter with the details of the Morelos coinage at hand. 
You have done a fine job on this and it has been most useful to me 
in checking up my cataloguing of the coinage, which I have now 
finished. It has upset one or two of my conclusions but I am now 
changing these over except in one or two instances, 


When I send on to y u the manuscript of the Revolutionary 
Period, which I hope will be soon, you can reconcile what I have written 
with what you have. I have just had a lot of these coins photographed and 
when I send on the manuscript will send on the Photographs to date on the 
Revolutionary coins. Your page on the coins that you have seen and have 
not seen does not agree wholly with my findings. This you will have a 
chance to check over later. 


Although I wrote you that Bastow quoting Morelos said that no 
4 real pieces were struck, if wa look at the date of this letter, he said 
that in 1811 and much could have happened afterwards. However, I think 
no 4 real pieces were struck for circulation but a few palterns might have 
been made. On page 2 of your Morelos, line 6, you say SUR. Do you or do 
you not mean SUD? 


The fifth paragraph I do not agree with you because very few of his 
copper coins were cast. All of that terrifically big issue of 8; 2 and 1 
reales appear to be struck but I do not include the few fancy design ones, 
of which as a rule silver coins are also known. Therefore I would either 
cut this paragraph out or modify it. You do not need to report to me on 
this until you get the manuscript. I am simply warning you to be ready for 
this. : 


On the last line of page 3, have you any authority for saying that 
Mor>les attempted making silver money by the casting process. If this is 


2 
Dr. A. F. Pradeau 
February 13, 1957 


right it is really quite important as most of the silver vas cast. 


The last paragraph on page 4 is a little ambiguous. On the Sth 
line from the bottom, "to each and to the other I have seen that each 
received its full weight". To my way of thinking, this refers to one 
person or the other swearing allegiance, not to one kind of coin and 
the other. I wish you would look up the original. If it means as 1 
think, the first paragraph of the next page would have to be changed._ 


On page 7, second paragraph it is too bad we canrot identify the 
gold coins the royalists found. Were they Morelos coins or regular 
Imperial pisces? 


I had rejected the TC pieces as being mace at Tierra Caliente on 
account of die cutting, fabric, shape of bow, etc., but considered them 
as the 1913 issue for Oaxaca, but as you definitely state the TC pieces 
were made at Tierra Caliente, I am changing my attribution over. 

I think what you have written is fine. 
I suppose you have or know of the book in 5 volumes, "Morelos, 
Documentos ineditos y poco conodidos," publicaciones de la Secretaria de 


Educacion Publico, Mexico, D.F. 1927. I found this book the other day 
on our shelves. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


H® ks 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


Fevruary 17, 1937. 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


i 


} 
Permit me to tell you that your letter of the 13th, thes 
# just received gave me a thrill, because /out of all the mass of information 
_ compiled in the Morelos work sent ‘2 you earlier during the month, you took 
exception to only a few points. 


Your remark about the four reales pieces is timely. I thought of 
the same thing. uch could have happened in the subsequent years, but as the 
number of fifty cent pieces (4 reales) in existence is very limited, not over 
ten or twelve at the most, I am inclined to think as you do, that a few 
patterns might have been made. 


The word SUR, as given is found so spelled in the source and that is 
why I pla .ced4there. However, SUD and STR are used interchangeably in the 
Spanish language, using one or the other when the phonetics of the sentence 
require it. 


j a 
The, fifth paragrath about the cast coins in copper. Are you sure 

that they,are ei¥uck ? Upon close scrutiny they appear to me to have been 
refinished or retooled cast pieces. In many of the specimens one can see the 7 


marks of the file with which they were not only triamed around the margin but 

over both surfaces as well. There is no doubt that some were struck, because 

some are even eccentrically placed upon’ a round planchet, but it is my belief 

that the statement of Morelos, in his letter from Oaxaca, admitting that the ; 

coins he was sending were cast, implies that some were struck, but this same ‘ 

statement corroborates the fact that many were cast. The only way to settle 

the point would be by the coin itself. 

The last line on page o. I have no ‘eniioriis for saying that “orelos 

attempted castine silver pieces. It is a/ deduction obtained from the many 

books consulted which became a reality with me, and is substantiated by the 

the last paragraph on page 4 which to you seems ambicuous. I'S so at the 

time I wrote it, but for fear of being barried away by my enthusiasm I trans- 

lated the line quoted verbatim. It doeg not refer to persons or acts but to 

coins, and that is why, the first paracraph of tne next page, bears different 

wording. liorelos clearly says that to/the Oaxaca coins, made by the dies autho- 

rized by the royalist commander, and /the coins that he had made with his own dies 

were ordered witheld if they did not/ weigh the full ounce. Now the question is, 

did “Morelos ordered each coin that he found already made with the Oaxaca, Ferdinand 

VII dies weighed, or did he ordered/more made using those same dies? Morelos 

letter is ambiguous in this respect, and I quoted his words to leave the inter- 

pretation to the reader. If you like, make the change that your knowledge and 

experience dictates. I am so happy to know that the historical sketch is going to 

be incorporated that any change for the better will be more than welcome. The whole 

subject, it seems to me, had never been studied thoroughly, and a few facts were 

used here and there, and were not correlated, leaving,in many instances, the wrone 
’ impression. While the article sent to you was somewhat lengbhy it was boiled down 
from three previous drafts, and clearly indicates the time epent by the southern 
leader in the different places and the possibility of making money by their primiti- 
ve process at seach place. 


r.e Wood, fede 17s 193575 NO. 2 

> 
The gold coins that the royalist found were “Morelos coins and bore the 

5 1 5 ls t value as expressed bn the known specimens with an 
" R" for reales where escudos were megnt. Or as I believe, these rold 
. s were ordered cast in limited numbers (because of the lack of funds, 
necessitating the melting of gold jewelry to have them ma de) and were intended 
as I nentioned (and quoted reference) in the pages sent to you previously, to 
be sent to Vorelos adherents that wére rendering services to the insurSent 
cause in royalist territory T) 


ve Je they were definitly not of the reoular imperial 
ssion, Zeecl Gir ttt, An-ere / ee Ue AS, Silas r 
= face K emg et Pp ert» Ee rene Vicia “nana Denenehes erage 


Ant Prevreimnde. 


The Morelos books to which you refer in your last paracraph have been need 4.7. 
in the research, “any thanks fof calling my attention to them, I might not ’ 
have had them. As it was I obtained them shortly after they were published 

and are part of my extensive Vibrary. I dontt remember having mentioned 

before but I have well over £200 volumes, most of which deal with “exican 

history. 


f 
f — 


/ 
“Many thanks for your words pf encouracement. 


Sincer ely VOUT Ss, 


Se Oe 
age 

(Ce x | 
4 aN 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


February 22, 1937. 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


Since the 17th, when I wrote you last, I have been 
doing some research in papers emanating from Oaxaca and from 
the files of General Rayon. As a result of this work I found 


1 - the amount coined in Oaxeca by the insurgents during five 
monthse 


2 - That silver was being cast in Oaxaca, and that it was 
suggested that to prevent counterfeiting it shoudd be milled 
round the edge. 


5 ~ Discovered that silver was being struck at Angangueo. 
A brand new place, never before mentioned. 


4 - That cast coins, copper, was in circulation everywhere. 


I am also sending you a resume of the Coleccion de Documentos 
ineditos y poco conocidos, enumerating the page and the translation 
of the part quoted. This work is in three volumes and is the one 
you found in your library. I thought you might like to read it and 
you may keep it if you wish. 


Now, I am going to refer to two different items. The first 
is that the nude bust of Ferdinand VII was proposed in a secret meeting 
of the Cortes of May 16, 1811 and approved June 2, 1811. 


The next is that the Jv.G. $Nueva Galicia) coin of Mr. Liver- 


ight of your city was ordered gtruck by Bricadier General Don Jose Maria 
Vargas, Insurgent Vilitary cofmmander of the districte 


P.S. Another point I failed to mantion is the part played by Imis Ro- 
driguez Alconedo, which I mention in the Coinage of Oaxaca, Royalist 
provisional, p.6, fourth paragraph. He really comes in 1814 as you will 
see by the next to the last paragraph in the enclosed sheet. 


oe a a aces 


wee a en en 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


February £7, 1957. 


T am enclosing two more pages of notes pertaining to the coinage 
of Morelos, in his territory, and of the comnanders operating under him. 
The work from which these notes were taken is in six huge volumes, with no 
index, therefore it became necessary to go through them. This is the last 


on this coinage. 


I am somewhat confused with the new information unearthed. Your 
letter of the 13th. tells me that there were no cast coins. On the first 

sheet that I sent you, a resume of volume V, p.641, says that General Rayon 

on July 7, 1815 declared all cast coins counterfeits. (nderscored with red 

on the pace that I an now sending you will see that Liceaga, on Sept. 30, 1812 
declared the same thing. liay be we better re-write the paragraph to coincide 
with your views, which supported by the information here mentioned appsare— 

to be the correct ones. 


It is my belief that the bit of information pertaining to the 
Moneda Provincial of Oaxaca, stating the amount reported coined is of parti- © 
cular value. On the other hand the amount reported coined by Morelos in 
Oaxaca from the time the city was captured to June 30, 1813 is now increased 
to a total of 4 108,900.62 

The 26 silver bars coined by Beristain 7 order of Osorno. I did 
not find the actual weight, but I hate the weight,of the l¥0 silver bars 
received by Morelos, and with a little effort we could determine the average 
weight in marks, add the 10 o alloy and find the approximate amount in pesos. 
We could add this to the Osorno paragraph. What do you wish? 


The Mexico City mint insists that the mint was opened 1537 and not 
1536. The verb sunents were offered by a prominent historian resident in 
the city of Mexico. I am now taking the matter up with him and shall let you 
know of any developments. In the mean time I have discovered that Viceroy 
Mendoza in the decree of July 15, 1536 specified that the silver reales were 
to be worth 54 maravedies. This is a substancial endorsement of my contentions. 
If you turn to page 33, third paragraph of"Notes on the silver coinace;’ you ' 
will find that due to the risk of transporting the Spanish real to Vexico 
it was valued at 44 maravedies. As by the law of Jan.24, 1538 the real was 
brought down to the continental value of 34 maravedies, we can safely say that 


this corroborates the statement that silver was Reing coined in Mexico pre- 
vious to July 15, 1536. ' 


7 


- I an now after the place of coinage of the 2 reales piece of 
ueva Galicia owned by Wr. Liveright. 


Please comment freely on these findings. 


Sincerely yours, 


March 2, 1987 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg., 
756 S. Broadway, 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 


Your last three letters at hand. They had so much meat in them 
that I have been busy ever since digesting your new mass of material. 
I have finished going over with a fine toothcomb all of the Revolutionary 
staff and have had my notes typewritten. 


I am also mounting up ali the photographs relating to this subject 
because you can read with better understanding this section with the 
Photoglaphs to dook at. These are just roughly pasted down with 
rubber cement. Later I will mount these carefully on the page size layouts 
for theedingraver., There are more photographs than I presumably will use 
but it is well to have too many than too few. Just when I can get these to 
you I don't know, but it will be a matter of a comparatively few days, 
When you do get it you do not have to rush to send it back as I have got 
to do &1l of the mounting of photographs ‘for the first part. This 
revised first part is now being read by one of the Committee. 


When you do get the Revolutionary section, you will see historical 
gaps on some of the coinage, and if you can it may be well to.add a few words 
here and there of a historical nature as you have been doing to some of the 
Sections lately. To my mind from a collector's standpoint, the Revolutionaary 
Section will be the most important as it really contains more new informa~ 
tion, especially as this coinage has never been very well done. 


Wien you get to the Morelos section you will see that I floundered 
around a little and with the notes you have sent me, it may be a little bit 
Patchy and possibly you can put the whole thing in a little better shape. 


As for coins being struck or cast, I have had to make a pretty 
extensive study of this ever since I have been here on account of 
counterfeits, stc., and I have seen a great many hundred Morelos coins. 

This is the result of my observations: Most of the silver is cast; 
occasionally one finds a struck piece. The only consistant struck ones are 


we <« 
Dr. A. F. Pradeau 
March 2, 1937 


the small silver Oaxaca pieces with the lion om ome side and the bow on the 
other. This was definitely a struck issue. 


Virtually every one of the copper pieces are struck that conform to 
the two standard types - the plain background and the ornamented background, 
These that depart from either of these two varieties are invariably cast 
although once in a great while one finds a struck piece. Therefore through- 
out your manuscript I have avoided stating whether cast or Stmuck but have 
said "minted" or "made". My experience has been that officials and 
historians who have no definite kmowledge of coins often use the word "cast" 
instead of "struck". I think I have now ironed out most of the little 
queries I made and which you have answered. 


I think that Royalist find of Morelos gold coins very important. 
This is the best reference w2 heave to show that Morelos did attempt to make 
some gold coins when he had a chance, It is almost an axiom to say that any 
gold coins later outlawed or not of regular government issues wou.d be 
quickly melted down or that it is no surprise that only a few of these 
Pieces exist today. | 


As regards your letter of February 22nd, I am incorporating the 
various notes you mention. If you do not always like where I incorporate them, 
switch them around where you think they would fit in better. I think it © 
well to use nearly all if not all of these. I will add that note on the 
mew bust of Ferdinand VII in its proper place and I do hope you will find 
Some more information on the N.G.piece of Liverights. 


In reply to yours of February 29th, you must have been doing an 

immense amount of rewearch. I myself can do very little of this as I do 
not have the material and do ot know Spanish. Also, since my assistant 
died, I have less time than ever to concentrate and when I do I am 3 

terrupted. I cannot do much work at home as I have a number of things cut 
outifor me to do there. I am saying this because this work ks dragging along 
most frightfully, all due to me, but I am putting everything Slse aside when- 
in’ I can to finish this up. I will say that the thing is now virtually 

ons. 


Concerning the opening of the Mexico City Mint, unless you get 
the information you want in good shape, you can make whatever notes you 
want concerning it when you read the proof’. 


Very truly yours, 


HY ks Curator 


March 3, 1937 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg., 
756 &. Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 
After writing you yesterday I spent the rest of the 
day Sinishing up your article and am sending it to you 
by registered mail, together with all the photographs of 
the Revolutionary pieces. 
As I wrote you théeother day, you do not have to 
rush this back because I ‘will be some time getting the photo- 
graphs of the first part mounted up. 


Very truly yours, 


Gurator 


HY ks 
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VANDIKE 8483 


Mar. 25, 1957 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
756 S. Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeaus 


The manuscript arrived day before yesterday and most 
‘of yesterday I spent going throjgh it. Everything so far 
seems to line up in good shape and I heave found no questions 
to take up with you. I will keep at this now, mount the photo- 
graphs for the engraver, etc., and see how soon I can send it 
to the printer. 


Although I have just gotten an asistant, a good deal of 
my time will be taken up for some time in breaking him in. 
Also, a fairly large collection has recently come in and 
another one is on the way which will also engross me. 


This is really to let you know that I have received 
@he manuscript. . 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 
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April 26, i957 


Dr, A. F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg, 
756 S. Broacway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeaut 


I suppose you have been wondering why you have not heard 
from me. The fact of the matter is that shortly after the last Committee 
meeting one of the members of the Publications Comaittee took your 
manuscript home to reud it over. He was taken sick and after repeated 
requests from me to return the manuscript, I em now getting it back in 
parts. He has corrected some of the English and has made a few suggest~ 
ions. However, little time has been lost because in the meantime I have 
gotten tegether some more photographs and have been mounting these up 
for the plate maker. I have now got to incorporate in the manuscript 
the various plate numbers. When this is done, which should not be long — 
now, I wili have it ready for the printer. 


The Publications Committee thought that we had not gotten the final 
word as to early issues ~ that all of the Suropean Museums shouid have been 
approached as to what they had, especially the German and French Museums. 
So some extent I have taken up with the British Museum certain questions 
and have gotten some new material, It s now rather late to do this 
because it wouid delay publication a number of months, Here, however, are 
a few questions which I would like straigatened outs | 


i. On page 11, in the middle of the last paragraph, where you state "all 

the Kigepee are pointing toward the center of an imaginary circle, each form 
right angle with as, and the curved or wubting edge 

rae & seieant of the vineis Geevannantbiex to the quadrent in which it was 

placed." The underlined parts bother me as I cannot see just what you mean, 


&. On page 10, 3rd paragraph. You quote a book by Dr. Nicholas Leon. Can 
you give the date of this peak? 


— vd oe 
Dr. Pradeau 
Apr. 28, 1937 


5. On pages 24 and 25. The Committee raised this question and that is, 
in che few instances where one can check the initials appeering on the 
coins, etcs, why not indicate those names? This might be done by putting 
asterisks in front of the names and so stating at the end, If you can 
do this, indicate the names and I can put the asterisks in and make the 
change. ; 

One person thinks he has a Charles and Johanna one real piece 
with a © instead of an 0 but I think it is either a die break or a 
double cut O and am not including it 


Also, they think a little fuller record in table form should be 
hed for the coins of Louis I. 


I have put the inserts that you sent in your letter of March 30th 
in their proper places. 


Very truly yours, 


Gurator 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


Dear Mr. Woods 


In reference to your letter of April 28, second paragraph, it 
would have been wise to consult with the museum mentioned and I feel 
that if we lay the foundation as well as we are able, we would have 
accomplished a great deal. We may not be perfect, although we have 
tried to be as accurate as possible, but we are pioneering on a subject 
so far ignored by students of numismatics. There is this consolation, 
however, that shortly after this work is published if there is any 
slight error, anywhere in the book, some collector will pick it up 
and will let us know. Thus, contributions from far and wide will help 
to increase our knowledge on this branch of coin collecting. 


Your question number one is explained as you suggested by the 
enclosed drawing. 


’ 


The book referred to in your question No. 2 is:- 


lyobaa_o Mictlan. - Gufa Histdrico-Descriptiva. 


Dr. Nicolds Leén. 
Mexico. 
1961 « 

As to question 5, I am sorry but I am.unable to check but one initial 
against the assayer's names. Francisco del Rincon, first assayer, who 
most likely used an R as his symbol on the Charles and Johanna coins. 
Would you risk put it down as such? Do you think that the specimens 
carrying this letter could be called the first ones minted? I am not 
at all sure he used the R as his mark. Perhaps if the members of the 
committee go over page 23 they may realize that in later years there 
were two main assayers, each of whom used an initial, which could easily 
have been the given name or the surname, and if we try to assign them 
we would be guessing, don't you think so? The second paragraph of page 23 
clearly states that the assayers shall mark the cOins with a sign or mark 
which was recorded with the notary of the mint, and believe me, I left 


no table unturned to obtain at least one of those notary records, but 
my searche were fruitless. 


ni Wish I could add more to the recorded information on the coinage of 
Louis I. If you could give me a lead I would be glad to follow it up. 


I have waded through three of the nine volumes of Mexican Antiquities 
by Lord Kingsborough, looking for the page in which the statement quoted 


On pe 5 of my manuscript appears. I shall continue searching. These 
volumes have no index, 


I trust my explanations are Satisfactory to you. 
Sincerely yours, 


Cea 


May 5, 1937 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg. 

756 South Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif, 


Dear Dr. Pradeaus 


I have gotten all the manuscript back and got the plates all 
laid out and most of the plate numbers put in the text. I wili be 
interviewing printers and plate makers now very shortly. 


Did we make any stipulation with you as to how many copies 
you were to have free? Our custom is generally about 25, Also, have 
you any idea how many you could sell? Of course it would depend quite 
largely on the pride. This was overlooked in the last Comnittee 
meeting and shortly they will take this malter up. I am advocating a 
price somewheres between $2.00 and $4.00, although it will cost us 
much more. If we ask more than this I am afraid we will not sell so very 
many. There will be 20-odd platess The size will be about the size of 
our old American Journal of Numismatics, Also, have you heard 
anything more from the Mexican Government as to a Spanish edition? 


The chief object of this letter at this time is to find out 
something about the coin of which I am enclosing a rubbing. The mint IS 
bothers me, I have never heard of such a mint. The coin is of good 
silver although the dies are a little rough. The edge is very good. 
Also what shoud we offer for the piece? 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 


P.S. Since I dictated this morning my letter to you, I find the Publica- 
tions Committee had a meeting yesterday and they handed me the preface, 
to which they have made amendations. As the changes are considerable, I 


& w 
wt 


, 1937 


am sending this on for your approval. They alse voted that 

my mame should be used in collaboration with yours and a letter 
from the Committee, I understand, is going out today, This was 
none of my doings and came as a surprise to me. 


HY ks 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


May 8, 1937 


lir. Howland Wood, Curator 

The American Numismatic Society 
Broadway between 155th and 156th Sts. 
New York, Ne Ye 


/ Dear Mr. Wood: 


i Your letter of the 5th reached me yesterday. The first point 
raised was the number of copies which I am to receive. There were 50 
A copies sent to me from my previous monograph and I naturally assumed that 
»& | Iwas entitled to an equal number of this one. Do you think it can be 
A> | \ managed? Not including foragfive copies to be distrituted among my 
y | immediate family, I have promised 35 copies to persons who have helped 
\D 


Stank d G4 
D¢. VU 


& 


in the preparation of the work. The sale of this book should be larger 
than expected because it will open a field so far untouched. Many of 
the California Coin Club members have shown their desire to purchase 

copies but I am unable to state with any degree of certainty the number 
cos that can be disposed of here. 


The representatives of the Mexican government are more or less UY 
annoyed with me as I have been offering excuses of one sort or another 
for the reason that since I wrote you on August 25, 1936, I have not had 
a definite answer as to the permission sought. 


The rubbing sent is interesting but I fear is not a regular issue 
i of Mexico. If you look in the catalogue of the Peltzer Collection, #298, 
yu™ you will find a specimen with the following inscription: 8 Rs A.Do. 
, 1640, O.M.C. The assayer's initials were of no help in determining the 


4% source of this sort of "mle." I would classify this piece as a curiosity 
° with no numismatic value. 


The preface prepared by the Publications Committee is substantially 
the same as I had written it; therefore, I subscribe to ite But in the 
question of your name appearing in collaboration with mine, the inclosed 
copy of a letter addressed to Mrs. Brett clearly states my feelings. Per- 
mit me to add now, as I have many times in the past, that without your keen 
intellect and your broad knowledge of the numismatic field, the work would 
have been greatly handicapped. It has not been my purpose to offend you 
end I can assure you that I hold nothing but admiration, respect and high 
esteem for you, and if this point had been brought up at the beginning of 


the revision, three years ago, it would have been settled satisfactorily 
to all concerned. 


I trust that this difference of opinion will not in any way mar 
our friendship. 


Yours sincerely, 


AFP z LE ee Te 
Incl, 


May 11, 1937 
Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg., 
756 5. Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr, Pradsaus 
Your airmail letter just at hand, 


I wili put in your application for 50 copies. Presumably 
this is what you would get, but being different from the Numismatic 
Notes and Monographs, it is up to the Publications Committee to 
determine the number of copies. 


I am sorry about the final decision of your request for printing 
the monograph in Spanish. This is partly my fault. The Committee held 
this up for months and then they told me to go ahead and report it to 
the Council for their permission, but not to do it until I made my 
final report to @he Council. I should have done this this month but 
have made notcto report it next month. 


Under separate cover I am sending you a plaster cast of that I5 
peso. It look to me perfectly all right. The die on the eagle size is 
Somewhat rough and shows around the first R signs of rust, but the piece 
does not leok new or like a restrike. The reverse has just the same 
appearance as any other peso. The weight is a trifle light. It weighs 
407.5 grains but I weighed up a number of specimens from other mints and 
and their weights vary considerable, th t ig, there is a variation of o 
‘i7 grains in different specimens. I think it is a case of looking up 
pretty thoroughly as it might be a rare pieces I do not think you can make 
a parallel with the A.D? piece of 1840. I have known of other specimens, 
Guttag lists it in his book, #3174, and we have a specimen. One side 
has an absolutely proof surface and the other side just approaches a proof 
surface, This may have been a pattern or a special piece made for a 
special occasion or purpese. 


Now for the other part of your letter. I take no exception whatever 
in your findings and conclusions. It was not my idea or even thought, and! 


ti 
> 


~— oe 
May ll, 1957 


told the Committee that I would have nothing to do with offering the 
suggestion. Therefore you have not hurt my feelings in the least. 

I am keeping out of the matter. Therefore, if anything further comes 
up, do not quote me. 


I would like to have your further conclusions on the I® pidce after 
you see the cast. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 
HW ks 


P.S, When the manuscript was returned to me, I think the title pagey 
if there was one, got lost. However, I wish you would draw up a : 
title page, giving the title and sub-title, as you want it; probably | 
as we have made so many additions and have confined ourselves to 

oniy the Colonial and earlier periods, you might like to make a change . 


from your original notations. If you have any titles or honorary — 
degrees, stick them on to your name, 


ne 
— a 


I forgot in my last letter to state this is what I had written con- \ 
cerning those hoe-shaped pieces on page lls ; 


be 
The pieces were placed in the urn in layers of four each, the handles 
pointing inwards, the cutting edges facing outwards, making the ¥ : 
form of a cross or a cartwheel of four spokese \ YA 
* ‘ \ 
If this meets with your approval, let me know. I think it is a little : . 
mors clearly expressed than thd way you put it. \ 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


May 15, 1937. 


My dear My. Wood:- 


Your letter of the llth, was most welcome. Permit me to thank 
you for relieving my mind as to your feelings in the matter of the 
title page. I am grateful to you. 


The plaster cast also arrived and I do not doubt its genuineness 
a bit, in fact I did not doubt it when I read about it in your letter, 
but I still say that it is not regular coinage. This is probably the 
work of a student engraver submitted before he could be qualified as 
full fledged engraver. The Assayer'’s initials I.M. (possibly J.M.) 
if belonging to one assayer or two individuals are found in the Mexico 
city mint up to 1832 and in Durango during 1850. There is also the 
possibility that as the dies were made with interchangeable dates and 
assayers initials, etc. an I was erroneously placed there instead of a 
Z, thus making this piece one of Zacatecas, where at the time the 
assayer's initials were 0.M. - I have a piece, 8 reales of Culiacan 
in which the mint mark appears Gn. - So it is posible that such an error could 
have taken place. It could not have been for Alamos, as Alamos mant was 
not in existence at the time. 


About the title page. The title given will depend on whether we are 
going to publish the subsequent work. If this is the case, then, we might 
call it "NUMISVATIC HISTORY OF MEXICO" Vedw=E— and as a subtitle we might 
add: FROM PRE-COLUMBIAN EPOCH TO 1821 or something like it. 


As to my titles you may choose from the following: Bachelor of Science 
ian . 
Doctor of Dental Surgery; Member of the "Antonio Alzate"” Academy of Sciences, 
- 
of Mexico; formerly Assistant Professor afid Lecturer of the University of 


Southern Cglifornia,| College of Dentistry (Pathology, Therapeutics, Materia 
National 
Medica and Pharmacology); member of the/Honorary fraternity Omicron Kappa Upsilon. 


Your corrected sentence for page 11 is fine. I shall incorporate it in 
my COpye 


Sincerely yours, 


- a 
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VANDIKE 8483 


DR, A. F. PRABDEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


May 20, 1937. 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


Permit me to refer to page 122 of the monograph. 
Third parseraph. The thought has come to me that the inscrip- 
tion might be interpreted as beginning with the name of the 
king thus one would have: 


Ferdinand 7th upon whom the American Congress has vested ae 
tr faeddeeed Jo tcforn codon. Unthenk, bo. bin vel by Ke. Comte int Conga 
Fernando 70. Depositante de la autoridad del Congreso Americano. 


and thus the last " D " becomes @ part of the inscription and not as 
we have it, very much in doubt. 


The F~7 on the mantle naturally refer to Ferdinand and reading the 

marginal inscription immediately after we find the interpretation 

here given. 
‘ ‘ 

Would you like to add a few lines to the second Pp eragraph 

of page 197 Where I say that work commenced .... 


ft 

under the 57th Viceroy of New Spain, Don Juan Acuna y Manrique, Marques 
de Casa Fuerte, the 16th of April 1731 and was completed December 18, 
1734 at a cost of $ 449,893 pesos, ” 


The above dates vary with different authors, and if you 
think it advisable you could incorporate in a foot note the source of * 
my information, as having been furnished by the royal accountant, thus: 


"Noticia que el Real Contador D. Antonio de Campo Marfn 
ministré a D. Diego de Parras. Alamdén, Disertaciones, 
Vol. III - Apendice." 


Please let me know if you care to make the changes 
here referred. 


Cordially yours, 


May 25, 1957 
Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 


805 Chapman Bldg., : 
756 S. Broadway, : 
Los Angeles, Calif. ’ 


Dear Dr. Pradeaut 


Your letter just at hand. I note your changes and additions. I have not 
as yet studied them but a first reading leads me to think they should go in. 


There has been two or taree new developments since my last letter. I have 
got two or three new casts which I will photograph and try to substitute on the 
Fiates which are already made up but not given to the engravers. I am also holding 
up everything for a little while as I have just had access to ali of Edgar H. 
Adams notes on “outh American coins and he has one notebook om Mexican pieces, As 
you may ikmow, he has made an especial study of South American numismatics, I 
glamced through these notes the other day and they are being sent up to us by 
empress and should be here any day. Mr. Adams, by the way, had a stroke a few 
years ago and since then has been nearly helpless, 

ie - : 


I am trying to get the Publications Committee together to pass on a few last 
things concerning your article. I find they have Already made a ruling concerning 
the author's copies for the new, enlarged form, which is ohly 25, I have sent your 
letter to the Chairman of the Committee. 


I think I said there would be 23 plates, 


I have just heceived a catalogue from Glendining & Co. which disturbs me 
somewhat. In case you do not have it I am mailing it on to you and would like this 
returned as it is the only one of these catalogues we have, On plate 10, 575, 574, 
375 and 576, are new Morelos pieces in gold. 575 is similar to one we mention 
but this is dated 1812, 374 is like one we have already mentioned in siiver, but 
this is gold. The interesting thing about these is the counterstamp, SJNC or G, 
They read it © and you G, but this counterstamp is different than the one you 
illustrate. Unfortunately the counterstamp is extremely weak. The same counter 
stamp appears on both pieces. I wish you would write out the supplementary notes 
and information to incorporates in the article about thése as well as 575 and 576. 

I mention the latter in two places. That is, in the general gold of Morelos and 
remark on it in connection with Oaxaca. ia 


Very truly yours, 


> 
HW ks Curator 


THE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
BROADWAY, AT 156TH ST. 


New YORK 


4 irs ry ia Ml = i? 
Mrs. Brett 


Nv S WAT IC 1S TORY 
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May 27, 19357 


MEMORANDUM TO: 


Mr. Newell 
Mr. Mabbott 
Mr. Noe _ 
Mr. Wood 


NOTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS, HELD MAY 26, 1937. 


Pradeau's Mexican Coinage. Size of edition and price to be referred to 
the Staff, according to ruling of te Council. Mr. Wood will turn over the - 
manuscript to the printer, about 100 pages plus 23 plates, 

vA 


This book is to be numbered Volume 1 of Numismatic Studies. Volume 2 wiil , 
be Mr, Newell's Seleucid Eastern Mints. Volume 3, Mr. Clapp's article on 
U.S. cents. Possibly Mr. Clapp may contribute to the cost. 


Our Committee refers to the Council the question of announcing our new 
/ publication; suggests that the Council formulate an announcemdnt to be 
_ sent to Wayte Raymond's Coin Journal and to the Numismatist, Numismatic 
Chronicle, the Numismatic Circular and elsewhere. Not necessary to get 
‘out a postcard to members, asking for their advance subscriptions. The 
‘Committee suggests that the Council consider issuing a slip announcing 
‘Pradeau's book. 7 


Mr. Mabbott suggests that Mr. Wood write to the Berlin Numismatic Cabinet 
or send to Berlin a galley proof in order to check the dates. Material, 
however, if any, from Berlin, to go into an appendix. 


The material Mr. Wood may find in the Edgar Adams! papers. need not hold 

up the p&blication of the work because Mr. Mabbott feels there will surely 
be an appendix, where we can place it. Hence the Committee resolved that 
this work of Pradeau's be printed at once as No. 1 of the Numismatic Studies. 


The Committee voted to write a letter to Pradeau stating the Committee's 
position on placing Wood's name on the title page as collaborator — we 
‘Might suggest to Pradeau that Wood's name be used as collaborator on the 
first pos volume and possibly not on the second volume. We will not 
insist on it, however, but mention the very large contribution made by 
Wood, suggesting that his name on the title page would not detract from 
Pradeau's fame, and might even help sales. 


The title of Pradeau's book to be NUMISMATIC HISTORY OF MEXICO, with subtitle 
be Cylweeeses = FROM THE BEGINNING TO 1821. His name, Professor A. F. Pradeau and then 
sei ~~ ember the Antonio Alzate Academy of Sciences of Mexico. 


= 
Q fans In the letter to Pradeau from the Committee we will state that the number * 
of copies presented to the author is still under consideration. In many 


; E \e A 7 : Y pte 
Bt 4 é . ; ! ho mt . 
1 oa : Lea. .'c aA ia —- 


* 
* 


publications of this sort only 10 might be allowed, but in his case a much 
more liberal allowance will surely be made. 


NOTE FOR MR. NOE: The Committee thinks that 35 copies for Pradeau is 
generous, but does not care to make this a point of dispute and therefore 
will leave it open for the moment. Meantime, the Committee feels that 

st can recommend in each case the number of copies to be allowed the author 
and submit this allowance to the author to the Council. 


Mrs. Baker is toge instructed to read the Pradeau manuscript to see if 
the English is correct and if she catches any points that seem wrong, to 
mark it with a pencil and submit to Mr. Mabbott. 


The preface for Pradeau's work will be revised, to give more gredit to 
Mr. Wood, if his name does not appear as collaborator on the title page. 


The letter to Pradeau will be set up by Wood and Mrs. Brett. 

We agree with Mr. Noe to return to Mattingly the plates of his article. 

The Lewis manuscript accepted. \ 
The Forrer manuscript accepted but must be returned to Borrer for revision. 


_ The Gonzales manuscript on Puerto Rico accepted. No change is necessary. 
/ Pind out if the author had been notified that we had accepted it, and if 
not, accept formally; write now a letter that the manuscript is under 

favorable consideration. 

a 
Te documents in Spanish should probably be reptoduced in English trans- 
lation. | 


Notes furnished by Noe on the status of the Numismatic Notes & Monographs: 
The following are definitely in hand, and all five could probably be 
brought out in 1937: Torry, early in June; Jerash, plates ready. Printing 
not begun. Trying to cut dow costs a little; Hoard Bibliography. Half the 
text in proof. A long process resding it. Sometime in the summer. 


Napthali Lewis ~ from a Hoard of Folles. Late Romen Hoard. Approved. Clean 


manuscript ready, except for chapter on the Chemical composition of the 
CO1NnS. 


, “ho : 
Forrer. Guatemala. Has this been formally acdepted? NU jug V2.0 ekate 


ee ad 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


Your news about Mr. Adams’ notes were most welcome and I sincerely 


hope that you find something there that could be incorporated in the 
monographe 


Permit me to enlist your cooperation with the end in view of 
obtaining at least 40 copies of the book. I have reviewed the list 
of promised copies and it comes to 39, and I certainly would like 
to have at least one. Your efforts along this line will be greatly 
appreciated. May I inquire if it is to be cloth or paper bound, for 
if it is to be paper bound, it may be possible to have the printer 
prepare for me five cloth bound copies, for which I will gladly 
pay the additional cost. 


The Glendining & Co. catalogue was received by me several days 
ago, and I too, set about to make the necessary changes. I spent nearly 
a whole night, trying to solve the problem created by the presence of 
the I.P.T. initials. There is absolutely nothing in the way of a historical 
event, legislative body, name of a leader, or name of a town, that could 
be linked to these initials. I am submitting for your consideration 
the enclosed supplements and changes. 


If it is at all possible for you to read chapter X of Priestley's 
book, Jose de Galvez, Visitor General of New Spain, you will find from 
page 312 to 319 quite a bit of material, some of which could be used 
to advantage in the monograph. 


If you do not care to make a separate heading for the America 
Morelos coins, as I have it in the enclosed sheets, we may incorporate 
the new information along with the old. If on the other hand, you 
approve of this change, please cross out the information pertaining to 
these coins given on page lléz. 


The Kingsborough paragraph is lost. I have devoted weeks of research 
to finding this particular item. The nearest I have come is what I am sending 
you now, and I believe it reads a little better than the one originally sent. 
Please let me hear from you. 


I would like to call vour attention to the fact that the insurgents 
spelled the word GUVERNATIVA as given. Modern Spanish is Gobernativa. 


Very truly yours, 


r . _—— 
? > 


June li, 1957 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bidg. 
756 Broadway , 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeaut: 


I have finished going through the Adams' material and have found next 
to nothing new. However, I did make these two discoveries? 


In Schuiman's Catalogue of Dec. 4, 1905, in the Collection of Lyman H. 
Low and J. N. Van Geldes, Lot 288, he mentions and illustrates a piece of Morelos 
which I think is new. I have not checked this up further but I am sending 
you a description of it: 


288 Juan Martin Morelos. 1812. Obsidionale de 8 Reales fr. a Huautia 
(Huatulco ou Guatuleo) (MO)NEDA PROVI . CONALPS . ES . A. Arc 
avec fleche dessous $ U D. Rev. FABRICA EN . HUAUTIA dans le 
champ ~ 8 e R- 1812. Inedite. Ae» Dee Fort rare. 

Voir la reproduction. 


I trust you have this catalogue and can refer to it. 


In Schulman's Sale for June 15, 1910, Collection of Ciscar y Montolin, 
Lot 434, is a 4 reales piece which is illustrated, dated 1597. I am enclosing 
a photograph of these. Also, a photograph of an 6 reales -iece of the same 
date. At first I thought I would include them, but on studying the pieces 
out, I am of the opinion they are not Mexican but Spanish as the workmanship 
does not look Mexican, but certainly does look like some of the poorer, cruder 
Pieces made in Spain at the time. You compare pieces in El Duro. Also the 
Portugese arms, if that is what it is, on the 8 reales, would make it fit nearer 
to Spain than Mexico. They both have the assayers' initial G on them. I am, 
however, laying this before you for your opinion. Please return photographs. 


There is a meeting today of the Council and I have laid your ietter 
wonvetning printing in Spanish before them. I trust they have a quorum. The 
last time they did not. 


Your letter of May 29th at hand. I do not know as yet what the 
Committee has decided upon. 


I do not know what I can get a chance to look at PPiestley's book 
as I am busy every night from the time I teavh the office until about midnight. 
I may try to get it out and take it down to the country over some Snnday. 


I have not had a chance yet to fit your latest additions into the 
manuscript as I have been keeping busy going through Adams' notes. I 
think I said I added a few dates and denominations to the earlier silver 
coins and added a few words to the Charles and Johanna pieces. 


Don't bother any more about the Kingsborough paragraph. It was a 
suggestion made by one of the Committee. 


| Will keep you informed as things progress. I have had an estimate 
from the plate maker on the cuts but am adding one or two better specimens 
from some of Adams' photographs. . 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 
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VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


June 14, 1937. 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


In reply to your letter of the llth, which has just arrived, permit 
me to say, first that I do not have the Schulman's catalogue of Dec. 4, 1905 
but from the description of the piece,I judge, that it is a fake. Beginning 
with the name of Morelos, which is wrong; then the name of the town where 
this coin was presumably made HUAUTTA. To my recollection there is no such 
a town in Mexico, which I shall veri’y to-night, but there is CUAUTLA, and if 
you consult the notes I sent you on the three volume work entitled "Coleccion 
de documentos inéditos y poco conocidos" Morelos, 1927 = page 1, second and 
third paragraphs, you will find that the declarations of the prisoners taken 
clearly show that there was no mint there. Besides you have in extract all there 
is to the history of Morelos, and you will notice that I took special pains 
to name each town occupied by Morelos from the beginning of the insurrection 
to its end, and there is not another name that even resembles the one appearing 
on the coin. The monogram as outlined by you does not tally with the numerous 
others to be had. I would appreciate your sending me the illustration for further 
study. The notes on Morelos, during the siege of Cuautla are found on page 103 
of your copy of the monograph. 


The illustrations included, and which I am now returning,are not Mexican 
of for the Mexico City mint. They are Spanish coins and the legend clearly de- 
monstrates this in that it reads HISPANIARUM REX and not Hispaniarum et Indiarum 
Rex as prescribed by the coining laws (third paragraph p.28 monograph) and 
strictly adhered to during the whole of the colonial period. 


Jany thanks for keeping me informed about the progress made towards 
the publication of the monograph. I appreciate the courtesy very mech. Please 
let me know if you prefer to have appear in the monograph the inserts sent or 
you have decided to discard the new material sent, chiefly those in’ference to 
Kingborough's statements. Somehow I*seem to favor the wording of the second 
draft, it is more to point and expresses clearly and in less awkward manner 
what we intended to say. 


Did you decide upon illustrating some of the gold eagles of the pre-colonial 
epoch? What do you think about making an index for the first volume? It would 
certainly facilitate finding any desired information without going to the trouble 
of reading the whole book and to some extent memorizing it. I would gladly un- 
der take the work. 


Now, that you tell me how busy you are, and that you already have an 
assistant, let me confide to you of a secret desire entertained by me at the 
time you lost you co-worker: I very earnestly thought of applying for the posi- 
tion as I wanted to be near persons whom I admire and at the same time enjoying 
my hobby. I work about 18 to 20 hours a day, so it does not scare me. However, 
take good care of yourself, remember that not so long ago you were on the sick 
list, and you would not like to be there again. 


Yours sincerely, 


"AMERICA MORELOS" page 111-23 


Gold coinse 


Gold coins of one escudo and half eseudo size were auctjoned off in London 
by Glendining & Co. items 375eand 376, June 16-17, 19 30th pieces, which 
appear to be cast, have on one side a rampant lion f Ate left and around 
the margin the inscription AMERICA MORELOS e+e18l3e¢e. n the left of the 
lion the value appears as 1 or #3 on the right of the lion the letter R for 
reales. The 1-R eoin hes the vorders reeded. Phe reverses have the usual 
how and arrow; below it .SID.3 and the whole-surrounded by a closed wreath. 


Silver coipé. 


Cast silver pieces of two, one, andhalf reales denomination, with the 
rampant lion in the center of the’field and the ANURICA MORELOS inscription 
around the margin of 1813 and 3814 were sold by Low, February 20, 18996 

The other side of all of then has an arrow in a drawn bow, and the word 
SUD. below it. Both side&S have reeded borderse 


rf Copper coings 


Half real coins OF the America Morelos type have been seen in coppere 
All bear the 1613 date and are similar to the silver pieces of like 


denonination’ except that the bow and arrow &ppears enclosed within a 
oe ee 


June 17, 1937 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau 
805 Chapman Bldg. 
756 Broadway, 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeaus 


~ 


I am answering more in detail your several letters. 


The Schulman catalogue that had the Morelos coin is in a bound 
volume. I am having it looked up to see if we have an unbound copy 
among our du@licates and if so, will send it on to you so that you can 
study the illustration. - 


I am glad you set me right on the two early dated coins of which 
I sent photographs on. I was rather dunb tin not catching that they 
did not have Indiarum on them. I had an instinctive feeling they could 
not be Mexican. 


Although the commiitee has apparently come to no decision as yet 
om thesnuaber of thitigs to be granted you, and one or two other things, 
I am nevertheless having one or two printers figure on the job so that 
when they do make a decision, I can start in printing immediately, 
unless something else unforeseen comes up. 


I do mot know as yet the decision of the Council as to the 
Spanish edition but you should get a letter shortly from either Mr. Newell 
or Mr. Noe, if you have not already gotten a letter. 


I have put in all of the notes and additions you have sent on. 
I have re-written the America ~ Morelos and will make it a separate item 
and have cut out the two or three references I made about these coins 
in other places. As for the gold eagles of the Pre-Colonial period, I 
don't see how I can get in an illustration of these, as my illustrations 
are now fixed and the scraper pieces will be on the frontis-piece and 
all the rest of the plates - 22 of them, will be at the end. 


I think an index would be most useful and would be glad to have 
you do it as you read the final page proof. I was planning to make an 


index of the plates showing the pages on which each coin was described. 
Both of these would be most helpful. This latter I will do. 


I appreciate your last remarks about desiring to be a co-worker 
here. We had a number of applications - one or two from the Coast, but 
we did not feel that we even wanted to interview anyone so far off as 
many find they do not like to iive in New York after they get here. 


I am very much pleased with my new assistant. The chief thing I 
am up against doday is not the amount of work but the jtimping around 
from one thing to another. I never know what the next hour will bring 
forth. We have just had given us a most remarkable collection of about 
$500 medieval Italian coins. It is said the owner spen* about 
$75,000. on these. This collection alone is going to keep us busy for 
some time to come. 


In looking over the Morelos part on sheet 108 x 109 under gold 
coinage, you say the only reference to gold coinage was what Lizardi, the 
newspaper man, said. Now wha about the gold coins found in the cave 
near Tixtla, the 2nd paragraph on page 106? If these 29 coins were 
made by Morelos, why not quote your source and mention the gold coins on 
page 108 as another contemporary mention of gold coins. It would help 
bolster up the fact Morelos did make some gold pieces. We do mention 
this fact on page 110 but it has not the potency tn that page it would 
have on the page before. Think this over. i 


I have said to the comnittee about all I can about the copies for 
you. I am much afraid that you will not get the 50 copies. I do not see 
the Chairman often but will tackle her again shortly. 

I have made a nots that you would like to have 5 cloth bound 
copies;as we probably will have one or two bound for ourselves, I am 
including it in the order, 


I forgst whether I wrote you that I have followed your instructions 
about the new interpretation of the incription on page 122. I think you 


have now hit upon the right reading of this. I have also added what you 
Said on page 19, | | 


As we intend to copyright the book, I would like to find out 
now whether or not you are an American citizen as this has to go in on 
the copyright forms. 


Very truiy yours, 


Cur 
HW ke ator 


6/17/57 


Memorandum 
To Mr. Noe 
From Mr. Wood 


When you have bound copies of Numismatic Studies I 
made up, will you please arrange to include 5 
copies, bound in cloth, for Dr. Pradeau? 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


June 17, 1937. 


My dear Mr. Wood: 


As promised in my letter of the 14th I have carried considerable 
research on the coin mentioned in your second paragraph. There are two 
towns in the State of Hidalgo; 1 in the State of Guerrero, and 4 in the 
State of Oaxaca carrying the name of HUAUTLA and as this aame closely 
resembles the one given in your letter (Huautia) I thought I would 
communicate with youe By a process of elimination, I have selected the 
town of Huautla in the municipality of Tlaquiltenango, county of Jujutla, 
State of Morelia, as the most plausible one, as it is a mining center 
producing large quantities of silver and galena (sulphide of lead) and 
only 36 miles from Cuautla, where Morelos and his forces were bottled up 
for several months. All the other towns are agricultural centers, and 
excepting the one in the State of Hidalgo which had 10,000 inhabitants, 
were of small population. If the coin is real, it is possible, that although 
it differs from the regular Morelos coinage, and that Morelos was never 
there, that it was made by some one of his chieftains on whom Morelos had 
delegated powers to coin money. To my knowledge this is the only instance 
in the whole of the war of independence period in which the inscription 
Fabrica en (fabricated or mamfactured in)A “AS in other occasions, I am of 
the opinion of mentioning the specimen and offering our deductions to prevent 
unjust criticism. We might state in whose collection it is now found, and 
perhaps, some one with more knowledge of that particular coin will come 
forth and tell us something about it. None of the history books consulted 
throws any light on this particular subject. 


The fact that the monogram differs somewhat of the accepted Morelos 
cOinage is or should be of considerable weight in our deductions. The type 
or style of the best of the coin as well as the appearance of the coin, 
whether cast or struck and if the weight is available, may be of help 
in determining whether or not this coin is a fraud. 


Very truly yours, 


* 
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Bele HILDRETH a €O. ING, 


SPECIFICATIONS ON"COINAGE OF MEXICO" 


NO.Pages: 136+ 

Eaition: 3500 plus an additional 50 

sizes: hag ene A 

Type Page; 53x49 SO AYA 

ype Original Old Style 

T Text: In 12/14; Extracts: 10/12; Index in 8/10 


two column. 


Paper: We would suggest Linweave Text Laid, 35x45-~133R 
which comes in the correct size. 


pinding : Sewed book, with 3 8's of illustrations at the 
end and one tipped frontis (quotation will vary 
if the illustrations come in another form). 

Illustrations: To be supplied by you. 

Cover: Printed in one color ink on front and spine. 


Proofs: Read five times. 


Author's Alterations: At $1.50 per hour. 


*Ve estimate that the book will make approximately 136 pages 
including the 40 missing manuscript pages, and including also 
an eight page, two column index. 
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QUOTATION 
June 1, 1937 


Mr. Sydney Noe 
American Numismatic Society 
New York City 


COIN PLATES 


Number of plates -- 25 

Page size -- max. 83 x 113 

Work size -- " 7 x9 

Paper -- 80 lb. Natural Scientific 
Ink -- Black 


Copy -- Mounted photos of coins with numbers 
under each. 
Type -- Plate number and 1 - 2 line legend per page. 


Arrangement of plate -- 
&. As 23 single tips one side 


B. AS 1 Single tip frontispiece and 22 plates 
printed as Pages 2 and 5 of a four-page 
folder. | 

Cc. As one single tip frontispiece one side 
and one single tip backed up and five 
four-page folders 

Either arrangement will cost the same price. 
Edition -- 200 


Price -- $11.60 per plate Total $266.80 


(A, 


PBA : MC 


Bie 
=" 
TRADE MARK 


Contract terms on reverse side 


Contract Terms 


PRICES: Terms 2% 10, net 30 days. All prices F.O.B. Meriden, unless: otherwise 
agreed. These prices are subject to change without notice and are-for immediate accept- 


ance unless otherwise stated. 


OVER-RUN: In accordance with trade custom, it is agreed that an over-run or shortage, 


not to exceed 104, to be billed pro rata, shall constitute a true delivery. 


SPECIFICATIONS: _ It is understood that specifications herewith are satisfactory to you, 


unless designated to the contrary upon acceptance of this proposal. 


ART WORK AND LAYOUT TIME: When requested, to be furnished extra at 


customet’s expense on an hourly basis at a rate of $3.00 per hour. 


CHANGES: Should alterations or changes be made at your request or because of 
conditions unknown at this time, the price shall be changed to correspond to the change 


in cost to us. 


CANCELLATIONS: Orders entered upon our books cannot be countermanded, except 


with our consent and on terms that will indemnify us against all loss. 
ERRORS: Stenographic or clerical errors are subject to correction. 


DELIVERY: It is agreed that we are not liable for delays occasioned by strikes, fires or 
other causes beyond our reasonable control, nor for any direct or indirect damages arising 


from such delays. 


MERCHANDISE, TYPE OR ORIGINALS: We are fiot to be held liable for the loss 
or mutilation of original, originals, type, plates or merchandise beyond the sum of $25.00 


total, unless statement in writing is received, giving coverage required. 


June 22, i937 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg., 
756 5. Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif, 


Year Dr, Pradeau: 


I hawe lookédd .an unbound copy of Schulman's catalogue 
showing the cut of thé piece on Plate 1. From this you: can 
probably work better than from the description I gave you. 


The monogram which I drew I copied without thought 
from the printed description but the monogram is the actual 
Morelos counterstamp. As far as I can see, it looks perfectly 
genuine and what is more, has every appeurance of being struck 
and not cast. In fact, one side distinctly shows double striking. 
When through with the catdogue please return. 


Your letter of June 17th at hand and I can see where 
you have put in a. liot of time on this piece. I think it is 
worth it as it @téikes me the piece is really important. How this 


got overlooked is beyond me. Certaihiy it created no stir at 
the time and who has it today I cannot imagine. . 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


June 23, 1937. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curators 
American Numismatic Society, 
New York City. 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


Permit me to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of the 17th and to refer to three points, which to my way 
of thinking have not been made clear. 


FIRST - The Publication Committee has not rendered 
a decision as to the number of copies to be 
granted to me. 


SECOND- No decision has been reached as to granting 
to me the Spanish rights of the 1934 and this 
monograph. 


THIRD - The question of authorship discussed with 
Mrs. Brett, the Chairman of the Publications 
Committees, has remained unanswered. 


Don't you think that these matters should be 
ironed out before obtaining the desired copyright? It seems 
to me that my requests are not at all exorbitant, particularly 
in view of the amount of labor and expense incurred and borne 
by me entirely. 


Therefore, while perfectly willing to donate to the 
Society this work, I must insist that immediate consideration 
be given to my requests, and unless the Society agrees to them 


I shall be obliged to withdraw my permission to have the mono- 
graph published. 


I dislike intensely to have differences in my deal- 
ings with others and I trust that you personally and the Society 
collectivelly, will not consider me unreasonable or militant. 


Respectfully yours, 


VANDIKE 8483 


June 25, 1987 


Dr, A. F, Pradeau, 
805 Uhapman Bldg. 
756 5S. Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeaus 


Your letter of the 2érd at hand and armed with this letter, I got 
both Mr, Newell and Mrs. Brett from the cowntry but fould not get them on 
the same day, At the same time you get this you will get a letter from 
Mrs. Brett as Chairman of the Committee. 


The hitch has been that one member of the Committee has absolutely 
held out that my name should be in conjunction with yourse The rest thought 
so also but as I said, one was adamant. I came into the matter at the last 
moment and suggested a compromise that I trust will be agreeable to you. As 
far as I can see, it was the only way out of the matter. 


As for the number of copies, I will try to get what you want, and I 
know I can get up to 35 anyway, but leave that to me. 


I do not know whether Mr. Newell has written you of the action of the 
Council. They left that for his decision, and I understand that that 
wkll be granted. Right now he is a rather hard person to get hold of and 
to pin down ag he is here and there. Up to now I have refrained from mixing 
into the deliberations of the Committee. 

As it is about closing time I will stop here. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 


i eee Pradeau 
805 Chapman Building 
756 South Broadway 
Los Angeles, Cal. 


June 28, 1937 


Mrs. Agnes B. Brett, Chairman, 
Publications Committee 
Américan:Nimismatze Society 
New York City. 


My dear Mrs. Brett: 


Your renewed offer as expressed in your letter of the 25th has b 
received careful consideration and again I must decline to accept. It 
is regrettable that at the end of the trail, we, your Society and I, should 
have come to disagreement, but under the circumstances I shall insist that 
Mr. Wood be given full credit in the preface; that my name alone appear 
on the title page; that 50 copies be granted to me; and that I retain the 
Spanish rights for this and the 1934 monographs. To these points I mst add 
that the work be published within three months. 


The question of the 50 copies needs some elucidation. Early in my 
researches it became necessary to enlist the help of friends and classmates 
now prominent in Mexican political life, of whom not one is interested in 
numismatics. Not being able to remunerate them in dollars and cents I offered 
them a copy of the work when published, and as they are not interested in our 
hobby. their having a copy will not detract from the possible sale of the 
book. 


As a point of information allow me to state that not placing any 
definite value to my labors I have spe t over $3500.00 in the compilation 
and preparation of the monograph under discussion. Included in this expendi- 
ture is the material for the period i821 to date, which I still hold and is 
now ready to be edited. This last contribution I am perfectly willing to 
donate to your Society subject to the same stimpulations as mentioned for 
volume one, except the time of publication which I expect to bd set Py you 
and agreed upon by us. 


_ Shouid the above conditions fail to meet with your approval, I 
woid appreciate the courtesy of a prompt reply. 


Please accept my most sincere thanks for the kindness and 
cooperation with which my efforts have been received by your Society. 


Cordially yours, 


SIGNED A. F. PRADEAU 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


June 28, 1937. 


My dear Mr. Wood: 


Your very nice letter of the 25th. reached me this 
morning and I am truly sorry that I cannot accept the proposed 
compromise. lly reasons were clearly expressed in my letter to 
Mrs. Brett of May 8th, and still more so in the letter mailed 
tom~day, a copy of which I am enclosing. 


Please understand that I am not trying to belittle 
your valuable help, mt in my donating the result of my extensive 
labors and costly material I thought that we were mutually 
benefiting each other. 


The last part of the third paragraph of my letter 
to Mrs. Brett refers to the material comprising the period from 
1821 to date. Please do not interpret my meaning as being 
threatening. It is not intended to be so. Only that I wished 
it understood that we were not going to have any dispute over 
the balance of the work, which by the way is quite voluminous 
and you may want to divide into two volumes. 


Whatever happens please understand that my respect 
and admiration for you will not be lessened, 


June 29, 1987 
Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg., 
756 Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 


In the Glendining Sale of June 16th, which we have been discussing, 
I put in a bid on No. 574, which was the gold Osxaca piece. This item 
Came back as withdrawn, coin false. Presumably number 375 was also 
withdrawn, but they only mentioned the piece I bid on. By the same 
token 375, 376 may alao heve been withdrarn. 


We now have a problem on our hands. Whether the English call 
thé coim false because the pieces were cast and they knew nothing about 
them, or whether they had other information as to their falsity. I do 
not know. 


I bid on the piece as the counterstamps looked perfectly genuine. 
They appear to have been stamped in and not cast as were the coins. 
However, I have been a little mystified about this as they were so 
likely pressed in. The IPT die certainly seems rather shallow. The Morelos 
stamp is really much more likely stamped in than usual, tiough I could 
see nothing out of the way with it, 


The fact remains that these pieces have gone on record as being 
false. Wouid it not be just as well to take out any mention we have made 
about these four pieces? If we left them in, anybody, realising that these 
were withdrawn, might say that all the gold pieces we mention are false 


also. Of course you and I both know that all of the gold pleces we mention 
might possiblé be fakes, 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 
HW ks 


Westport Point, Mass. 
July 1, 1937 


Dr zr) Ae rs Pradeau, 
756 S. Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Oalif. 


Dear Dr, Pradeaus 


Your air-mail letter reaches me just as I am leaving tow for 
the summer. I am sorry that the Committee on Publications will not meet 
again until the Pall, and as nothing further can be done about the 
matter of publication under the conditions you have laid down, you have 
the privilege of withdrawing your manuscript if you so desire. 


This is a regrettable situation and if you should change your mind 
about the points at issue, we will go on with the publication now, provided 
you let us know soon so that Mr. Wood may finish the editing and hand the 
manuscript to the printer in a week or so. Moreover, if you do not decide 
untii the Fall, there wili be the risk that the funde set aside for your 
publication may be expended in some other manuscript awaiting publication. 


Cordially yours, 


(Mrs, Agnes Baldwin Brett) 
Chairman, Publication Committee ’ 


ABB ks 


Westport Point, Mass. 
July 1, 1957 


Dr. Ao F. Pradeau, 
605 Chapman Bidg., 
756 S. Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr, Pradeaus 


Your air-mail letter reaches me just as I am leaving for the 
summer, I am sorry that the Committees on Publications cannot meet again 
until the Fall es they are ali away. As nothing further can be done about 
the matter of publication under the conditions you have laid down, you 
are now free to withdraw the right of publication by this Society. This 
ia to be regretted as your monograph should certainly be published in Engiiah. 
If, however, you wish to have the Committee consider this matter in the fall, 
you have the privilege of doing so. This contingency, however, may arise: 
the funds now available for printing this manuscript may be allocated to 
something else. If you should decide to abide by the terms of cur letter of 
Juns 25th and can let Mr. “ood imow without undue delay, your article can be 
put in the hands of the printer at once. 


Vary sincerely, 


(Mrs. Agnes Baldwin Brett) 
CHAIRMAN, Publication Committee 


ABB ks 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


July 3, 1937. 


Mire Howland Wood, Curator, 
American Numismatic Society, 
New York Vity. 


My dear Mr. Wood:=- 


It grieves me to have to notify you that following 
the instructions received from Mrs. Brett, dated July lst. I with- ‘ 
draw my permission to have your Society publish the monograph on 
The Numismatic History of Mexico. 


Next Tuesday I shall interview a book printer and 
if I am able to arrange satisfactory terms with him, 1 shall proceed 
with the printing of the book myself, and you may rest assured that 
I shall give you all the credit possible for your continued 
cooperation and timely suggestions. 


Before i close, may I ask you if you care to let me 
know the estimate given by the engraver that was going to make the 
half tone cuts for you? And if you have the plates ready for the 
engraver would you like to have me use them? If the price is not 
prohibitive I would like to have the firm that does the work for you 
continue the work as prepared by you, and thus carry out your original 
ideas. Une thing I would like to suggest and that is, the plate depicting 
the hoe money, could be left out as it has been published frequently 
and every one knows about them, and have it supplanted by an engraving 
of the gold eagles of Moctezuma, of which we speak but few people has 
seen. I am enclosing an air mail stamp for your reply. 


A day or two ago 1 sent you the Schulman catalogue which 
you so kindly sent to me. ‘The inscription on one side seems to read: 
MONEDA PROVICONAL.P.S. Fo. VII — On the other side the i in FABRICA is 
dotted while in the word HUAUTIA it is not, which makes me suppose it 
was intended as an L, thus, my assumption that this word should be HUAUTLA 
would be correct. The letters P.S. before Fo.VII would indicate prims 
supremus which could be translated "Most Supreme Ferdinand" - 


The last two or three letters from you have brought out 
quite a number of points which have remained unanswered. Would you like 
to have me take each one up with you, just as if you were going to 
publish the manuscript? I would be glad to do so. In fact, I feel so 
grateful to you that I would gladly send you any corredtions or insertions 
that I may make to my copy of the ms. and you may add it to your copy. 


May I hope that our friendship be not marred by recent 
happenings? 
Cordially your 


E. L. HILDRETH 
PRESIDENT AND TREASURER 


E:-L:- HILDRETH & COMPANY 


INCORPORATED 


‘Ovinters 


BRATTLEBORO - VERMONT 


NEW YORK OFFICE: 
285 MADISON AVENUE : TELEPHONE LEXINGTON 2-2450 


July 6, 1937. 


Mr. Howland Wood, 

The American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at 156th Street, 

New York City. 


Dear Mr. Wood: 


We are very glad to quote you a price of $789.00 
for 300 copies of your proposed manuscript COINAGE OF MEXICO, 
and of $30.00 for an additional fifty copies printed at the 
same time. 


Ve are enclosing sample sheets to show you the 
type that we would suggest using, and the general format. 


Specifications for the manuscript are attached 
herewith, and we have based our quotation on them. We have 
included the cost of the Dacian Laid, 70 lb. in this quotation, 
but we would like to call your attention to the fact that the 
size paper which we need is not made in Dacian, and cannot be 
made in the amount needed. The quotation, therefore, will 
vary if we use Dacian. ‘“e would like to suggest, however, a 
paper called Linweave Text Laid, which is very similar to Dacian 
and which does come in the right size. 


7 Would it be possible to have the manuscript retyped? 
Ne cannot set from the copy as it is, and our quotation is based 
on @ cleaner manuscript. We can arrange to have this done for 
you at a cost of 15¢ a page, should you care to have us. 
Sincerely yours, 
a , 7D 
ss \erree | eee LA eeegiee 


Priscilla Crane 
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July 7, 1937 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg., 
756 Broadway, 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 


On my return from a four days' trip I find your letter on my 
desk, together with a copy of Mrs. Brett's last letter to you and 
other inter-office notes. Although I had an inkling of what was 
happening before I left, I am only now just conversant with everything. 
As far as I can fathom, the committee had no alternative to make any 
changes whatsoever after what they said in their letter of the 25th, so 
the situation had to be as it now is. You will note, however, that 
you can bring the matter up in the fall unless in the meantime you 
wish to abide by their decision. 


The other two questions, which probably now do not matter and 
one of which was not teken us by Mrs. Brett is in this instance you can 
have 50 copies. Also, Mr. Newell, if he has not, should have written 
you that you could have both articles printed in Spanish, He is away 
in the country and I may not see him for weeks, ut I have left word that 
if he has not written, Blease to do so. I am most regretful that things 
have come 0 the pass that they have. 


Our engraver figured on making gelatine plates, not half tones, 
which on a small edition are cheaper than helf tones and on any size 
edition are far better than half tones. We always heve used these in 
our monographs. There is no screen to bother you and they can be 
printed on better and more enduring paper. The price given was at 
the rate of $11.60 per plate, or $266. for25 plates on an edition of 
200 copies. We could have them printed on both sides of the paper or 
on one side only. The printer's figures for an edition of 300 copies 
would be in the neighborhood of $725 ff the manuscript was re-written. 


I am enclosing a set-up of a sample page. This page, however, 
is 33 picas wide. It shouid be but 30 picas wide. As shown here, to 
set the three more picas would cost at the rate of 43¢ per page more. 
Therefore if you have it printed in any large size, do not have it 
exceed 30 picas. 


— 
Dr. A. F. Pradeau 
July 7, 1957 


The type herewith shown is 12 on 14 with the tables 10 on 12 pt.; notes 
and index, 8 on 10 pt. 


You will mote that I have the figures on 500 for the printing 
and for 200 for the cuts as we had not yet determined the edition. 


I have the plates ali ready for the engraver. The actual 
size these plates would be is 6 x 8, not counting the running headings 
and the captions underneath. 


As far as I am conserned, I would be glad to have you use the 
plates as I have made them up but I suppose I shou.d have to get 
Permission first. If everything goes right, would you want me to. 
send the plates on to you or have the work attended to East? However, 
I really think you ahould see the pdates and know just what is on them. 


The printer that we had quote is not the cheapest printer that 
we use end I was having another printer figure on this but on receipt 
of the news from Mrs. Breit, have called him off. 

Very truly yours, 


Curator 


hw ks 
encl. 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


July 12, 1937. 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


Many thanks for your willingness to ask for permission 
for the use of the plates that you have prepared and which I would like 
to use for several reasons but chiefly because you have prepared them 
and I would like to follow your general scheme. this is my second venture 
on having anything printed but the first was so small compared with this 
work that the experience gained is practically nil. On the other hand 
you have had more experience and from the amount of transposition and 
detail done by you in the monograph, I can see that if I do not wish 
to make a failure of it, I better follow your footsteps. So,please, 
sOlicit permission for me to use them, and as suggested by you, kindly 
send them to me by regular postage, as I am afraid of an aerial accident. 
If you allow me, I will be glad to pay for the postage on this and any 
future correspondence we may have, as I feel that I have imposed enough, 
and in this manner I shall feel free to request that you reply my queries 
by Air Mail, thus saving a few days. And if you do obtain permission 
would you mind if I have some one Here give me an estimate on the work? 


Should I proceed with the printing, may I present to you 
and to Mir. Noe with a copy each? No doubt the Society would like to have 
one or two copies which I will gladly send also. 


The printer was here a few minutes ago and from the estimates 
ore he made, after studying the work for a week, it may be possible to 
better the New York price by about 40 % - This man,however, was figuring 
the size of the page as 6 x 9. He is now going to give me an estimate on 
the size selected by you. He has promised that by to-morrow. Your figures 
were quite helpful and I did'nt appear so much of a green horn. Tomorrow 
afternoon I am going to interview another printer and before I make a 
decision I will have to wait until I hear from you about the plates. 

In the mean time I am working on the index. He has informed me that it 
will take all of two months to get this work out. 


My very best wishes to you, 


7 ge 


July 15, 1957 
Dr. A. F. Pradeau 
805 Chapman Blidg. 
756 Broadway 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 


Your letter of July 12th b&dhand. I have delayed a couple of days 
in answering it as I had to talk the matter over with Mr. Newell, our 
President. At first, Mr. Newell was opposed to sending the photographs as 
we had been to considerable expense. After thinking it over, however, he 
agreed to put the matter into my hands and finelly said, sahd them on, 
except that we should bill you for the work done. This, however, is left 
also in my hands. Without going into every instance we have photographed, 

I find that $32. at least hus been charged up to the manuscript for 
photography and if you care to reimburse us for this, it would be accepted. 
There are over 434 illustrations on the plates, that is, obverse and reverse 
count as 2. Of these we have photographed or re-photographed 311 of these 
besides many photographs we did not use. As these photographs are mounted on 
heavy board, I may send them by express, whichever way is the cheaper. 


Each coin has a printed number under it and they should have a running 
head at the top as well as the plate number, and the title at the bottom of — 
each plate, explaining what is on it. These titles I have written on. These 
plates measure 6 x 8 to go on paper 8 x 11; therefore if you are to use 
these plates your book shouid be at least 8 x ll. 


Here is one thing to remember, that the plates wouid lose most of 
their value if they are poorly made and poorly printed. Most printers do not 
know how to print half tones decently so that they look grey, flat and 
indistinct. Take Gaza's work on the Revolutionary coinage. The plates are 
pretty nearly valueless. These were so poor in the first edition that he made 
a second edition, which was not much better. You are familiar with our kind 
of plates. We do not use the half tone, but the gelatine process. 


Now for the printing. The printer figured on about 1356 pages, the 
Size and approximate style of type that I sent you. I have found out from 
another printer that if set in monotype it couid be 33 picas wide. If set in 
linotype it shouid not exceed 40 picas. 


‘a ee 
Dr. A. F. Pradeau 
July 15, 1937 


The paper to be used is worthy of consideration. Poor paper will 
help make a poor job as quickly as anything. We were figuring on 
Linweave Text Laid, as this comes in the proper size for a 8 x ll page. 


A good thing to remember is that the lowest printer is seldom the 
best; that if you are going to get out the book, you shouid have it have 
as good appearance as possible. Another thing to remember is, that a&i&though 
they may quote you a price, you can figure on anothe 25% or more additional 
for changes, author's corrections, additions, etc. 


Another thing you should do is te put in the text the plate and number 
of every coin illustrated. Also, it would be well to have a table of the 
cuts, referring where each can be found in the text. I have done this with 
our copy and the whole thing has been read over twice for English, and a 
great many changes have been made. I have also made a great many slight 
changes that I may not have wiktten to you about. I have also added a number 
of new dates that I have found from time to time. 


f you really wish to get out the best work possible, I should send 
you the manuscript. If you wish me to do so, let me know. 


Another thing has just occurred to me. Have you any facilities 
for marketing the book? A number could be sold in Burope if rightly 
advertised ~ in fact, I think more could be sold in furope than in this 
country. I don't know the size of the edition you are contemplating. 
it is guesswork any way. You do not want to be left with too many on your 
hands and again you do not want too few. 


Vary truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR, A..F; PRABDEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


July 17, 1937. 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


Your letter of the 15th has just been received 
and I make haste to answer it, because the numerous points that you bring 
up must be solved satisfactorily before I contract for the publication of 
the monograph. I am enclosing personal check for $ 32.00, to reimburse 
the Society for the photographic charges on the manuscript. This absolutely 
fair and I wish you to know that I appreciate your efforts in my behalf, 


To show you how I feel about the whole matter 
I am enclosing a carbon of the preface as I have prepared it. Please feel 
free to express your opinion as openly as you wish, and whatever you say 
will be taken not only confidentially but cheerfully. 


Your offer to send back the copy of the ms. that 
you now have is indeed timely. I did not want to imply that I did not have 
confidence in you, and at first, I did not realize that I only have one copy, 
and the printer will take it. You are most kind, and if you send me the 
duplicate manuscript I will appreciate it very much, with this understanding, 
that if I am unable to have it printed, you shall get it back. Please do 
not forget the tables of coinage, which if you remember are photostatic prints. 


I have made notes of all the good points conveyed 
in your last two letters, and before I proceed I shall have the printer make 
me one plate and a couple pages of the ms. to see if they meet with the 
Standard of your publications. If I have time, that is, if the printer allows 
me sufficient time, I will be glad to send them on to you for your inspection 
and comments. Et may be possible to have two copies run of these samples, and 


in that case there will not be a question of time. I hope I am not being 
too bothersome. 


About the facilities of marketing the book. I have 
none. If you feel inclined to do so, please offer as many suggestions as you 
wish. I am figuring on having 500 copies made, 200 of which will be cloth 
bound, which I have tentatively priced at $ 6.00 each; and 300 paper bound 
at $ 5.00 each. The printer has given me the following quotations: 

144 pages of type; 25 plates; white egg-shell for the type(No.60)3;»70 white 
coated for plates; 65°sub. hammermill brush for paper covers; black inks 
all books sewed; type 33 picas of 12 pt. solids; tables in 10 pt; notes in 


8 pt. $ 840.00 additional 16 pages of 60 white egg shell stock set at 12 pt. 
type § 54.00 - What do you think? 


Many thanks and best regards, 
ae 


é 
e . 
, ‘ Et eee 


July 20, 1957 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bldg. 
756 g. Broadway , 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeau: 


Your letter of July 17th at hand and many thanks on behalf of the 
Society for the check. The preface is all right. I have read it through a 
couple of times and have wade one , pdiiee Mere “hers you state ‘whose 
lot it was to review the manuscript', I have added, in case you use the 
plates, ‘and prepared the plates'. Om consideration I think I would omit 
the last sentence. As you are repeating somewhat, this consequently makes 
it a weak ending. However, do as you wish. 

a 


I am sending back the copy by express either today or tomorrow. There 
were one or tvo things I wanted to iovk over and straighten out if I could. 
You will note in this that I have put in the text all reference to the plates; 
also have added & number of dates and the whole thing, except the last ten 
pages, has been gone over for English, the first half by an English 
Professor at Hunter College and the second half by « young lady pretty good 
at this work. This we do with every article submitted to us. therefore 
you had better go through out copy pretty carefully and see what you want to 
use. Many pages should be typewritten, or the printer will probebly kick. 


I think I have returned everything of your original manuscript that 
will be of value to you. I think from the specifications you have written 
that your printer should produce good results. I would be very glad to see any 
of the samples you want to submit. I will be away from the 22nd to the 
28th but then you probably would not be sending me anything during that time, 
Also, if you have the cuts made out your way, I wouid like to see proofs 
of these as I might be able to give you good advice. Heliotype cuts that 
we proposed to have made wo id be made by the Meriden Gravure Co., Meriden, 
Conn. If you want them made this way you would have to take up the 
Matter directly with them. 


Now for marketing the book. My first suggestion is do not give 
too many away, wspecially to those that would be inclined to buy the book. 
Bf course you would have to give copies to those that have helped you and 
I couid see where you would have to give copies to many officials in Mexico. 


— 
Dr. A. F. Pradeau - 
July 20, 1937 


If I were you, I would write Wayte Raymond and see if he could 


et 


or would handle the book for this country and writs spink if they 
would handle if for foreign countries. You presumably could make 
your arrangements for selling it in Mexico. With these you would 


have 


to give a fairly liberal discount. You might sound them out as to 
how much they would went. I do not believe just an ad in the Numismatist | 


would bring you in many returnse 


\ 


I think you will have difficulty in getting rid of 500 copies, and 
I fesl you have rather a large proportion of cloth copies. However, I am 
not prepaved to pass on this. I do not think the difference between cloth 
and paper is enough. You state $6.00 and $5.00 each. I think you should 


charge £7.00 or ¥7.50 and $5.00. 


If you care to have the Society's library have two copies and one for 


myself, it would be very mics. Mr. Noe hasnnttinterested in Mext 
and has had nothing to do with it. 


Tf I think of anything clase, I will drop you a linge 


— 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 
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aan things 


In the compilation of this work all available material 
was used and when ever possible the source has been acknowledged. 
Special expression of thanks is due to Mrs. Adelaide Gillis Me 
Cormick, for permitting access to her wonderful collection and for 
Valuable suggestions offered; to Mr, Frank I. Liveright, for con= 
senting to have some of his beautiful and extremely rare pieces 
photographed and used to illustrate the text; to wr. Julius Guttag, 
for the courtesy of allowing material from his work "Latin American 
Coins} to be included in this monograph; to the British Museum; 
to Messrs. Wayte Raymond, H, L. Hill, Ragnar L. Cederlund, Maurice 
Schulman, and others, for information and assistance rendered. 

I am also grateful to the President and other officials 
of the American Numismatic Society, for the countless courtesies 
extended while this work was being prepared; and most deeply I am 
indebted to the Curator, lir. Howland Wood, whose lot it was to 
review the ener are thus placing at my disposal and the public's 
his wide knowledge of numismatics in general and in particular that 
of the coinage of Mexico, Without the-valuabdle cooperation of ir. Wood 
and-his—vast—stores—of-infortation, thts work would have-dbeon._. 
| _most—deftetents 


A. F. Pradeau, 


PREFACE 


In the compilation of this work all available information has 
been used and the source, acknowledged. I wish to record my special 
thanks to Mrs, Adelaide Gillis McCormick for access to her wonderful 
coblection of Mexican coins, and for valuable suggestions 
 offefed; to Mr. Frank I. Liveright for kindly permitting me to 
photobtaph some of his beautiful and extremely ware wadees to 
illustrate the texts and to Mr, Julius Guttas for his courtesy in 
allowing material from his work on "Latin American Coins" . as 
well as from his collection, to be ineluded in this monograph. 

I am also indebted to The British Museum, Mr. Wayte Raymond, Mr, 


ache Whobnth 


H. L. Hill, Mr, Ragnar L. Cederlund, Mr. Maurice Schulman 
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the.meaie by for undertaking the publication of this works and most 


for information and assistance rendered. 


I am also grateful to the 


of all to the Curator, Howland Koo, who became my collaborator 
and thus placed at my disposal and the public's his wide knowledge 
of the coinage of Mexico. 
A.P oP. 
Seer. fun wordle Verde of CAAA” 4 AnH her 
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VANDIKE 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


August 17, 1937. 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


The long silence was occasioned by not having definite news 
for you, but you may rest assured I have not forgotten you. 


In dealing with the Zacatecas provisional coins we say: 


"This type of coinage was struck between Sept. 3, 1811 and arch 26, 
1813. They bear no assayer’s initials and, as a rule, specimens found 
are much worn. They often carry counterstamps of other localities* 


* The American Numismatic Society has an 
8 reales piece.of \&iw of this type, but 
with the bust of rerdinand draped in toga 
instead of cuirass." 


Could you tell me the year this coined was minted? 


Following your suggestion I wrote to Mr. Raymond of your city 
and he is willing to handle the whole issue on commission basis, which hs 
lowered to 53-1/3 % - To-day, I heard from Spink & Sons and they believe 
they could dispose of not more than 50 copies, on consignment, charging 
50 % for selling it. If the selling price is # 5.00, it costs 2.50 to 
produce it; 2.50 to sell it; about 50 cents for shipment, and I am left 
holding the bag, not only with the unsold copies but with the expenses 
incurred as well. This is poor, very poor business. 


‘ Not a single firm on the Pacific Coast is doing the gelatine 
| process and it has become necessary to write to Meridien for quotations. 
| They arrived to-day and they are 15.00 per plate in 500 lots; 20.65 per 
plate in lots of one thousand. These figures increase the cost of the 
| phates to twice the amount figured, as the half tones were quoted as 
| 8.20 per plate - 

It seems to me that the numismatic world is not very eager to 
acquire newer information and I have a good mind of chucking the whole 
thing. 


During the last few weeks I have done considerable study and 
I have come to the conclusion that the coins of the Congreso Americano | 
were minted at Angangueo, Zitdcuaro, by order of Don Ienacio Lopez Rayon. 
This is the mint reported as being heretofore unheard of. What is your 


reaction? 
Many thanks for ee eee al ae. 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau, August 20, 1937 

805 Chapman Bldg., 
756 S. Broadway’, 1 
Hes EngkjeS, Galif. 


Dear Doctor Pradeau 


The Zacatecas aor tai onal with the bust in toga, is dated 1812, I sae ory 
trouble locating the piece as I had it as an Hacienda counterstamp. Just “hee 


for an additional check-up I am sending it to you to examine as the piece ta i aa 
so poor that I would like verification. The outline of the bust certainly yc. 
indicates the toga type. In the proper place on the reverse you can make out 
the ROVISIO DE PROVISIONAL which would certaibly fix it. | . alee 


~ 


+ ng, 


ied. 6 
I was in to see Way te Raymond the other ee. and he ete he: at been 
in correspondence with you. If he handles your book, I think he would handle ~~ 
it for this country and Europe, as well as for the rest of the world, unless + ee 
you make a deal with him about Mexico. I very much doubt if you could seal oe 


500 copies. I think you would have the bulk left on your hands. We were 
figuring on between 2 and 300. We never figure on making any money and generally — 
figure on losing money, but as we have an endowment for printing it makes no oe: 
difference tous. _ "ae 
If you can get good halftones made, and get them well printed, go ahead ae 
and do so. Unfortunately I mounted the plates not bothering with the background 
So that the engraver will either have to silhouette each coin or spend some time Sis 
in putting new background on the photo mounts. 
I trust you will not chuck the whole thing, especially after the labor 
that has been put into it. It is really better to sell out the edition than 


to have two or three hundred left on your hands. Why not figure on say 250 
or 300 copies? , , 


I am glad you have made the find of the new mint. I really have no 
basis to say whether you are right or wrong. You are probably right. 


Is it correct that the 1935 50¢ piece is copper, silver plated? 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


- 
ig? 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


September 4, 1937. 


iy dear Mr. Wood: 


With your letter of Ausust 20th I received the 
8 Rs. Provisional of Zacatecas. I agree with you that 
it indicates the toga type of bust. Many thanks for 
sending it to me. I am now returning it. 


Nr, Raymond has been most kind in offering suggestions 
and I have not answered his last letter yet, as I have 
nothing new to communicate to him. However, from what I 
have learned it seems'very remote that I shall have the 
work printed in the very near future. I have finished 
re-writing it and I have made guite a few additions. 

For instance I have incorporated in this part of the work 


the Empire of Iturwvide, which means one more plate and 


five more pages. As soon as I finish with the index I 
am going to try a printer in Mexico City and by having the 


plates made in U.S.A. and the printing done there I may 


be able to save myself some money. 


The 1935 fifty cent pieces of Mexico are not silver 
plated copper pieces. I have cut three or four and they all 
are made of silver, except that it is about 420 fineness. 
Officially I have not been able to have this debasing 
confirmed, but I understand that happened when UNited States 
were raising the price of silver to 85 cents an ounce. 

I am after the information and as soon as I obtain it 
will let you know. 


Please excuse the delay in answering-but for the last 
two weeks I have not felt well. 


sometime ago I received a letter from Nr. Newell, 
which has remained unanswered because I have been dickering 
with the Mexican Government and more recently with the new 
Numismatic Association of Mexico and was in hopes of having 
some good news to convey to him. So far my efforts have proven 
futile. 


Have you seen the Ifexican medals commemorating the fourth 
centennary of the opening of the mint? They were released the 
lith of august. 300 in silver and 600 in bronze. The dates 
inscribed therein are 1536-1936. So, we won the argument. 

This part of the monograph was also changed as there was no 


reason for my remarks. 
Very truly D. 


Sept. 9, 1937. 


Dr. & F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Bidg., 
75 6 S. Broadway, 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeaut 


I am drg@imiygg up a check list of 20th Century coins, 
that is, starting with 1901 to date, 


I have made a tentative list of the Mexican pieces which a 
I am enclosing. Would you mind going through this and see if . 

I have left out any dates or types? The Revolutionary end I think © 
I know as much as anyone about so I am not sending this to you, 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW 
encl,. 


Los Angeles, Calif. 


Sept. 15, 1937 is 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau ; as 
805 Chapman Bldg. * e 
756 8. Broadway 


: me 

Dear Dr. Pradeaus ss er 
eae 
Your letter of the 4th was on my <esk when I reached here this morning. a 

I trust you will be able to print your book somehheres but if printed in Gr 
English in Mexico you may have to pay duty on it; therefore I think there would ee 
be less duty if they sent the printed matter to you untiound and you have it bound | 
in this country. If printed in Spanish, it would come in without duty in any (> @ 
shape * rhea 


I am glad to know about the 1935 silver pieces and your cut piece proves 
to me that it is not slated but simply low-grade silver. Possibly they plated 
the planchettes just the same so that it would heok better than it really is. 


This also acknowledges receipt of the Provisional Zacatecas piece which 
you returned. 


| I am sorry to learn that you have been under the weather the past two 
weeks.I looked pretty badly myself but felt all right. I happened to catch from 
Somewheres empetigo. | 


I have just gotten the bronze and silver copy of the Mexican medals and 
noted the date it bears, 1556, so you have won out. 


You pProbabiy have received by this time the letter I wrote last week 
asking help on some recent Mexican coins. 


I beg to remain, 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


CALIFORNIA COIN CLUB 
LOS ANGELES 


Organized: January 1928 


Meets First Tuesday 


Jesnisrs Every Month 


American Numismatic Association 


Office of the Secretary 


Sept. 20, 1937.6 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


Your letter of the 15th has just reached me. I am now 
getting a sample of the half tone plates made. The charge is a 
little under nine dollars each. 


The list attached to your letter of the 9th is being 
returned and you will note I have made quite a few additions on 
the silver, one on the nickel, and one or two on the bronze. 


I notice that you state that 50 centavos pieces of 
1935 were minted in 5 United States mints. Have you tried to 
obtain from them the fineness of the metal used? Or is it against 
the rules of the mint to divulge this information? Please let me 
know, as I have not been able to get results from Mexico. As you 
probably know they like to take their time in replying this or any 
Other question, frequently, failing to answer at all. 


I started to give you the total amount coined but upon 
second thought stopped doing it, but if you happen to need this 
information, remember that I am able to supply it up to and 
including 1934, 


It is my understanding that the ting one and two centavo 
pieces are distinctly revolutionary issue, even though they were 


minted in Mexico City by Zapata. 
e 
ee ee 


Sept. 30, 1987 
Dre Ae Fo Pradeau, : 


805 Chapman Bldg., 
756 Ss Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. | 


Dear Dr. Pradeaus 6, eee 


Your letter of the 20th at hand. I am glad that you are still 
going on with the Mexican article, 


Many thanks for the corrections and additions on the Mexican notes. 
This is just what I wanted. I will write Miss ('Reilly at the Mint to see 
if I can find out the alloy of the 50¢ pieces of 1955. 


I have always understood that thos two small 2 and 1 sentavo pieces 
were struck by Zapata in Mexico Gity. I did not incaude them in my Revolu- 
tionary coins as at that time I was not sure. Also, I sort of considered 
that being struck in Mexico City they were not quite in the same class with 


the pieces struck outside. Also, whéke he was in the capital he might be 
considered/de facto government. Offouarse I may be wrong in this conclusion. . 
the 


I am enclosing a letter that we cannot very well answer heree I 
was wondering if you could give the Puerto Rico people theninformation they 
desire, based on your knowledge of the exchange values of the same pieces 
in Mexico at that time. If so, you might write them direct, stating that 


we had turned the letter over to you. If you do not feel inclined, please 
return the letter to us. 


In the Revista Numismatica, the official organ of the Brazilian 
Numismatic Society, appears a long article by Fosalba on Los Cuartillos y 
Contramarcas de la Reconquista Dominicana. Unfortunately it is not illustrated. 
I hae not as yet read it through as it was handed to me oniy an Hour ago. 

Again thanking you for what you did on the Mexican notes, I remain 


Very sincerely, 


Curator 


Oct. 7, 1937 


Dr. Ks rs; Pradeau 
805 Chapman Bldz,. 
756 S. Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Galif. 
Dear Dr. Pradeaus 
I have just heard from the Treasury Dept. and 
the Mexican half collars made at the Mint in 1935 
were of fineness .420. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 
805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


October 8, 1937. 


My dear lr. Wood:~ 


The letter He the official historian of Porto Rico 
was answered yesterday. | thought you might like to know. 


If you get the information from the mint will you 
be so kind as to convey it to me? Many thanks. 


Would you like to lend me the Revista Numismatica 

in which the article by Fosalba appears? I would appreciate 
it very much, will take good care of it and return it to you 
as soon as possible. 

van About the 50 centavos coins of 1922. he mint records, 
which by the way are quite accurate for the last few years, 
do not show any mintage for that particular year. “his morning 
I looked through a couple hundred pieces and | did not find 
one for 1922. 1 still have two or three hundred more and as 
soon as convenient 1 shall look them over. would you believe it 
possible for ‘ir. Guttag or his cataloguer to be mistaken? 
If I should find a 1922 I Shall let you know at once. 


I did not mean to convey the thought that you were wrong 
in your conclusions about the tiny one and two centavo eopper 
pieces of Mexico, and as long as it is mentioned that Zapata 
was the one responsible for their emission 1 do not think it 
makes very much difference whether he was or was not the de 
facto government. 1 am sorry. 


You are right about the change of the pesos and as you 
say it applies to the smaller denominations only. 


Nothing new about the monograph yet. 1 am bidding my time. 


Yours very trul: 


ne Whe ow NED & W129 


Oct. 13, 1937 


‘Dr, A. P. Pradeau 
756 Broadway a, | <a 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeaus 
You have received by this time my Jatterstitating the 


 finness of the last idoxican Silver piece. I am sending you wi 
_ Fosalba'ts mance has st re 


I trust you have recoversd fron your Andisposition and ieee | 
feel as fit as a fiddle. 


Very teuly aan 


Curate "9 See 
HW kx 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 


805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES 


November 2, 1937. 


My dear Mr. Wood: 


It was indeed nice of you to check my list of coppers 
for the San Luis Potosi mint, and I am pleasantly surprised 
to find there is still another variety, that of 1862, similar 
to the State issue, but with the legend Republica Mexicana. 


Somewhat enthusiatically I have canvassed my friends in 
this city for a specimen and not being successful I am again 
calling on you. Would it be asking a lot if I tried to 
borrow this piece of your museum? My purpose is to have it 
photographed, but if you care to have it done there, would 
you, if willing, have four prints made for me. I promise 
to reimburse you with the cost. 


I have good news for you. The engraver, using zinc 
plates, 120 screen, has 24 plates, (your 23 and one more for 
the Iturbide coinage) and I expect them within 2 weeks. 

I am enclosing a sample, made from the poorest of the plates. 
What is your opinion? 


To-day I was to send the manuscript to the printer, 
but I was not able to have it ready, so I am posfponing it a 
day or two. The whole thing has been re-written and I have 
arranged it a little different. For instance the notes on the 
Silver, gold and copper coinage have been incorporated to 
the respective kings. I thought that it would be a little 
smoother reading that way. 


Let me beg your indulgence for not returning the 
Brazilian journal yet. The truth of the matter is that I am 
not through reading the whole magazine. I find it extremely 
interesting. 


If you know of a specimen of the copper piece, S.L.P. 1862, 
for sale, please buy it for me, and you will get your money by 


return mail. Many thanks for your repeated courtesies, 


VANDIKE 8483 
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Nov. 4, 1937 
Dr. A. F. Pradeau, } A age) 
805 Chapman Bldg. 
756 Broadway, 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeaus avg 


Your letter juet at hand and I am having photographs made | Be 
of that 1862 San Louis Potosi piece as we are photographing tomorrow. 


Hill was in yesterday and showed me again that photograph of the ue 
LCV piece with 7-3/4 on the back. [Examinesten this photograph closely 
and I think you will find an indistinct counterstamp just below the ye oo 
It looks to me like that slanting Stag counterstamp with Lénters under" Gia 
the flag. — z 

I consider the plate you sent on as a sample very good. Ordinarily be 
the lines in tie screen should be absolutely diagonal or x-shapede — O 
On this they seem to be nearly vertical end horizontal. This may be 
due to the fact that one of the small coins just below the center may have — 
When a half tone and they had to twist the screen as it is here. Carefully 
examine the other plates and see how the criss-cross lines in those are. 
because when the lines are in the direction of the lines in an X you do 
not notice the screen as you do in the plate you sent on. Other than this ee 
I think you are having a very good job done. 


Pa. : ‘ 
oY 


I don't know how much of the manuscript that we sent back you 
used, because we made many changes of English and word phrasing that we 
think wouid make it read in a smoother manner. I am rather glad on the 
whole that you have incorporated the remarks on the gold, silver and 
copper coinage under the respective kings. Mr. Raymond was asking me abou 
you the other day and was wondering how you were coming on and I told him 
that you were very busy in trying to get it printed, 


A ae 
re ae oe 
1: hare 


Very truly yours, 


Curator — 
iw ks 


Nov. 8, 1937 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau, 
805 Chapman Blag., 
756 S. Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Pradeaus 

Herewith are photographs of that San Louis 
Potosi quarter real piece. Some are taken from the 
coin and some from a plaster cast that I made. You may 
have these with our compliments as 1 worked them on 
a negative of other things. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 
encl. 


VANDIKE 8483 


DR. A. F. PRADEAU 
805 CHAPMAN BUILDING 
756 SOUTH BROADWAY 
LOS ANGELES 
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Dee. 7, 1957 


Dear Dr. Pradeau, 


Conggatulations! I trust everything will be most 
happy» Letw hope this new status in your life will not 
affect your interest in coins and stop the ultimate publica- 
tion of your book! 


The Brazilian magazine came back to tis in good season, 
I am returning your list of Durango pieces and find we have 
nothing but what you already have. 


I am enclosing a rubbing of a rather nice 1858 one we 
can photograph for you some time if it happens to be batter 
than yours. Vie have also a very nice No. 2 but have no 
No. 9's. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


Hi! ks 
encl. 


